Weak Thesis Statements
1. The Thesis makes no claim:
Ex: I want to talk about the important high school experiences of my life and how they shaped me as a young adult.
Solution: Raise specific issues for the essay to explore.
Ex: I want to talk about the importance high school tennis played in my life, particularly the relationship I developed with my coach, and the ways in which he helped me to develop decision making skills as a young adult.
2. The Thesis is obviously true or is a statement of fact.
Ex: High School is time when people begin to break away from their parents, and look for ways to express themselves.
Solution: Find some avenue of inquiry – a question about the facts or an issue raised by them. Make an assertion with which it would be possible for readers to disagree.
Ex: High School is a time when people begin to break away from their families through a complex exchange of ideas, which begins by embracing a certain amount of hatred directed toward loved ones.
3. The Thesis re-states conventional wisdom.
Ex: An important part of one’s college education is learning to better understand other’ points of view.
Solution: Seek to complicate – see more than one point of view on – your subject. Avoid conventional wisdom unless you can qualify it or introduce a fresh perspective on it.
Ex: While an important part of one’s college education is learning to better understand others’ points of view, a persistent danger is that students will simply be required to substitute the teacher’s answers for the ones they grew up uncritically believing.
4. The Thesis offers personal conviction as the basis of the claim.
Ex: Being a college student is the best way to move toward success in the business world, and anyone that does not understand this probably will not succeed anyway.
Solution: Try on other points of view honestly and dispassionately; treat your ideas as hypotheses to be tested rather than obvious truths.  In the following example I have replaced opinions with ideas – theories about the meaning and significance of the subjects that could be supported and qualified.
Ex: Attending College represents an effective and efficient means to understanding the complex and ever-changing business world, because students have the opportunity to take advantage of the millions of dollars being poured into business departments from the private sector – an experience that gives not only resources but experience with businesses themselves.
5. The Thesis makes and overly broad claim.
Ex: High School is a place for all students to learn about confidence.
Solution: Convert broad categories and generic (fits anything) claims to more specific, more qualified assertions; find ways to bring about the complexity of your subject.
Ex: For some students, in a variety of ways, High School helps to build student’s confidence by allowing them to see their potential in non-school related activities; however, many students, not involved outside of the classroom, build their confidence in other ways and often their beliefs and lifestyles come into conflict with those dedicated to school.
