ARGUMENTATIVE SYNTHESIS WRITING (ACCEPTABLE)
 How To Better Prepare Students For Higher Education Preparing students for college is an extremely important aspect of our education systemone that is failing many of our country’s high school graduates. It seems that today more than ever, there is an emphasis on obtaining some sort of higher education. It’s getting more difficult to get a job out of high school and be successful without a college degree in hand. So it’s very important that our nation’s schools focus on preparing students for college specifically, but this isn’t necessarily the case. 

While many students successfully bridge the gap between what they learned in high school and what is expected of them in college, many are not able to transition so smoothly. It is the responsibility of our education systems to prepare students to go to college and to give them the tools they need. One solution to this problem is to provide more opportunities for students to be tested before they graduate high school. This provides better retention of information than merely studying. Also, providing students with a “gap year”- a year between high school and college to gain knowledge and applicable skills would be quite beneficial to students (High). Being prepared for higher education is critical for future success; to ensure that students are prepared to attend college they need to be tested more frequently in school and have a gap year after attending high school. 

The first aspect of this argument is that students should be tested frequently in grade school and high school to prepare them for college. In an article by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, students were asked to memorize foreign words and definitions and then recall them for a test. One group was continually retested over the information, while the others merely studied and were tested once. Those who were frequently tested did significantly better on later tests than those who were not tested often, even when they did not study (“Testing”). This proves that by testing many times, students retain information better and longer. Incorporating this practice into mainstream education would definitely help students’ future success in college. 

Not only would they learn helpful study habits, but they also would retain information that would be necessary to do well in college It can be argued however, that frequent testing is not beneficial because many students do not perform well on tests, compared to what they actually know about a subject. However, if tests were more frequent in the school systems, then having a test in a particular subject would not be nearly as daunting. 

Testing frequently would also provide students with practice to help combat test anxiety and poor performance. It also would help this because with many tests, each test would not affect the student’s grade as significantly as fewer, large tests would. This gives students practice to work out their test issues without affecting their overall grade significantly. Also, while many students do struggle with tests, it’s an unfortunate necessity in our current education system. Even if students were not tested very often in high school and grade school in order to avoid “unfairness”, the fact is that students need to learn to perform well on tests because they will be tested in college and those tests will be a significant factor in their grades. Until there are no longer exams in college, students must have the skills to perform well on them. 

These skills should be taught early on so that students can be the as prepared for college as possible. The second facet to this argument is that students can benefit greatly from having a gap year. A “gap year” is “a break between high school and college in which a student travels or simply takes a break from academics” (“Students”). This practice is quite popular in Europe and Australia, but is just now gaining some popularity in the states. The idea that going straight to college is more important than having time off or financial factors both influence American students to not partake in the gap year experience. Some parents are also concerned that once their child has time off school, they will never go back.

