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*Reasonable Portion = Under the Fair Dealing exceptions of the Canadian Copyright Act, copying under 10% of a 

work is considered fair or reasonable (e.g., a journal article or a chapter in a book).  Individuals can make copies of a 

reasonable portion of a copyright work for private study or research only, but cannot make multiple copies for 

distribution, post to the web, mass email, or sell anything that has been copied from a publication. 

*Public Domain = When the term of copyright protection on a work has expired (See Life Plus Fifty rule), it is said

to have entered into the public domain, and it may be used by anyone. For example, the text of Anne of

Green Gables is now in the public domain.

Life Plus Fifty = The provision in the Copyright Act which states that copyright subsists in a work for the life of

the creator plus fifty years. For anonymous works, the term of duration is publication-plus-fifty

years.

*Creative Commons = A flexible license, applied to the use of digital works only, that allows creators/authors to 

describe allowable and non-allowable uses of their works. For instance, the creator may allow use of a

work under non-commercial conditions if attribution is given.

For further details and guidance, please consult the Copyright Subject Guide 

https://www.hollandcollege.com/library/subject_guides.php

This work is licensed by NSCC under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License. To view a copy of 

this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca/

http://subjectguides.nscc.ca/copyright
http://subjectguides.nscc.ca/copyright
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