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Staffordshire Virtual School for Looked After Children.
Innovation funding for Looked After Children 2017-2018
Supporting Looked After Children with Attachment Difficulties. 
Did you know that in November 2015 the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) published guidelines on supporting Looked After Children with Attachment Difficulties. It includes guidance for schools in recommendation 1.2.2 that “schools and other education providers should ensure that all staff who may come into contact with children and young people with attachment difficulties receives appropriate training on attachment difficulties.”
In March 2016 the Virtual School allocated an additional £150 to schools attended by Staffordshire Children in Care which could be used to support individuals to access training or resources to support the emotional wellbeing of looked after children. We would now like to move towards supporting whole school training through our Innovation Fund.
Staffordshire Virtual School for Looked After Children would welcome applications from individual schools or clusters of schools to develop practice in the following areas:
· Whole school training focused on supporting children with attachment issues e.g. attachment and trauma in education, emotion coaching, developing resilience
· Mentoring for Looked After Children to improve aspiration and attainment, this could include motivational mentoring, academic mentoring etc 
The funding is to be used by the 31st March 2018
The funding must be used to support children Looked After to Staffordshire and must be additional to any other funding that the pupil is eligible for. The proposal must demonstrate how it will promote the educational attainment and progress of Looked After Children. 
An evaluation of how the funding has been used and the impact on the education of individual Looked After Pupils targeted by the funding should be returned to the Head Teacher of the Virtual School by 30th June 2018. This evaluation will be used to inform future allocation of funding for Looked After Children.
For more information please contact 
Sarah Rivers 
Headteacher for the Virtual School for Looked After Children
Phone 01785 854195
Mobile 07976 191 025
Email sarah.rivers@staffordshire.gov.uk
www.staffordshire.gov.uk
Visit our web page http://education.staffordshire.gov.uk/Pupil-Support/SEN-and-Vulnerable-Children/Children-in-Care/Children-in-Care.aspx
Examples of previous use of funding 
Attachment and Trauma 
Entrust  - various tailored courses 
Staffordshire Educational Psychology  Service – whole school attachment and trauma in education training , Emotion Coaching, Resilience 
Yellow Kite Training(Louise Bomber) : Attachment and Trauma Training for Schools
KCA – Emotion Coaching, Five to Thrive, Attachment Aware Schools
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