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Organization: Ethiopian Tewahedo Social Services (ETSS) 

Name: Laura Berger 

Title: Director of Development 

Address: 1060 Mt. Vernon Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43203 

Phone: (614) 252-5362 

E-mail: laura.berger@ethiotss.org 

Organizational 
Mission: 

To assist immigrant and refugee families and low income individuals in 
Central Ohio improve the quality of their lives, and to facilitate integration 
through education, training, supportive services, and self-development 
opportunities, and to increase awareness of the culture and heritage of 
Central Ohio’s immigrant and refugee population. 

Proposed Project 
Title: 

Refugee Simulation Project 

Proposed Project 
Summary/Scope of 
Work: 

We want to create a project that simulates what it is like to step into the role 
of a refugee. It would be a 1-2 hour experience that allows participants to 
understand all that a refugee goes through when they flee their country and 
come to a new one. It would allow the participants to become more aware 
of the needs, backgrounds and cultures of refugees. Participants would be 
given a background of a refugee and would experience visiting with 
immigration officials, trying to get food, medical screenings, an ESL class, 
etc. Participants will visit each of these "stations" as they journey through 
the experience.  
The desired outcome is that the simulation would create empathy and 
understanding for refugees settling in Central Ohio. Central Ohio has large 
numbers of immigrants and refugees and often there is misunderstanding 
between American born residents and New Americans. The goal is to help 
break down barriers and show what it is like to live in another person's 
shoes. The project should be able to travel so that our organization can use 
it for several events.  

Project Deadline 
Requirements: 

We would like to have the simulation created before June 2017 but if it has 
to extend beyond that point it is okay. Our organization hosts a large 
festival for New Americans to showcase their culture, dance, art, etc. The 
Refugee Simulation Project would be a great addition to the festival to show 
American born attendees. The festival is always in September. 
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