 Graduation Thank You Letter

Dear Seniors and Parent/Guardians,

We trust by this time you are aware of the requirement that all Fort Vancouver students must successfully complete the Trapper Trek, our senior project / professional development portfolio (PDP), before they may graduate. The Trapper Trek allows each senior the opportunity to demonstrate some of the reading, writing, speaking, thinking, self-discipline, problem-solving, and organizational skills he or she has mastered in twelve years of education. The components of the Trapper Trek consist of the following:

1. The Research Paper: Each senior will be required to complete an eight (8) to twelve (12) page research paper (2400-3600 words). The paper must conform to an established set of guidelines and must be resubmitted until the minimum standards are met. The paper must contain an introduction, culminating in a clear thesis statement; supporting paragraphs; and a conclusion. Each student will choose his/her own topic. District, legal, and safety constraints, as well as parental permission, limit this topic. Students and parents are cautioned that topics associated with family tragedy or personal problems may be difficult to work with and should be considered with extreme care. Students are encouraged to begin thinking about potential topics which are challenging, of high personal interest, and reasonably focused.

2. The Physical Application: This component of the Trapper Trek requires each senior to produce some tangible evidence applying the knowledge gained during the research phase. This activity/product must be a learning experience that challenges the student. The physical application must be done on the students' own time and requires a minimum of ten (10) hours of independent work, not including transportation and planning time. Each student will be required to submit a verification form confirming the completion of the ten-hour requirement. Students are cautioned to have a non-family member verify their work since a member of the student's family cannot sign the verification form.

3.  The Portfolio: The portfolio is a cumulative record of the student's performance.  The portfolio must contain the following:

A. Typed letter to the judges

B.  Personal Introduction Statement

C.  Student Proposal / Letter of Commitment

D.  Typed final copy of research paper

1). Title page
2). Paper
3). Works Cited
4). Outline

E. Physical Application Approval Form signed by monitor & parent/guardian

F.  Physical Application Verification Form and a sample of physical application

G.  Best Works and Written Reflections (information and rubric)

1). Written Communication
2). Problem Solving / Investigative Planning
3). Technology
4). Teamwork

H. Resume

I. Professional and Personal References (at least three)

J. Application (employment)

K. Thank you Letter (interview)

L. Post High School Plan

M. Personal Financial Budget.

N. The following optional materials may be included in the portfolio:

1) Letter(s) of recommendation
2) Charts, Graphs, or other Visual Aids
3) Honors and Awards

O. The formal presentation or "Oral Boards": Each student will give a formal 10-15 minute presentation before a panel of judges. The presentation will be immediately followed by a 5-minute question/answer period. The Oral Board requires the student to discuss each phase of the Trapper Trek and the interrelationship between each. The presentation must include a visual. An audio-visual may be used but may not exceed 2 minutes. The panels of judges will be made-up of community members, faculty, and staff. The presentations will take place in late May or Early June. No student will be scheduled to participate in the Oral Boards until he/she has submitted a properly completed portfolio that has been approved by his/her monitor. Oral Boards for students with late portfolios are tentatively scheduled for the senior nonattendance dates in June. A successful Trapper Trek involves parental guidance and teacher support as well as student initiative and self-discipline. Your student has been given a calendar of due dates and requirements that are included in this packet. There is a letter confirming your understanding of the requirements of the project, and it asks you to explain in your own words how your student will complete each phase of the Trapper Trek. Your student will be responsible to select a mentor. Your student will be responsible for scheduling 5 conferences with his/her mentor. The mentor is responsible for checking the progress being made by your student. Failure to meet with the selected mentor prior to prescribed due dates will necessitate a conference involving the student, parent/guardian, counselor, and CWP teacher. Failure to meet with the mentor will seriously jeopardize the student successfully completing the Trapper Trek. Due dates are critical to the success of your student. Failure to meet due dates may result in your son/daughter not participating in the graduation ceremony and/or failing to graduate with the entire senior class in June.

If you have questions regarding the progress of your student, contact his/her monitor at Fort Vancouver H.S. at 313-4000. Ask specifically for your student's CWP teacher. Thank you and good luck.

 

