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Name:___________________________________________________Period:__________Date: ___________ 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE ESSAY SHAPING SHEETS: Writing Applications 2.1  
**This will be the ROUGH DRAFT of your essay. Refer to the bubble map we completed on Friday for support. 
 
Narrative signal words: Use throughout your narrative to help you paint a picture and articulate a story: 
Described, for example, such as, demonstrates, characterized by, defined by, understood as, reflects, exhibits, 
in essence, by extension, as a result, therefore, the cause of, subsequently, ultimately. 
 
INTRODUCTION (5 sentences) 
 
Attention Grabbing Opener: (1 sentence that summarizes what you have learned from this person’s influence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Background: Who are you writing about?  What is their relationship to you?  Why are they worthy of your admiration? (3 
sentences) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Controlling impression: Explain the impact this person has had on your life. (1 sentence)  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BODY PARAGRAPH #1 (8 sentences) 
Topic Sentence (1 sentence that summarizes your subjects character traits) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concrete Details: How does your character look, think, and act? Describe your subject’s personality, motivations, and 
relationship to those around him/her (6 sentences). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concluding Sentence: Explain the how your subject relates to those around them. (1 sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BODY PARAGRAPH #2 (8 sentences) 
Topic Sentence (1 sentence that describes a challenge your subject has overcome) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concrete Details: Using sequence order describe a challenge or challenges this person overcame.   Include sensory 
details and vivid description of the setting (6 sentences). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concluding Sentence: Explain how their response to the obstacle or challenge proves their character traits.(1 sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BODY PARAGRAPH #3 (8 sentences) 
Topic Sentence (1 sentence that describes the effect of this person in your life) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concrete Details (Write about an event that you experienced with the subject to show the subject’s character and 
importance. Sequence events in time order.  Include dialogue, sensory details, and vivid description of the setting) 
(6 sentences) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concluding Sentence: Explain how their response to the obstacle or challenge proves their character traits. .(1 sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CONCLUSION (5 sentences) 
 
Topic Sentence (Restate controlling impression using different words) (1 sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Commentary (Significance of the events) (3 sentences) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concluding Sentence (Relate back to opener.  Summarize the importance of this person in your life) (1 sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

After writing check the following: 
 

Does your essay follow all prompt directions? _______ 

Does your introduction provide a controlling impression of your subject? ______ 

Do body paragraphs elaborate and support your controlling impression?______ 

Do you describe setting using sensory details (smell, sight, touch, sound, taste)? ______ 

Are your sentences varied or do they all begin the same way? ______ 

Do you use narrative signal words and varied vocabulary? _____ 

Does every sentence end with appropriate punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation)? 

Does every sentence begin with a capital letter? ______ 

Do you use consistent and appropriate verb tenses? ______ 

Do you spell everything correctly? ______ 

Writing is neat and easy to read? ______ 

 

 


