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    2014 OHIO CREDIT UNION




    SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM


2014 Scholarship Packet Overview
In this packet, you will find the following:
· Sample letter from the chapter to all credit union CEOs in your area, explaining the chapter’s scholarship program and how credit unions can participate and promote it.
· Sample letter to send to high schools, vocational schools, and non-public schools within the chapter, explaining the availability of the scholarship.  This should be distributed with the scholarship application.
· List of schools located in the counties within each chapter.
· Sample marketing tools, including newsletter articles, social media verbiage, and a letter to local TV/radio stations explaining the scholarship, and three public service announcements for stations to use to make the information available to the community.
· Sample application evaluation grid.
· Sample notification letter for applicants not selected for the scholarship.
· The 2014 scholarship application and question.
2014 Scholarship Timeline
By Oct. 21, 2013 …

Submit chapter scholarship application and liaison contact information for League website.
By Oct. 25, 2013 …

Distribute posters, applications, and marketing tools to credit unions, schools, and media.
By Feb. 28, 2014 …

Ensure all completed applications are returned to you.
By March 28, 2014 …

Chapter Scholarship Committee reviews all applications and chooses a winner.  The winner’s information and application must be mailed to the Foundation at 10 West Broad St., Suite 1100, Columbus, OH 43215, Attn: Kim Stewart, for the state competition.  The chapter’s entry must be postmarked by March 28, 2014. 
By March 28, 2014 …

Each applicant should receive notification from the chapter about their scholarship entry.   
By April 18, 2014 …

Five statewide winners will be announced. 
Sample Scholarship program Credit Union Application Letter
Date
Dear Credit Union CEO,
The (insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League is proud to announce it will be awarding (insert number of scholarships available) (insert monetary amount of scholarship) scholarship(s) to students in our chapter area.  To qualify for the scholarship, an applicant must be at least a high school senior, and in pursuit of post-secondary education of any kind, including professional, vocational, and academic studies not limited to colleges and universities.
Enclosed is the application for the 2014 Ohio Credit Union Scholarship Program. Other promotional materials are available on the League’s website.  We ask that you make these applications accessible to your members in your lobbies and on your website. 
The Chapter scholarship(s) will be awarded on (insert date chapter will award scholarship) with applications submitted to (insert chapter scholarship contact name and address) no later than (insert deadline date).  Our chapter will submit one local winning essay to the state-level scholarship program funded by the Ohio Credit Union Foundation, which will award five $3,000 scholarships in April 2014. 
Thank you for assisting in the marketing and promotion of the (insert chapter name) Chapter Scholarship(s).  Please forward completed applications to (insert chapter scholarship coordinator) by (insert date no later than February 28, 2014).  
Please feel free to call me at (insert phone number of contact person) with any questions.
Sincerely,
Scholarship Committee Chair (or person responsible for execution of program)

Enclosures
Sample School Letter
Date
Dear Educator:
The (insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League is proud to announce its 2014 scholarship program.  The (Insert chapter name) Chapter will award (insert number of scholarships available) scholarship(s), in the amount of (insert monetary amount).  All area high school instructors, principals, and guidance counselors are asked to make their seniors who are considering post-secondary endeavors aware of this opportunity.   Please encourage your seniors to apply.
To qualify, an applicant must be at least a senior in high school and plan to participate in post-secondary studies, including professional, vocational, and academic studies not limited to colleges and universities.
An application and promotional poster are enclosed.  Please make as many copies of the application as necessary for your students and leave them in an easily accessible location, such as the library or guidance office. 
Student applications must be completed and submitted to (insert chapter’s scholarship contact name and address) for consideration no later than February 28, 2014.  The recipient(s) will be announced and the scholarship(s) awarded on (insert date).  One application will be submitted to the statewide competition funded by the Ohio Credit Union Foundation, which will award five $3,000 scholarships.
Thank you for your assistance with this worthwhile scholarship program.  If further details are required, please feel free to contact (insert chapter’s scholarship contact name) at (insert phone number).  Again, thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Scholarship contact name 
(Insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League
Scholarship Committee 
Enclosures 
Sample Letter to Public Service Coordinator
(Print this on credit union or chapter letterhead)
Date
(Insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League
Dear Public Service Director:
The (insert chapter name) of Credit Unions, an association of credit unions in our area, is proud to announce it will be awarding (insert number and amount of scholarship(s)) to a student(s) in the chapter’s area.  To qualify for the scholarship, an applicant must be at least a senior in high school, and in pursuit of post-secondary studies of any kind.  In addition to colleges and universities, this scholarship may also be used for trade, vocational, or professional classes.
Enclosed are three public service announcements.  We ask that your station make this information available to all your viewers and listeners.  The deadline for applications is February 28, 2014.  Please choose the PSA that most closely fits your target audience.   We hope that you will consider making this announcement several times between now and then.
Thank you for your assistance in promoting the (insert chapter name) Chapter Scholarship Program.  If you have any questions, please call (insert scholarship contact name) at (insert phone number).
Sincerely,
Scholarship contact name 
(Insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League
Scholarship Committee
Enclosures 
Sample Marketing Tools
Newsletter Articles
Option 1:

The (insert chapter name) of the Ohio Credit Union League, an association of credit unions 
in our area, is proud to announce it will be awarding (insert number and amount of 
scholarship(s)) to a student(s) in the chapter’s area.  To qualify for the scholarship, an applicant must be at least a senior in high school, and in pursuit of post-secondary studies of any kind.  In addition to colleges and universities, this scholarship may also be used for trade, vocational, or professional classes. For more information, contact (insert chapter scholarship contact name): (insert address/phone) or visit www.ohiocreditunions.org.
Option 2:

Are you looking for ways to combat the high costs of college?  Your local credit unions can help you take a bite out of rising tuition costs.  Apply today for a (insert monetary amount) scholarship that you can use for expenses related to any post-secondary learning. In addition to colleges and universities, this scholarship may also be used for trade, vocational, or professional classes.  For more information, contact (insert chapter scholarship contact name): (insert address/phone) or visit www.ohiocreditunions.org.
Social Media Posts

Option 1:

Facing the high costs of college? Credit unions offer #scholarships for post-secondary learning. For information, contact (insert chapter scholarship contact name) at (phone/e-mail) (or visit www.ohiocreditunions.org.)
Option 2:

Take a bite out of rising tuition costs!  Apply today for a (insert monetary amount) (insert chapter name) #scholarship at www.ohiocreditunions.org.
Option 3:

Did you know local credit unions offer a (insert amount) #scholarship to offset the costs of 
higher education?  Visit (www.ohiocreditunions.org.) for an application today!
Option 4:

Are you a high school senior, a member of an Ohio-based credit union, and will be pursuing a degree in 2014-2015? If so, apply today for a #scholarship! (www.ohiocreditunions.org)
Option 5:

The (Credit Union) $(Dollar Amount) #Scholarship is underway!
Public Service Announcements
Option 1:

Are you looking for ways to combat the high costs of college?  Your local credit unions can help you take a bite out of rising tuition costs.  Apply today for a (insert monetary amount) scholarship that you can use for expenses related to any post-secondary learning.  For more information, contact (insert chapter scholarship contact name): (insert address/phone) or www.ohiocreditunions.org.
Option 2:

Your local credit unions are offering a (insert amount) scholarship which may be used for higher education costs.  For more information and an application, please respond to (insert name/address/phone) or visit (website). 
Option 3:

Your local credit unions want to make learning easier.  [insert number] scholarships worth (insert amount) will be awarded to local students looking to ease the cost of higher education.  For more information and an application, contact (insert name/address/phone) or visit (website). 
Sample Evaluation Grid 
Scholarship Number:  _________________________

2014 Ohio Credit Union Scholarship Competition
If you ran your credit union what initiatives/programs/products would you implement to foster the philosophy of “people helping people”?
	Criteria
	1 Point 

	2 Points 

	3 Points

	Total


	Main idea is: 
 
	Weak and lacks an arguable position in a few sections of the entry
	Clear and arguable statement of position that carries throughout the entry
	Exceptionally clear, arguable, and well developed throughout the entry

	

	Organization / Development of Ideas
	Lacks clear and logical development; Limited connections made between subtopics & main idea
	Clear and logical development with good transitions between ideas; Consistent connections made between subtopics & main idea
	Exceptionally clear, logical, mature, and thorough  development; 
Relevant and consistent connections made between subtopics & main idea

	  

	Conclusion
	Adequate summary of main idea and subtopics with weak concluding statements
	Good summary of main idea and all subtopics with clear concluding statements
	Excellent summary of main idea (with no new information), and all subtopics with strong concluding statements 

	  

	Language Conventions
	Several errors in grammar, spelling and formatting
	Minor errors in grammar, spelling and formatting
	Concise, clear, with consistently proper grammar, spelling and formatting

	  

	                               
	                                                                                                                                                   Total
                               
	


Sample Entrant Notification Letter 
Date
(Insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League
(Print on credit union or chapter letterhead)
Dear Scholarship Applicant,
Thank you for applying for the scholarship sponsored by the [Chapter name] of the Ohio Credit Union League.  We appreciate your interest and your views on what credit unions can do to make a difference throughout Ohio.  
There were many excellent applications submitted, and the final decision was difficult.  We regret to inform you that your application and essay was not chosen. [We are pleased to inform you that your application has been selected as the 2014 (insert chapter name) Chapter Scholarship.] 
If you are a member of a credit union, we hope you will continue to look to your credit union for all of your financial needs.  If you are not currently a member, we invite you to visit www.ASmarterChoice.org to find a credit union near you. An additional scholarship opportunity exists for Ohio credit union members from the Ohio Credit Union Foundation. Information about the Foundation’s 2014 Video Scholarship can be found at www.OhioCreditUnionFoundation.org.
Thank you again for your application. We wish you much success in your educational endeavors. (Include information on how they will receive their scholarship funds, if they are the winner.)
Sincerely,
Scholarship contact name 
(Insert chapter name) Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League
Scholarship Committee
Enclosures
(Insert chapter name)  Chapter of the Ohio Credit Union League Scholarship Application
Local credit unions are offering to help you combat the costs of post-secondary education.  There will be (insert number) scholarship(s) awarded for (insert monetary amount) each.  If you are chosen to receive a scholarship from the (insert name) Chapter, your application may be chosen to participate in the statewide scholarship program sponsored by the Ohio Credit Union Foundation, which awards five $3,000 scholarships.  
Please return your completed application to your guidance counselor (if applicable) or (insert name and address of chapter scholarship contact) by February 28, 2014.  This form may be reproduced on a computer.
Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________ Phone ________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________ Birth date ___________________________
High school/college you attend ___________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian is required for applicants under age 18:
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature __________________________________________________
Print Name ____________________________________ Date ___________________________
1. Post-secondary institutions you have applied to for the upcoming school year include:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
2. Are you a member of a credit union? If so, which one?  (This DOES NOT affect your eligibility for this scholarship, but may make you eligible for other scholarship opportunities, such as the Ohio Credit Union Foundation Video Scholarship, which launches in January. For more information, visit www.OhioCreditUnionFoundation.org.) 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Credit unions are not-for-profit financial institutions owned and democratically-controlled by their members. Ohio credit unions provide savings, loans, and other consumer financial services to their 2.75 million members. To learn more, visit www.ASmarterChoice.org
Name/Photo/Print/Video Release Agreement

The undersigned hereby irrevocably consents to and authorizes the use and reproduction by the Ohio Credit Union League (OCUL), including its chapters, and Ohio Credit Union Foundation (OCUF) and its agents or anyone else authorized by OCUL or OCUF the right to use any and all photographs or other types of images, voice recordings and/or video or writings that I have taken or recorded or that OCUL or OCUF has taken or recorded, with or without my name, for any purpose, whatsoever, including but not limited to, purpose of publicity, advertising, banners, illustration, posters, publications, writings and web content, in connection with OCUL or OCUF in print or electronically. 

 I, my heirs, representatives, executors, administrators, or any other persons acting on my behalf or on the behalf of my estate release OCUL, OCUF and their officers, directors, employees, and agents from all actions, losses, costs, judgments, and expenses including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney fees arising out of or in connection with the use of my writings, testimonial, and/or likeness authorized herein.

I understand and agree that these materials will become the property of the Ohio Credit Union League and Ohio Credit Union Foundation and will not be returned. Additionally, I waive any right to royalties or other compensation arising or related to the use of the photographs, writings, etc.
Signature __________________________________ Date __________________________
Legal Guardian or Parent if a Minor (under age 18):
Signature __________________________________ Date __________________________
Please answer the following questions.  Use additional paper if more space is needed.
1. Please list your community and/or school activities, and your employment history.
2. Why are you applying for this scholarship and how is it consistent with your educational/career/life goals?
3. In addition to scholarships, how do you plan to finance the rest of your education? How can a credit union help you? 
4. What has been your most rewarding community involvement experience and why? 
Please answer the following question by attaching your typed, double-spaced response (insert how to submit entries). (Entries should be no longer than four pages, and we strongly encourage creativity.) 
5. Credit Unions are, local not-for-profit cooperatives founded on the philosophy of “People Helping People.” 
If you ran your credit union, what initiatives/programs/products would you implement to foster the philosophy of “people helping people”?
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