Essay Writing for Exams
A good essay is easy to read when the ideas are clearly expressed and logically organised. The writer also demonstrates familiarity with important issues and concepts relevant to the topic. Most importantly, a good essay offers the reader a succinct response to the essay question in the form of a reasoned and well-organised argument. It is not easy to write a good essay and even more difficult to write a good essay under exam conditions. Preparation and rehearsal are vital. Students sometimes feel that it is not possible to plan for essay writing in exams because they won’t know what the topic will be until they see the exam. This is a mistake. You can and should plan for what you will do in the exam by practising writing essays for exams as early as possible. This pamphlet will help ensure that you are well prepared for exam essay writing. 
Essays are a common form of assessment at university level because they can be used to assess a range of skills as well as subject knowledge. Writing essays under exam conditions is quite different to ‘normal’ essay writing, however. Generally, you will not have access to source material or notes; you have only limited time to reflect on the question and plan your response; there is no time for re-drafting or major editing. Fortunately, examiners take these factors into account. They will not expect a perfectly crafted piece of writing; they will not expect extensive referencing; they will not expect arguments to be as well-structured and supported as in an assignment-style essay. Some departments will give you explicit guidelines about what they are looking for in exam essays. If such information is not available, however, assume that examiners are looking for and evaluating the following: 
Has the question been answered? Marks will be allocated for certain pieces of information you have included and for the depth of your discussion. No marks can be awarded if you don’t answer the 
question, no matter how interesting your response. 
Knowledge of the subject area: Demonstration of understanding of the concepts, theories and issues explored through the course. 
