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WORKING DRAFT FLOWCHART--OIL AND GAS CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES
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Is this
project a standalone

project
?

> 2
oil & gas pads
in same area

?

Are O&G pads
under control of the same 

operator
?

> 600 ft.
edge to edge
of O&G pad

?

NO

NO

YES

YES

individual oil & gas pad; or 
standalone project

A B C D

closely spaced
oil & gas pads

far-apart 
oil & gas pads

construction permit 
not required

YES

NO

NO

NO (< 600 feet )

YES

* Italicized terms are defined
at the end of the flowchart

Is this
an oil and gas

activity*
?

Is this
an oil and gas
construction

activity
?

STOP

NO
(oil and gas industrial activity)

(oil and gas construction activity)

flowchart
not applicable

Is this
project on a

completed oil and gas
site
?

YES

YES

(routine maintenance)
YES

NO
(new site)
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individual oil & gas pad; or 
standalone project

A B C D

closely spaced
oil & gas pads

far-apart 
oil & gas pads

construction permit 
not required

Calculate acreage 
actively disturbed at 
given point in time 
for the operator’s 
single O&G pad or 
other standalone 
project, including 
any access 
structures to the 
O&G pad

Calculate total 
acreage actively 
disturbed at given 
point in time for all 
<600-foot O&G 
pads, including 
access structure to 
pads and 
interconnecting 
structures between 
pads.

Calculate total area 
actively disturbed at 
given point in time 
for the intercon-
necting structure, the 
two O&G pads
connected by the 
interconnecting 
structure, and any 
access structures to 
the O&G pads. 

NPDES Construction Permit Coverage
Required while > 5 acres is actively disturbed

NPDES Construction
Permit Coverage

Not Required

Is area
actively disturbed

at any given point in time
> 5 acres

?

YES

NO

YES
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Is there a
continuous inter-

connecting structure under
the uninterrupted control

of the operator
?

YES

Is the
interconnecting

structure actively dis-
turbed at the same time

as both O&G
pads

?

NO

NO

(calculate
each pad as

single
O&G pad)

(calculate
each pad as

single
O&G pad)
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Access structure: Means a road, pipeline, or other 
linear structure to or from an oil and gas pad, other than 
an interconnecting structure. 

Oil and gas industrial activity: Includes but is not limited 
to seismic surveys; well drilling, completion, re-completion, 
and stimulation; closure of reserve pit and well pad 
reduction; installation and operation of production 
equipment on completed oil and gas pads; production from 
or through existing oil and gas drill sites or processing, 
treatment, or transmission facilities; maintenance of 
existing oil and gas drill sites or processing, treatment, or 
transmission facilities; maintenance of gathering lines and 
utilities; site closure (plugging, abandoning, or removing 
wells or equipment and site restorations). 

Interconnecting structure: Means a road, pipeline, or 
other linear structure to or from one oil and gas pad to 
another under the uninterrupted control of the same oil 
and gas operator. 

Oil and gas pad: Means a well pad, equipment pad, tank 
pad, or facility pad, or other pad for oil and gas activity. 

Oil and gas activity means exploration, production, 
processing, or treatment operations or transmission of oil 
or gas. 

Oil and gas site:  Means an oil and gas pad or an access 
structure or interconnecting structure used for oil and gas 
activity. 

Oil and gas construction activity: Means site 
preparation activity, including clearing, grading, 
excavating operations, at an oil and gas site.  Does not 
include oil and gas industrial activities. 

Standalone project: An individual oil and gas pad.  Or 
another project, generally a linear project such as gathering 
line, utility, or road, that does not connect to another oil and 
gas site that is actively disturbed at the same time. 
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