Article Summary Writing
Your summary should start with the author’s name and the title of the work. Here are several ways to do this correctly:
· In "Cats Don't Dance," John Wood explains...
· John Wood, in "Cats Don't Dance," explains...
· According to John Wood in "Cats Don't Dance"...
· As John Wood vividly elucidates in his ironic story "Cats Don't Dance"...
· John Wood claims in his ironic story "Cats Don't Dance" that...
2. Look for the thesis sentence or write out a thesis sentence that summarizes the main idea. Underline a topic sentence for each paragraph or write a sentence in the margins or on notebook paper for each paragraph. Combine that thesis with the title and author into your first sentence of the summary.
Example first sentence: In "Cats Don't Dance," John Wood explains that in spite of the fact that cats are popular pets who seem to like us, felines are not really good at any activities that require cooperation with someone else, whether that is dancing or sharing.
3. The rest of your summary should tell some of the central concepts that are used to support the thesis. Be sure to restate these ideas in your own words. Make your summary as short and concise as possible. Condense sentences and leave out unimportant details and examples. Stick to the important points.
