Birthday Wishes Thank You Letter
Ray Starr Country Club News-letter
February 2010
Hi Country Club Members, and Welcome to The Ground-hog issue.
Wow that's definitely Country, but that doesn't sound quite right to start out the news-letter for February, 2010.
Ok, Let Me see how to get this issue started.  Oh yes,
Here we go, Hello Country Sweet-hearts, and Welcome to The Valentines issue for February 2010.
Ok, Ok, that's a little better but it's still not quite right.  Ok, how about this! Welcome to the Presidential issue.
 Well, I don't think that will go over too well.  I've got it!  Yes, I definately have it now!! Let's all gather round the mic, and sing: Happy Birthday, Ray, Happy Birthday.
Hello Everyone,
  Donna Mae Starr here, (otherwise known as: Sweet Georgia Brown),
  Well, usually you'd be getting Ray Starr writing the opening greeting, but I decided it's Ray's birthday and besides I wanted to see how it felt being behind the mic.  Or in this case because it's the e-mail format, to see how it felt being behind the computer-key-board and writing to the Ray Starr Fans, for the February issue.
  So, here I am, Donna Mae Starr, (a k a, Sweet Georgia Brown).  It's been awesome getting various articles and letters together, along with the standard columns you all look forward to checking out.  This February issue is filled with all kinds of interesting tid-bits, such as: Stars in the News, Story behind the Song, Recipe Box, The Birthday Corner for February, letters to Ray Starr etc.
  Well, it's time to call Ray into the studio-room,  so that we both can sit in front of the master controls, put our head-phones on, and turn to the first article.  But first, before Ray gets in here, I have to put up balloons, get out the party hats, carry in all of the wishes, see if the country band has their equipment set-up and check on the birthday cake and other snacks, like cookies provided by Debbie's recipe box, before all of you arrive with e-mail greetings.
  Actually, Ray, I have a big surprise for You.  Through-out this news-letter you'll hear from various members, friends, neighbors, musicians, fans, and family: With Birthday Wishes.
  So, let's have a few of you step to the mic, with your birthday wishes.
Dear Ray,
  Here's wishing you a very happy birthday on Feb 21st.  Hope it's your best birthday ever.  Will be toasting your birthday on that day with my usual can of Pepsi.  Hope this birthday will bring you all that you need and wish for through out the year.
Your Friend,
Barb Wilson
Happy Birthday Big Guy, and a wish for many more to come.
  Just Remember this" Life's journey is not to arrive at the grave safely in a well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, totally worn out, shouting "HOLY SHIIT ....  WHAT a Ride!!!!!!"
  Have a great day and watch the cake!!!!       Jim Dean
Happy, Happy Birthday Ray,
Just wanted to be one of the first in line to wish you A Happy Birthday and if you need any help in blowing out the candles, all 59 of them, remember all you have to do is call on your Country Club members.  Oh yes, don't forget the ice cream and that famous Coca-cola-cake from Cracker Barrel! I'll have two scoopes of ice cream on my slice of cake, Thanks.
Hat's off to you, Ray.
Patrick Haske,
HEY HEY HEY,
HEY HEY HEY,  A little bird told us it was your birthday.  Hope you're planning to eat plenty of cake and ice cream and just kick back.  This is your day!!!
Warmist wishes
Kevin and Alison
— Debbie's Recipe Box —
EASY SUGAR COOKIES
――――—
1 cup shortening,
1 1/2 cups sugar,
2 eggs,
2 3/4 cups flour,
2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp salt,
1 tsp vanilla,
Cream the first 2 ingredients well,
Beat in eggs and vanilla,
Add soda and salt, mix well.
Blend in flour,
Pinch out a small amount of dough and roll in sugar,
Bake at 400 degrees for 15 minutes.
—  Recipe  Talk  —
Cookie Guidelines
—  Use a heavy cookie sheet.  A dark cookie sheet can produce a dark, almost burned bottom.  Have 2 cookie sheets so one can cool while the other is in the oven.  Never put cookie dough on a really hot pan.
—  If cookies are comming out too flat, try adding a little more flour.  If that doesn't help, try chilling the cookie dough.
—  If you don't have a cooling rack , use wax paper.
— wow, Ray, More guest are here and ready to step up to the mic, with Birthday Wishes —
Happy Birthday Ray, hope it is a good one.  **********
Rose Combs,
Dear Ray,
  I hope your birthday is filled with so much fun and love that you can't get that smile off your face.  Have a great day and keep on smiling.  Love, Laurie M.
Hi Ray,
  A little birdie told us it was your birthday and we want to make sure we got in line with all your other fans to wish you the best day ever!
Sincerely,
Chip and Bernie,
— Mr Country, died —
  Sunday, January 17, 2010 — Carl Smith, a member of the Country Music Hall of Fame, known as Mr Country, died Saturday at 82.  He was the former husband of June Carter Cash and Goldie Hill.  A honky tonker, who also knew his way around a ballad, Smith was one of country's most successful male artists during the 1950's, accumulating 30 Top 10 hits.  No further information about the cause of death was available.
  Smith was born March 16, 1927 in Maynardsville, Tenn.  As a teenager, Smith learned to play string bass and worked at radio station WROL in Knoxville, Tenn.  After graduating high school and serving in the Navy, he returned to the station and played bass for country singers Molly O'Day and Skeets Williamson and began his own singing career.  A fellow radio station colleague sent a copy of Smith to WSM in Nashville, which soon signed him to perform on the station.  In 1950, Smith inked a record deal with Columbia Records.
  In 1951, he hit number 2 on the chart with Let's Live a Little." The next year, he had three number ones with Let Old Mother Nature Have Her Way, (When You Feel Like You're in Love) Don't Just Stand There and Are You Teasing Me.  Hey Joe was number 1 in 1953.  The hits continued with Back Up Buddy, Loose Talk, You Are the One and others.  His last top 10 was Ten Thousand Drums in 1959.
  Smith continued recording, but the hits stopped coming.  He stayed with Columbia until 1975, leaving for Hickory Records.  By the late 1970's, he retired from music, although he recorded again in 1983 for Gusto Records.  During his career, Smith also ventured into Western swing.
  On the personal side, Smith married June Carter, the daughter of Maybelle Carter of Carter Family fame.  They had a daughter, Carlene Carter, the country singer.  Smith and Carter divorced in 1957.  That same year, he married singer Goldie Hill, who died in 2005.
— Let's turn back to the mic, because there's more Birthday Wishes —
Happy Birthday, Ray,
  May you have many more.
Thanks for all the newsletter letter information.  We enjoy reading it.
Hope to see you sometime this summer and see how your steel playing is doing.
Enjoy your day.
  Dale and Rosie
Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, happy birthday DEAR Ray,
happy birthday to you! May your day be one of the greatest.  All my love to you,
  and enjoy the day.
Maryann D.
Happy Birthday Ray,
  Have you hit 21 yet!  If not, i will take you to kazoo for a drink and here is to good memories.
Happy birthday again and many more your friends natalie and clan
—  Letters  to Ray  Starr  —
Good Morning Ray and Donna,
  I did receive both the December and the January Ray Star newsletter.  I really enjoyed the audio as Donna and you do a great job putting the audio together.  Will probably listen to the January one today or sunday, because I have a 50th wedding anniversary massstdinner this afternoon and evening.  Take care and thank you for the audio newsletter.  Jo Ann and Misty the Hound Dog,
Hello Joann and Misty, (the Hound-dog)
  Glad to know that you received and enjoyed both audio news-letters.  Yes, Donna and I sure do have a lot of fun each month in putting the Ray Starr news-letter together.  Take care and continue keeping it Country,
Ray Starr,
Hi Ray,
  Just listened to the January audio Ray Starr news letter.  Am really enjoying Mark's We pick the hits column.  Also want to say that Mark did an excellent job reading the Paul Harvey Article.  I mean really Ray, Mark is doing a good job.  You will have to stop punching him out every month.  hahahaha
Would also like to submit a song title for We pick the hits.  It is a Trisha Yearwood song called On A Bus To Saint Cloud.  The song is on her CD, entitled Thinking About Y.  It is one of my favorite songs of hers, but it was never released as a single.  Thanks for the really good news letters.
Barb Wilson
Hello Barb,
  Glad that you're enjoying not only the country Club news-letter each month but the new column, We Pick The Hits, (which is only on the audio format) put together by Mark Martin.  I've forwarded your message on to Mark, your request, pick of a song to be considered for the We Pick The Hits section.  I've followed it up with a phone call to Mark, he's hoping to have something on it soon.
In the meantime, Continue keeping it country,
Ray Starr,
Hi Ray,
  I just wanted to say keep up the good work with the audio Ray Starr Country Club News-letter and know I'm enjoying each issue.  I'm enclosing a little donation towards the funding of the news-letter.
Jim Gehring,
Hello Jim,
  I'M glad to hear that you're enjoying the audio issues, and your donation is appreciated.  Ray Starr,
Hi Ray,
  I called yesterday, because I have a song that I'd like to enter for the We Pick The Hits Column.  It's by the Kendalls, It's on their album, Heaven's Just A Sin Away.  The song title is: "Don't Call Me Your Only Sunshine." Talk to you later.
Your Friend, Kevin,
Hi Kevin,
  Ok, I'll forward this info on to Mark and let's see what he can come up with.  Yes, it's amazing just how many songs we pick out and do not become hits.  We can't help every time we get a new cd of a particular artist but as we listen we're selecting this or that song to be a hit, without realizing we're doing so.  Selecting a song might occur as simply  because the words in the song hit home, hit our hearts or brought up a memory.  I must admit that there are times when Donna and I are browsing through new cd's and say, wow that song is going to be a big hit for so and so.  But we never hear it being played on radio.  Thank-goodness for the big collection of country music I've gathered through the years, xm-radio and when I'm looking for a certain song, all else failts, I just googal it! I'm not sure how many of you got to hear The Eddie Stubbs Show, , but he just had a wonderful tribute to Carl Smith and listening to the show, even some of Carl Smith songs never became hits.  a couple of songs that were mentioned, that never became hits for Carl Smith were; "I Over-looked An Orchid", and "There's Nothing As Sweet As My Baby).
Ray Starr,
— It's time for a few more members, to step up with their Happy Birthday Wishes For Ray Starr —
Happy Birthday, Ray!!!
May you have many more.
Best wishes,
Don Fong,
BEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO YOU, RAY,
  MAY YOU HAVE the BESSED BIRTHDAY ever.
From SUE and GARY WILSON,
Birthday Song to Ray,
We wish Ray a happy birthday, And so say hello to Donna Mae,
On the 21st of February,
It's party-down time.
  We'll sing a song and keep it country,
While we're dreaming of the Grand Ole Opry;
Well, who knows, maybe next year
Those special bells will chime.
  Cuz then he'll be turning 60,
Just like I hit the 50,
In the meantime,
Let's open that bottle of wine.
  Yay, woo-hoo! Have a great day, Ray, and best wishes from us all in the deep south of Ireland.
  John Lynch,
— Stars in the News —
—  Darryl Worley  —
  Darryl Worley performed during the pre-game ceremonies of the 2010 U.S.  Army All-American Bowl game.  The U.S.  Army veteran was slated to sing "God Bless America."
  Worley, 45, a lifelong football fan, also performed at the game's 10th Anniversary Celebration and Awards dinner.
  The 2010 U.S.  Army All-American Bowl took place January 9 at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas.  It was broadcasted on NBC at 1 PM Eastern Time.
  The annual game had featured many current NFL and college stars throughout its history.  Reggie Bush, Vince Young and Adrian Peterson all made their national debuts as U.S.  Army All-Americans.
  Meanwhile, Worley is set to release a new song, "Best of Both Worlds," from his upcoming album, Sounds Like Life.  The album, came out January 25, also features the previously released singles "Tequila on Ice" and "Sounds Like Life to Me."
—  Clay  Walker  —
  Clay Walker and his wife, Jessica, welcomed a new baby girl into their lives, according to the singer's website.  The couple has yet to settle on a name.
  The two were married in 2007 and already have a son, William Clayton, who was born in 2008.  Walker also has two daughters from a previous marriage, MaClay and Skylor.
  Walker is getting ready to get back on the stage with a gig as Nashville's Wildhorse Saloon on February 23.  Proceeds from the concert will benefit multiple sclerosis research at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
  "I am happy that the day has finally come where I get the chance to do something that I love right here in Nashville and to raise money for something that is near and dear to my heart," he said.
— The Dixie Chicks  —
  The Dixie Chicks, minus lead singer Natalie Maines, are reportedly going to release new music sometime this year.  Sisters Martie Maguire and Emily Robison will release an album through the Chick's home label, Columbia Records.
  A publicist for the Dixie Chicks confirmed the news but did not provide any details on the album's release date or title.
  Natalie's father, Lloyd Maines, who co-produced the Chicks' 2002 album Home, told CMT.COM that the sisters are "cutting some demos" and also mentioned that Natalie had recorded "a little something with them . . .  about a year ago."  "I know that Martie's doing a fiddle record on her own and that Emily has been demoing some of her [own] songs . . .  But they're definitely still an entity," he added.
  The Dixie Chicks won 13 Grammys and were named the CMA entertainer of the year in 2000.  They released their last album, Taking the Long Way, in 2006, which earned the girls 5 Grammys including album of the year in February 2007.
— Jo Dee Messina  —
  Jo Dee Messina's new single, "That's God," was released on January 19.  The song is part of her forthcoming album Unmistakable, which is to hit stores in the spring.
  "That's God" is a piano ballad with strings and percussion.  The idea for the song was born after Messina had an epiphany while taking her son on a walk at a majestic tour stop in Canada.
  The Grammy-nominated singer wrote the song along with keyboardist Brent Radar.  It is available for streaming at jodeemessina.com.
  Unmistakable will be Messina's fifth album and her first in five years.  Her 2005 album, Delicious Surprise, peaked at number one on Billboard's Country Albums chart and sold more than 500,000 copies.
—  Keith Urban  —
  Keith Urban  has unveiled his latest music video for the song "'Til Summer Comes Around." The track is the fourth single to be released from his current album, Defying Gravity, which was released last March.
  The video was filmed in southern California in November 2009, Aceshowbiz.com reports.  It shows a couple enjoying themselves in a meadow, with a theme park featured in the distance.
  The song debuted at number 41 on Billboard's Hot Country Songs chart in November.  It reached number one on Billboard's Bubbling Under Hot 100 and number 14 on the Hot Country Songs chart.
  "'Til Summer Comes Around" is the longest track on Urban's album, with a running time of 5 minutes and 31 seconds.  The Australian country singer co-wrote the song along with Monty Powell.
  Defying Gravity is Urban's fifth studio album.  It includes the hit single "Sweet Thing," which topped the country charts.
—  Gretchen Wilson  —
  Country star Gretchen Wilson performed during the halftime of AFC divisional playoff game at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.  She also sang the national anthem before kickoff.
  Wilson was invited to sing by an Indianapolis radio station that holds broadcasting rights to Indianapolis Colts games.  The game between the Colts and the Baltimore Ravens began at 8:15 PM Eastern Time.
  Meanwhile, the singer released her first greatest hits album on January 19, finishing her contract with Columbia Nashville.  She is also slated to release her next album, I Got Your Country Right Here, sometime this year.
  Wilson made her debut back in 2004 with the Grammy Award-winning single "Redneck Woman." Her last album, One of the Boys, was released in 2007.
—  Kenny Chesney  —
  Kenny Chesney has reportedly purchased a 30-13re gated estate outside of Nashville.  The country star is said to have paid $10 million for the 10,000 square foot, 14-room mansion, which includes seven full baths.
  The estate is named Bella Luce, which is Italian for "beautiful light."
  According to RealEstalker.com, Bella Luce is a Tuscan-style villa that was designed by local architect Brad Norris.  The mansion was built with 150-year old brick and sculpted stone, walnut wood floors, Mesquite hand-carved doors, Sante Fe clay barrel tiles, hand-crafted iron light fixtures, hand-painted tiles and Venetian plaster walls.
  The home features a state-of-the-art Crestron home automation system, a billiard room, exercise room, mile-long driveway, elevator, outdoor catering kitchen and home theater with stadium seating.
  Chesney will have plenty of time to explore his new home.  According to his website, he is not scheduled to perform in concert until May 30 at LSU's Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
—  Vince Gill and Amy Grant,  —
  Husband and wife Vince Gill and Amy Grant, who will be celebrating their 10th anniversary in March, will grace the February cover of Good Housekeeping.  The couple used the interview as an opportunity to reflect on each of their past marriages and their lives together over the past decade.
  Grant spoke to the magazine about the media's role in her divorce from contemporary Christian singer Gary Chapman, saying, "I was so unconcerned by what somebody who I would never meet wrote in a rag.  I felt like I had flipped a car over three medians and I was trying to figure out if my children — if we all — still had a pulse."
  Gill also had some things to say about media scrutiny and the role it played in his own divorce, especially when it pertained to his then-teenage daughter, Jenny.
  "When I went through my divorce, there were some things [printed] in certain magazines, and I despised the way it made my kid look.  So as a parent, there's a side of you that just builds a wall and says, 'You can ask all you want, but you're not gonna get any of that stuff.'"
  The article doesn't focus solely on the celebrity couple's past problems, however.  The tells how the two country singers have made their relationship work over the past decade, despite Grant's claim that "I'm stubborn," while Gill has "got a temper."
—  Brad Paisley's father Doug  —
  Doug, was involved in saving the life of someone who suffered a heart attack backstage at INTRUST Bank Arena in Wichita, Kansas, prior to his son's concert last weekend.  According to the Wichita Eagle, a venue worker had collapsed in an arena hallway, and Brad's dad, Doug Paisley, who happens to be a volunteer firefighter and EMT, saw the man lying on the floor in distress and immediately began performing CPR.
  Eventually, paramedics arrived on the scene and took over for the country star's father.
  "I kind of backed off and let (the paramedics) use theirs," Doug explained.  "If the man's life was saved, it was because a lot of things came together."
  "There's nothing heroic about this," he continued.  "Heroic is when you're standing on the front lines in Afghanistan or Iraq."
  Steve Cotter, director of Sedgwick County EMS, however, insists that Doug's efforts "definitely . . .  helped sustain the gentleman until we got there."
—  Sara Evans  —
  Sara Evans is making several appearances to promote her recently released book, The Sweet By and By.
  The singer appeared at Borders in New York's Columbus Circle and also appeared at Birmingham, Alabama's Sam's Club.  She also appeared at Davis Kidd Bookstore in Nashville's Green Hills Mall.
  The novel centers around Jade Fitzgerald, a young woman who discovers religious faith as she confronts her stormy childhood in preparation for her own wedding.  Some of the parts of the book are taken from Evans' own life.
  "Not everything about the book is like my life," she told the Tennessean.  "But just parts of it, like growing up in the Midwest on a farm and moving to the South and marrying a Southern boy."
  The Sweet By and By, Evans' first book, was written with Rachel Hauck and is available now for $15.99 on the singer's website.
—  Blake Shelton has revealed that he will release a new album this spring  —
  The singer says he plans to unveil the value-priced disc, Hillbilly Bone, on March 2.
  "I want to give my fans new music more often and at a lower price," Shelton said, according to Countrystandardtime.com.  "The fact that people will be able to get the new music for less money is a gift to my fans who have been behind me every step of the way."
  Hillbilly Bone will feature six new songs, including the title track, a comedic duet with fellow country star Trace Adkins.  The single has already reached number 18 on the Billboard Hot Country songs chart and number 65 on the Hot 100.
  Shelton released his last studio album, Startin' Fires," in 2008.  It featured the number one single, "She Wouldn't Be Gone."
— Hey, More Birthday Greetings, from friends as they make their way through the crowd, to the mic, —
Just a note to wish you a Big Happy Birthday!
 May this be your best birthday yet with many more to come and each one being better than the one before.
  Melissa C.
Another year older another year wiser.
Happy Birthday Ray
Kim, Sent on the Sprintggr) Now Network from my BlackBerryggr)
Hi Ray...
  Sent you an e-card and wanted to let you know that along with the playing music there is a picture of a cupcake and balloons...
  Happy Birthday Ray,
  Just think one more "Birthday" and closer to retirement!  Yes, it's been a long time since we've gotten together.  So let's set a tentative date that we can figure out a good time to schedule a visit with each other.  Have a wonderful Happy Birthday..  Jo Ann and Misty the Hound Dog,
Happy, Happy Birthday Ray Starr,
  Hey Ray, you know that We weren't going to miss out on being among the crowd of members to wish you the very best.  And when you have a few minutes in between all this celebrating, we'll sit, visit and toast with a Miller Lite, just like we did in July.  And again, Thanks, thanks for the concert you gave back in July.  It truely meant a lot, to me, bringing up your one man-band, music equipment, treating us to that country music that only Ray Starr can perform.  Dad and Mom Haske,
— Story Behind The Song —
  According to Charley Pride, his 1971 number one, "I'm Just Me" was just him! Charley commented, "that song is just me.  It just fit the image of myself.  I don't have or use any gimmicks...ddwhat you see is what there is and that's all there us.  I'm just like an open book and the lyrics in that song just fit me.  The opening line of that song "I was born to be just exactly what you see' is just exactly me."  Charley's RCA Victor single,, "I'm Just Me" entered the country music charts June 26th, 1971 and was at the top of the charts the week of July 31st, where is stuck for four weeks.  It was his 16th charted song and was on the charts for 16 weeks.  It was his 7th number one single.  The song was written by Glenn Martin and the session was produced by Jack Clement.
Story Behind The Song
  A lot of hit songs have been inspired by kinfolks of songwriters and according to Ben Peters, Charley Pride's 1971 number one, "Kiss An Angel Good Morning" was one of those tunes! Ben said that his baby girl named Angela and his wife Jackie both played a part in the inspiration for the song.  Charley Pride says he loved that song the first time he heard it and couldn't wait to get into the studio to record it.  According to producer Jack Clement, Pride actually recorded that song twice.  He commented, "I would bring Charley into my studio and record a demo version of the songs before we went down to RCA .  It was on that demo session that we worked out the arrangement for the song." Pride recorded the master version of the song at RCA on July 28th, 1971.  Charley's "Kiss An Angel Good Morning" entered the country music charts October 23rd, 1971 and was at the top of the charts the week of December 4th, where it stuck for five weeks.  The session was produced by Jack Clement and was on the charts for 19 weeks.
 It was Charley's 17th charted song and his 8th number one.
— The room's a little crowded but everyone wants to say their own Wishes, wishes and More Birthday wishes so let's see whose at the mic —
Hi Ray,
  I hear you have one of those days coming up that we don't like to talk about, so we won't talk it.  I lied! Have a great Birthday.
  I hope all is well and Give Donna my best,
  Walley,
Hi Ray,
  We hear you're having a birthday.  We hope this one is the best one everddHere's hoping you have many more Happy, Country birthdays.
From your Southern Country friends,
Steve and Deb Weadon,
Hello Ray,
  Patrick and I know your birthday is coming up in February and we want to wish you a very happy birthday!
  Thank you for your great music, enlightening and entertaining newsletters, and most importantly, your special friendship!
  From one Pisces and Scorpio couple to another — enjoy celebrating your day with Donna!
  God bless,
  Patrick and Trish,
—  More Stars In The News  —
— Tim McGraw —
 Tim McGraw has been announced as the pre-race entertainment for the 2010 Daytona 500.  According to ET Online, McGraw will play a trio of songs before the season opening race for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.
  "Tim McGraw is one of the most popular entertainers in the world and we're thrilled to have him perform the Daytona 500 Pre-Race Show," Daytona International Speedway President Robin Braig said.  The Daytona 500 airs on FOX on Valentine's Day, February 14, at 1 PM Eastern Time.  Pre-race coverage will begin at noon.
  McGraw is currently busy working on his new music video for "Love Don't Let Me Down." The video will feature actress Gwyneth Paltrow.  He will also kick off his 2010 tour on February 6 at the San Antonio Rodeo in San Antonio, Texas.
—  Miley Cyrus  —
  Miley Cyrus is denying rumors that she is engaged.  Speculation began flying this week after the 17-year-old was spotted with a sparkly ring on her hand.  However, People magazine has received an official denial from the singer's camp.  "Miley's not engaged," a rep for the Hannah Montana star told the magazine.
  Cyrus has been dating her Last Song co-star, Liam Hemsworth.  While she may not be walking down the aisle in the near future, Cyrus is trying to move on in life.  The star is leaving Hannah Montana after this season.
  Last Song, based on a Nicholas Sparks novel, is set to be released in April.
— Charlie Daniels —
  Charlie Daniels is recovering in his Colorado home after suffering a mild stroke last week.
  Daniels suffered the stroke while snowmobiling, according to reports.  He was treated at Mercy Regional Medical Center in Durango, Colorado, then airlifted to Swedish Medical Center in Denver.  He was released on Sunday, January 17th.
  Daniels has no plans to cancel any of his upcoming tour stops.  The fiddler, a 2009 Musicians Hall of Fame and Walk of Fame inductee, is expected to play on February 27 and 28 at separate venues in Florida.
  Daniels recently made headlines when a Nashville museum of collectibles from his music career was robbed.  Only $200 from a cash register was stolen in the burglary.  No collectibles were stolen.
— Gretchen Wilson —
  Gretchen Wilson has announced that her upcoming album, I Got Your Country Right Here, will be released March 30.  It will be the singer's first release since leaving Columbia Records to form her own label, Redneck Records.
  The album, which was produced with John Rich and Blake Chancey, features the single "Work Hard, Play Harder." It is her first studio effort in three years, since 2007's,  One of the Boys.
  "Every song on it is one that I truly believe in," Wilson told The Boot.  "I feel like I've invested a lot of time and thought and energy and emotions into this record.  I feel like I sang better on this record than I ever have."
  Wilson's first Greatest Hits album was recently released by Columbia in order to satisfy her recording contract with the label.  The album features 10 of her hit songs, including "Redneck Woman," "Homewrecker," "One of the Boys," "Come to Bed" and "Here for the Party," as well as a live cover of Heart's 1977 classic, "Barracuda."
— Charlie Daniels  —
  I know that all of you will want to read the following email that Charlie Daniels sent out to give us the update that we have all been anxiously awaiting, and he is so right, the hand of the Lord guides all of us in many directions, and Charlie knows and give testimony that the Lord does watch over his flock.
Wednesday, January 20, 2010
  ..
  The day was magnificent.  The snow was smooth and deep and the trail had just been groomed.  We were skimming across the snow at a good clip doing one of my favorite things in the whole world, snowmobiling in the beautiful Rocky Mountain backcountry with our snowmobile buddies Cy and Jeannie Scarborough and some other friends, hitting the high spots and just having a wonderful time.
  I noticed that my left hand was getting numb and thought that it was because I had been hanging on to the handle bars of my snowmobile for so long that it had gone to sleep, but then I felt the left side of my mouth starting growing numb and my left foot started getting hard to control and I knew something was happening to me.  I knew I had better get back down the mountain and get some help.
  I told Cy how I was feeling and we immediately headed to the trailhead, for the longest 15-mile snowmobile ride I ever hope to take.
  When we got to where we were parked, Jeannie gave me three baby aspirin and we got in Cy's vehicle and tore out for Mercy Regional Medical Center about 30 miles away in Durango.
  I had so little coordination on my left side that I needed a wheel chair to make it to the emergency room where the staff hurriedly started diagnostic procedures.
  A few minutes later, the doctor on duty told me what I was pretty sure of already.  I was having a stroke in the right part of my brain, the part that controls the left hand side of your body, probably caused by a blood clot in the brain.
  They gave me a shot of a drug called tPA (Tissue Plasminogen Activator), which breaks up blood clots and in a few minutes I was loaded aboard an ambulance plane and hurried off to Swedish Medical Center in Denver, Colorado, where I was hurriedly taken into the emergency room and examined by a very, very capable staff of doctors including a neurologist and was put in the critical care ward where I was hooked up to a battery of diagnostic machines and IV's and began the many tests I would be given in the next two days.
  The early consensus of the doctors was that I had indeed had a stroke in the right hand part of my brain, as a CAT scan was later to confirm.
  The only effect that it seemed to have left behind was a numbness in my left hand and a stiffness in my left arm.
  They released me on Sunday morning and I went back to Durango, where I am writing this column.
  I begin physical therapy today to relieve the stiffness and numbness in my left hand and arm.
  That's kind of it in a nutshell.
  I'm doing fine but there are a few details I'd like to share with you.
  First of all, if you begin to feel a stiffness in your limbs or face or if one or more of your limbs start to become difficult to control immediately chew up a couple of aspirin and head for the nearest hospital or clinic.
  Don't procrastinate or try to tell yourself it's going to go away.  You only have three hours from the time you feel a stroke coming on to get a shot of tPA into your system to break up the blood clots that are causing the stroke.  So don't play with your life, get help.
  The other thing I wanted to share with you is how the fingerprints of God were all over my experience.
  First of all, we were snowmobiling on the side of Durango where Mercy Regional Medical Center comthe only hospital in Durango- is located.  We could have easily have been on the opposite side of town and much further away.
  Cy and Jeannie Scarborough who always haul their own snowmobiles had decided to ride my two extra machines that day which meant that we had a vehicle with no snowmobile trailer to unhook and could hurry to the hospital without delay.
  Our other friends Tom and Anita loaded our snowmobiles and drove our vehicle down off the mountain.  By the time I got to the hospital and the doctors got me diagnosed, I only had fifteen or twenty minutes left to take the shot of tPA to break up the blood clot in my brain.  Swedish Medical Center the hospital they took me to in Denver- has one of the top neurological units in the country.  Of course, Hazel immediately got on the phone and started calling our pastor and our Christian friends.  The prayers were making their way to heaven even as I was making my way to Denver.  I have seen the hand of God extended over me in the past when I was in a dangerous situation and I knew He was near.  There were so many things that made me know that God was ordering our steps.  We could have easily been snowmobiling a lot farther away from the hospital.  The fact that Cy's vehicle had no snowmobile trailer to remove saved us precious minutes.  Everything worked like clockwork; there was a plane available to take me immediately to Denver.  And here's the mind-boggling part, Mercy Regional Medical Center in Durango had only been stocking tPA in their pharmacy for about three months.  If they hadn't had it, there would have been no way for me to get the shot in time to prevent the stroke from doing major damage.  As I said, nothing less than the hand of God.
  One other note.  My wife Hazel is a very emotional person and will shed tears at the drop of a hat.  On the way to the hospital I heard her tell Jeannie, I've got to be strong for him.  And she was, she has been a rock.
  On the way to the hospital, I called my son, Charlie, and after telling him what had happened I simply said, Your mom needs you.  He and my manager and friend David Corlew were on the next plane heading our way and met us in Denver.  Thank God for family and friends.
  Well that's about it, I'm doing fine and I want to thank all of you who got the news and prayed for me.  Looking forward to another great touring year.  See ya on the road.  Pray for our troops, and for our country,
God Bless America, Charlie Daniels,
— Shirley Collie Nelson, Another Sad Loss —
  Shirley Collie Nelson, she was born March 16, 1931 in Chillicothe, Missouri (78 years old).  Formerly married to Biff Collie, one of country music great disc-jockey's, and also married to Willie Nelson.  She charted three singles on the Billboard country charts.  In order of release, these were "Dime a Dozen" at #25, "Why Baby Why" at #23 (a duet with Warren Smith), and "Willingly" at #10 (a duet with then-husband Willie Nelsonggdd[1] The Nelson duet was also his first chart single.
— Ray before we turn to the February birthday song request, a few more of the Members have arrived with wishes of their own, so let's see whose at the mic this time —
Hi Ray,
Happy Birthday, Ray, Happy Birthday to you,
 From your friend, Jim Gehring,
Happy Birthday Ray,
  Uncle Walt and Aunt Shirley have your favorite bottle of omar's waiting for you when we get together to celibrate your special day.  So, here's to A Very Happy Birthday, and many more to come.  Uncle Walt and Aunt Shirley,
Happy Birthday Ray!
  Getting closer to that big 6 o.  IN the meantime, hope that this is your best birthday ever.  Your Cuz in Tennessee, Vickie,
— February Birthday Corner —
  In just a few minutes, I'll announce birthdays of members of the News-letter.
  As you all know Ray usually has members phone or e-mail their birthday request for a particular song, for their birthday month.  However, before we announce those songs, this month I thought that we would gather around Ray and the Coca-cola Cake, which is lit up with 59 candles.  Knowing that this party needs music, I've asked The Ray Starr back-up Band to kick off and help us sing Happy Birthday to Ray and all of your birthday song requests, such as:
Burnie Clark, February 7th, song request is: I'm Already There, by Lone Star.
Anne Bengel, February 10th, It's Quitting time by Keith Whitley.
Arnie Bengel, February 8th, song request is: Devil Woman, by Marty Robins.
Laurie Marsh, February 11th, song request is:  It's a Lovely World Since I Met You, by Carl Smith.
Ray Starr, February 21, When I asked Ray what his birthday song request would be he said, I'm too old to cut the mustard! Or, I can handle this job all by myself!, Guitar-man, of cours, the song list went on.  However, I had the Ray Starr back-up band play a request from me for Ray, It's Just That Way  by Allan Jackson.
Patrick Ley, February 22, song request is: My Wish For You, by Rascal Flat.
  Wow, It's time to sing and to enjoy a slice of cake and ice cream.  But in case Ray needs a helping-hand blowing out the candles, those that have their birthday's in February better be at the ready.  So, Burnie, Aarnie, Anne, Laurie, and Patrick,  all of you are now affishally inducted  as the candles-fire-fighters.
Thanks everyone for coming to Ray's birthday party via this February Ray Starr Country Club News-letter.  Extra Thank-yous are going out to members who sent in donations for this month issue, Jim Gehring, Patrick Haske, Barb Wilson, Uncle Walt and Aunt Shirley.  Thank-you, one and all.  Thanks also to our roving country reporters, who gather and submit the news on the Country Stars.  It's been a lot of fun surprising Ray with this party for the February news-letter.  Now, it's time to clean up after the party and enjoy one more slice of birthday cake.  Ray and I, will see everyone in March, And as Ray always signs-off his monthly news-letters: Continue Keeping It Country
 raystarr_music@att.net
— A Local Area Announcement  —
  The Holt Lions Club is having its annual Spaghetti Dinner fund raiser on February 12, 2010 from 4:30 PM to 7:30 PM at the Holt United Methodist Church, 2321 Aurelius Rd, Holt MI 48842.  The location is at the corner of Aurelius Rd and Cedar St in Holt.  The event provides a great meal and lots of good conversation with fellow Lions and the general public.  Plan now and save by getting advanced tickets!  Menu includes spaghetti with meat or meatless sauce, salad, toast, dessert and beverage.  Advance ticket sale prices and $6.00 per adult and children ages 4-12 $3.00.  Children age 3 and under are free.  Advanced tickets can be obtained by calling at 517-393-2660, or at 517-694-9510.
  Ticket prices at the door are $7.00 for adults and children ages 4-12 $3.00.  Children age 3 and under are free, Thank you, hope to see you there!  Holt Lions Club.
— A Country Trivia Contest —
  Well, we haven't had a trivia contest in a while and by the calendar it's time to do that Turn-the-clock-forward-dance.  So, here's what the trivia is all about and how to enter.  Not too much longer and we'll be turning all of our clocks, forward an hour, come March, Spring ahead! Here's what you need to do.  Send in 1 Country Song that represents time, within the title of the song and the artist!!! One song per entry, per member.  All entries can be sent to:  raystarr_music@att.net  Or, phone it to: 517-712-1524.  Upon receiving an entry, it'll be put into the membership-hat and a winner will be drawn.  Remember to mark the deadline on your calendar, to have your song entry in by February 21, so that the winner, can be announced in the March issue.  Any questions about this trivia or other info, contact Ray Starr,
