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proposal 
The YES Campaign requests funding from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for CAN$25,000 for supporting the participation of 12 female youth leaders at the 3rd Global Youth Employment Summit to be held in Nairobi, Kenya from September 13th – 16th, 2006.  This cost has been arrived at by estimating the cost of air tickets at $2000, and $1000 for registration, accommodation, summit materials including toolkits, and incidental expenses.  The full cost will vary per participant.  However, every effort will be made to find the least expensive tickets for all the proposed participants.   If money should remain after covering their expenses, we propose to increase the number of participants. The YES Campaign is eager to get majority representation from female speakers and delegates at the Kenya Summit, and is in touch with potential participants who are unable to attend because they lack adequate funding to do so. 
overview of the yes campaign

In September 2002, President Bill Clinton and First Lady Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak co-chaired the YES Alexandria Inaugural Summit which welcomed over 1600 delegates, including 1000 youth, from 120 countries to the formal launch of the YES Campaign. The YES Campaign is a youth-led response to the enormous global challenge of youth unemployment. In over 70 countries, young leaders are bringing together diverse stakeholders through the infrastructure of YES Country Networks to take actions that result in productive and sustainable employment for youth. The YES Campaign works with national and global partners to develop and deploy effective programs that realize the following goals:

1. Develop capacity of youth to lead in-country youth employment initiatives

2. Promote (in-country) youth employment to address key development challenges

3. Build in-country coalitions to develop national strategies addressing youth unemployment
 (please see appendix one for more information on the yes campaign)

YES summits
YES Kenya 2006: will move the YES Campaign to the next level in development by focusing on identifying markets at the Bottom of the Pyramid with C K Prahalad, building sustainable livelihoods through Earth Restoration with Hanne Strong, micro-credit for youth, and working with UNIDO and UNCTAD experts to address the issue of building core competencies for trade, foreign direct investment (FDI), and addressing the issue of urban livelihoods with UN Habitat.
In 2002 in Alexandria Egypt, under the guidance of President Clinton and first lady Mrs. Mubarak the decade-long YES Campaign was launched – with the goal to work on youth employment issues as one of the most compelling problems the world is facing today.
In 2003 in Hyderabad, India the Campaign moved to its next level by making the vital link between developmental sectors and employment.  Five key sectors were identified and discussed: Renewable Energy, Water and Sanitation, Information and Communications Technology (ICT), Rural Development, and HIV/AIDS.
In 2004 in Veracruz, Mexico, the YES Campaign was ready to showcase the work of its 70 Country Networks juxtaposed with the work done by expert agencies, NGOs and governments. It was a Summit featuring action and ready to move beyond conversation and debate. 
In 2005 in Ascuncion, Paraguay, participating nations created a road map for collaboration between the YES Campaign and the ILO-Youth Employment Network (YEN) in Latin America, on the basis of ‘National Youth Employment Plans.’ The Summit galvanized country governments in South America to work with civil society partners to creatively address the issue of youth unemployment. 
(please see appendix two for more information on the YES summits)

rationale for the summit
Our experience shows that there are three keys to successful promotion of youth employment: 

1) Building practice-based knowledge and tools, and presenting them in an easy-to-use format

2) Securing institutional and leadership commitment to action

3) Building alliances and networks to promote collaboration. 

Therefore, YES Kenya 2006 will organize, and create a knowledge base that will be designed to empower users with practical tools that will encourage networking and collaboration for youth employment. 
female participation at the summit

The YES summits provide an opportunity to address the issue of gender disparity in developing nations by bringing young, emerging female leaders into the limelight. The women who have been working with YES are role-models in the fields of development, entrepreneurship and community building. They have been doing exemplary work for YES, often as country or regional coordinators. 
Their attendance at the summit is a matter of pride for their family, their community and their country. They come as representatives of the YES network and of their communities. The profiles of a few selected female leaders are provided in the appendix. Of these, most are going to be able to raise their own funding to attend the upcoming Summit. However, the ones who may not be able to do so are country coordinators who are we are requesting funding for. 
(please see appendix three for profiles of female yes leaders)
female leadership & youth participation at the YES kenya summit
Some of the most important benefits for the young participants, male and female, attending the Summit will be:
Learning to Create Markets for the Poor 

YES Kenya 2006 will emphasize on the creation of markets oriented towards economic growth as the fate of the youth entering the labor force is dependant upon it.   Innovative approaches, like the Bottom of the Pyramid, will be discussed so that large corporations collaborate with civil society organizations and local governments in developing markets at the grassroots level.  These markets will then enable poor people to explore their entrepreneurial spirit and become “the engine of the next round of global trade and prosperity.”
 The summit will build the capacity of individuals from all over the world so that they become agents of change in their home countries upon their return from the summit.  Their participation in the summit will also contribute improving the operational environment of their organizations which are oriented to tackle youth unemployment. 

Identifying sectors within which youth employment can be generated

YES has identified sectors within which employment initiatives can be generated.  The participants will get an insight into livelihood opportunities in these areas:  Renewable Energy; Water and Sanitation; Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Rural Development, and HIV/AIDS.  

Learning to Build Capacity

The Summit will include two day capacity building work shop for YES Country Networks Coordinators and leaders to effectively respond to management and leadership issues of the YES Country Networks.  The primary focus will be:

· To work together with the 70 YES Country Network Coordinators to understand and build the skills needed for Conflict Resolution, Team Building, Strategic Planning, Resource Mobilization, Working with Policy Makers, Decentralizing Operations, implementing projects reporting etc.

· To train the coordinators in bringing the potential stakeholders like the government bodies or the private sector to the table and committing to the development of youth livelihoods avenues and opportunities.

· To get input and feedback on the new Regional Co-ordination Plan for the YES Country Networks

· To provide informal and formal networking opportunities for YES Country Network Coordinators to deepen the bonds of friendship and build further commitment to the goals of the YES Campaign

· To help understand how to use the platform that YES Kenya provides and the YES HQ provides to move their country development agenda forward.. 

Selection of female participants

The female participants will be from the CIDA priority countries and programs and will be individuals who are working to promote sustainable employment for youth and, in many cases, YES Country Network leaders.  The YES Campaign will be responsible for carrying out the selection process based on mutually agreed upon guidelines, but a proposed list of individuals follows:  
	
	Country
	Name
	Designation

	1
	Columbia
	Maria Eugenia Osoria
	YES Country Network Coordinator (YES CNC)

	2
	Argentina
	Paolo Costabella
	YES CNC

	3
	Philippines
	Audrey E Codera
	YES CNC

	4
	Romania
	Rodica Silva
	YES CNC 

	5
	Iran
	Hamideh Tabatabaie
	YES CNC

	6
	Somalia
	Fiazi Abdi
	YES CNC

	7
	Bolivia
	Marina Salazar
	YES CNC

	8
	Peru
	Urusula Carrasal
	YES Communications & Project Coordinator, Latin America

	9
	India
	Yamuna Pathak 
	YES Coordinator, Andhra Pradesh, India

	10
	Argentina
	Dacil Acevedo Riqueleme
	YES Global Coordinator 

	11
	Paraguay 
	Mirian Nunez Maidana
	YES CNC

	12
	Panama
	Rose Mary Reyes
	YES CNC


 (testimonials from delegates of yes mexico 2004, appendix four)

why the YES campaign is different: 

The YES Campaign is different because it places youth at the center of the development agenda in a powerful and innovative manner. In an age of social and political unrest, the YES Campaign has emerged as an extremely hopeful campaign for positively channeling the energy and talent of youth, focusing on building the capacity and empowering youth to create sustainable livelihoods. It is a global movement that has placed the growing crisis of youth unemployment on the development agenda at every level. 

This Campaign has captured the imagination, energy, and innovation of youth. YES has been catalytic in organizing and mobilizing young people in over 60 countries to establish YES Country Networks which engage diverse stakeholders, and promote programs and policies for youth employment.  The YES Country Network leaders and members need to be brought to ‘learning events’ like the Kenya Summit so that they can been immersed in understanding the issues, players, meet donors, participate in skill building workshops and express their leadership.  We are confident that upon their return they will work productively for their countries’ development and youth employment 

The Campaign is being organized under the banner of the 6Es enumerated in the Alexandria Declaration. Employment Creation; Employability; Equity; Entrepreneurship; Environmental Sustainability; and Empowerment.  At the Mexico Summit UNESCO added the 7th E for Education.
A unique and effective structure for the fulfillment of the YES Campaign was generated during the four years that led up to the Summit (1998–2002.) the Global Alliance for Youth Employment; it now boasts over five thousand members. The YES Networks have already made substantial accomplishments. In addition, a vibrant discussion list of over 2,000 members discusses and debates new ideas to promote youth employment in their countries, and a Global Knowledge Resource of effective practices, publications and tools is online.

The project meets most of the key areas that the Canadian International Development Agency identifies. Areas such as, empowerment of youth, promoting women’s welfare and participation, poverty alleviation, ensuring sustainability, resolving conflict, promoting cross-cultural understanding, promoting easier access to information related to youth employment, and leading to an overall improvement in the standard of living for so many of the world’s youth. 

The YES Campaign has identified many sectors within which youth employment can be generated:

Renewable Energy: Over 2 billion people live without electricity, which poses a huge development problem. YES, supported by funds from the Global Environment Facility and World Bank, is working to develop innovative strategies for youth entrepreneurship in this sector.

  

Water and Sanitation: Currently over one billion people in the world lack access to safe drinking water. Over the next decade the numbers will grow to 3 billion. In addition, three billion people have inadequate or unsafe sanitation.  

  

Bridging the Digital Divide: Barely 2 percent of the world’s population has Internet access. In more than 80 countries there are fewer than 10 telephone lines for every 100 inhabitants. Youth are the leaders in this field. If given the right support and infrastructure, they can offer many innovative approaches to promote education, health, and rural development. 

   

Rural Development: Over 60 percent of the population in the developing world lives in rural areas. It is therefore important to ensure that new on-farm and off-farm technologies are included in the extension services and that youth are fully engaged in rural development. It is also imperative that we create initiatives to stem urban migration in the rural areas. It is estimated that by 2007, half of the world’s population will live in urban areas not equipped for this mass exodus. 
about education development center, inc.
The Youth Employment Summit (YES) Campaign is based at Education Development Center (EDC) in Newton, Massachusetts. Founded in 1958, EDC is an international non profit organization committed to promoting education, public health, and sustainable development and around the world. The YES Campaign has been a project of EDC since its launch in 1998. The U.S. Internal Revenue Service recognizes EDC as a 501(C)(3) organization. 
	Creating Markets…Unleashing Entrepreneurship

AGENDA FOR YES Kenya 2006

September 13 - 16, 2006


The Agenda for the YES Kenya 2006 includes the following:

I. Plenary Sessions: 

· YES Campaign Works!  Methodology and Grassroots Action…meet the leaders

· Creating Markets…Unleashing Entrepreneurship a workable approach

· Building Trade Capacity…taking advantage of Trade agreements and creating a globalization dividend 

· Attracting Foreign Direct Investment…some success stories

· Building an Entrepreneurial Culture…many models…seeking synergy!

II. Breakout Sessions on Creating Markets…Unleashing Entrepreneurs in 5  Emerging Employment Sectors for Youth:

· Renewable Energy 

· Water and Sanitation

· On-Farm and Off-Farm Enterprises 

· Information and Communication Technologies

· HIV/AIDS 

III. Breakout Sessions on Building Trade Capacity
· Trade and Tourism
· Trade and Agriculture
· Trade and Leather goods
· Trade and Outsourcing
IV. Breakout Sessions on Attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

· FDI and Renewable Energy

· FDI and Information and Communications Technologies

· FDI in producing consumer goods and garments etc.

· FDI and core competencies

V. Breakout Sessions on Building an Entrepreneurial Culture

· Promoting Micro enterprises

· Business Development Services

· Mentoring

· Micro Finance

· Entrepreneurship curriculum

· Service Learning

VI. Parallel Sessions on Giving and Investment in Youth Employment

· Multilateral and Regional Banks

· Foundations

· Bilateral Donors

· UN Agencies

· The Private Sector

VII. Parallel Sessions on Innovations in Development
· The YES Academy

· The Youth Employment Network

· Social Entrepreneurship

· Partnership between Rotary, Junior Achievement, SAGE and YES

VIII. Parallel Sessions on Action Planning
· Bottom of the Pyramid Model

· Trade Development

· Attracting Foreign Direct Investment

· Building an Entrepreneurial Culture

	DRAFT AGENDA

	Opening Day


Wednesday, September 13, 2006 
	Day Two

Thursday, September 14 2006 

	7:00-9:00 a.m. 

Registration

9:00-9:30 a.m.

Welcome and Agenda for the Day

9:30-11.00 a.m. Plenary

YES Campaign Works!  Methodology and Grassroots Action…meet the leaders

11:00-11.30 a.m.  Coffee Break

11:30- 1.00 p.m. Plenary

Creating Markets…Unleashing Entrepreneurship a workable approach

1.00 –2.30 p.m.

Lunch
2:30 – 4.30 p.m. Parallel Sessions

(1) Renewable Energy  (2) Water and Sanitation  (3) On-Farm and Off-Farm Enterprises (4) Information and Communication Technologies (5) HIV/AIDS 

4:30 to 5:00 p.m. 

Coffee  

6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Welcome Ceremony

Dinner


	8:00-9:00 a.m.

Registration and Reception

9:00 – 9.15 a.m. 

Welcome, Recap and Agenda for the Day

9:30-11.00 a.m. Plenary

Building Trade Capacity…taking advantage of Trade agreements and creating a globalization dividend 

11:00-11.30 a.m.  Coffee Break

11:30- 1.00 p.m. Plenary

Attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) learning from success stories

1.00 –2.30 p.m.

Lunch
2:30 – 4.30 p.m. Parallel Sessions

(1) Trade and Tourism (2) Trade and Agriculture (3) Trade and Leather goods (4)  Trade and Outsourcing (5) FDI and Renewable Energy (6) FDI and Information and Communications Technologies (7) FDI in producing consumer goods and garments etc. (8) FDI and core competencies

4:30 to 5:00 p.m. 

Coffee

5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Open Sessions and Networking




	DRAFT AGENDA

	Day Three

Friday, September 15, 2006


	Day Four

Saturday, September 16, 2006

	8:00-9:00 a.m.

Registration and Reception

9:00 – 9.15 a.m. 

Welcome, Recap and Agenda for the day

9:30-11.00 a.m. Plenary

Building an Entrepreneurial Culture…many models…seeking synergy!

11:00-11.30 a.m.  Coffee Break

11:30- 1.00 p.m. Parallel Sessions on

Giving and Investment in Youth Employment

(1) Multilateral and Regional Banks (2) Foundations (3) Bilateral Donors (4) UN 

Agencies (5) The Private Sector

1.00 –2.30 p.m.

Lunch
2:30 – 4.30 p.m. Breakout  Sessions

(1) Building an Entrepreneurial culture (2) Promoting Micro enterprises (3) Business Development Services (4) Mentoring (5) Micro Finance (6) Entrepreneurship curriculum (6) Service Learning

4:30 to 5:00 p.m. 

Coffee

5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Open Sessions and Networking


	8:00-9:00 a.m.

Registration and Reception

9:00 – 9.15 a.m. 

Welcome, Recap and Agenda for the day

9:30-11.00 a.m. Parallel Sessions on

Innovations in Development

(1) The YES Academy (2) The Youth Employment Network (3) Social Entrepreneurship (4) Partnership between Rotary, Junior Achievement, SAGE and YES

11:00-11.30 a.m.  Coffee Break

11:30- 1.00 p.m. Parallel Sessions on

Action Planning

(1) Bottom of the Pyramid Model (2) Trade Development (3) Attracting Foreign Direct Investment (4) Building an Entrepreneurial Culture

1.00 –2.30 p.m.

Lunch
2:30 – 5 p.m. Closing Ceremony




Appendix I
About the YES Campaign
The Youth Employment Summit (YES) Campaign is an initiative of the Boston-based Education Development Center Inc., (EDC) an award winning world leader in education, health and workforce development.  The objective of this Campaign is to build capacity of the 60 YES Country Networks to:

1. Develop the capacity of youth to lead in-country youth employment initiatives
2. Promote (in-country) youth employment to address key development challenges
3. Build in-country coalitions to develop national strategies addressing youth unemployment

We do this by building the capacity of youth and bringing them as equal partners to the global and national tables.  The Campaign has identified a real need and a clear opportunity: to engage youth in building their communities and countries with an employment-led approach. 

Since the inception of this project in 1998, over 50 global, national, and local consultations have been convened to share lesson learned and build an action-oriented coalition for youth employment.  So far over 100 projects have been launched.  The Campaign Committee and Advisory Group are made up of global leaders, including Dr. MS Swaminathan, Jeffery Sachs, Ismail Serageldin, Muhammud Yunus, Carlos Magarinos, Thoraya Obaid and Anna Tibaijuka.

The Campaign has demonstrated exceptional organizational skills, global credibility, local support, and world leadership to bring attention to the pernicious issue of global youth poverty, and the need to focus on employment generation. To really succeed in this effort it is essential to strengthen the skills, linkages, and programmatic capacity of the YES Country Networks - to make them self reliant. 

The YES Campaign Committee hosts Global Summits every alternate year in order to ensure that the goals of the YES Campaign are kept alive during the course of the ten year campaign and as a means to strengthen the capacity of the YES Country Network Coordinators.  All of these Summits are organized in partnership with national governments, and bring together diverse stakeholders to network, engage in dialogue, share effective practices, participate in capacity-building workshops, and build commitment to action.  YES Kenya 2006 will build on what the Campaign has accomplished since the global summits held in Alexandria (2002) and Mexico (2004), as well as the regional forum in India (2003). 

Appendix II
Additional Information about Previous Summits

Alexandria Summit, September 7-11, 2002:

The YES Campaign was launched at the first global Youth Employment Summit held in Alexandria, Egypt, in 2002. Co-chaired by Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, and President William J. Clinton the Summit attracted over 1,600 delegates and participants from over 200 countries – 1,000  of which were youth. The YES Campaign was organized and launched as a decade of action under the banner of the 6Es enumerated in the Alexandria Declaration – Employment Generation, Employability, Equity, Entrepreneurship, Environmental Sustainability and Empowerment.  
YES Hyderabad Regional Forum, December 2003:

In December 2003, YES Campaign organized a Regional Forum in Hyderabad, India, to revisit the issue of problems plaguing youth livelihood creation in South and South-East Asia region.  Attended by delegates from 44 countries, all five days of the Forum were imbued with discussions on about “what works” and “promising strategies” in the five informal sectors of renewable energy, on-farm and off farm (rural development), water and sanitation, Information and Communication Technology, and HIV/AIDS.  It was also a time for the Campaign to evaluate its own progress since its inception in September 2002.  One of the biggest accomplishments of the Campaign was the launch of the international YES Academy which is poised to become the hub of YES youth empowerment related project research and development in the region.  A coalition of the government of Andhra Pradesh, MS Swaminathan Foundation, and the YES Campaign, the Academy will also act as an incubator for nascent projects on youth livelihood creation.  
YES Mexico 2004 October
The Mexico Youth Employment Summit was held in Boca Del Rio, Veracruz, Mexico from the 4th to the 7th of October, 2004.  Over 1500 delegates from 105 countries attended the summit.  In addition to the 4-day event, the YES Country Network Coordinators attended a two-day capacity building workshop prior the Summit.  During YES Mexico 2004, national strategies were reviewed within the context of the YES Framework for Action and successful programs, policies, and projects were highlighted and shared among the delegates.   YES Mexico was an important milestone is terms of evaluating the global progress on youth employment.  In this context, the Summit provided an opportunity to reflect on the achievements of the Campaign over the two year period since its launch.  The Summit also provided a space to showcase the achievements and lessons learned of the YES Country Networks.  Further, the “State of the YES Campaign Report 2004,” assessing the impact of YES Campaign was released during the Summit. 

YES Paraguay Regional Forum, September 2005:

This Regional Forum, held in Asuncion in September 2005, was organized by the joint collaboration of the Government of Paraguay, YES Latin America and YES Paraguay. It was hosted under the banner: Latin American Encounter on Youth Employment: Towards Achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It resulted in the formation of a road map for collaboration between the YES Campaign and the ILO-Youth Employment Network (YEN) in Latin America. This included conclusions, recommendations and suggestions from the special forum on “National Youth Employment Plans.” These national plans are designed to be a collaborative effort on the part of governments, international organizations and YES network coordinators. Brazil was the first country where a YEN-YES cooperation got underway. In 2006, with the support of YES Latin America, YES Networks of El Salvador, Ecuador, Panama, Colombia, Chile, Dominican Republic among others will get their governments involved as YEN members. It was also a time for an update and review of the Regional Action Plan of the YES Campaign in Latin America. It allowed different country coordinators to reflect upon their progress thus far, learn from each other’s experiences, and chalk out the path ahead. 

Appendix III

YES COUNTRY NETWORKS GLOBAL COORDINATOR:
DACIL ACEVEDO RIQUELME
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Dacil Acevedo Riquelme is from Argentina, and since the 90s has led a new generation of outstanding young men and women in Latin America. She is a PhD Candidate in International Relations from the Universidad del Salvador (USAL) from Argentina and is working currently on a thesis project on Global Youth Action Networks (GANs). Among other recognitions in her country, she has received the Outstanding Youth Award from the Argentinean Chamber of Commerce, in 1992.

As Founder of the Argentinean Center for International Cooperation and Development (CACID), Dacil has led the efforts of the Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) in Argentina and has widely promoted this celebration in Latin America, translating the training toolkit into Spanish and Portuguese and making its content culturally appropriate. In 1995, she was selected as one of the most outstanding youth leaders from Latin America by the Inter American Development Bank (IADB). She later co-founded the IDB Youth Network. In 1997, with the support of this IADB, Dacil organized the First Youth Forum Mercosur, Bolivia and Chile: Alternatives to Youth Unemployment that then allowed the launch of the first technical cooperation between IADB and young entrepreneurs in Argentina. Since 2003, she has been an active member of the IADB Social Equity Forum – a 40 persons Latin American leaders forum- that advises the bank on the promotion of social equity public policies in the region. Dacil has had substantial experiences developing civil society initiatives, as well as in the public sector. She worked in the government sector in her country, first as International Relations Coordinators of the Youth Minister and then as Coordinator of the first Buenos Aires City Social Responsibility Program.

At the global level, since 2002, Dacil is the International Advisor of the Global Youth Action Network (GYAN). She received in the same year the Young Civil Leader award by the Taiwanese American Foundation (TAF) and the Asia Pacific Public Affairs Forum for her contributions to global civil society. In 2004, she was the Scientific Coordinator of the Youth Forum that took place in the 18th World Volunteers Conference of the International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE).

Within YES, she has walked the national, regional and global path. In 2002, she coordinated the YES Argentina Network and organized a national preparatory consultation and the Argentinean delegation that attended the Alexandria Summit that launched the YES Campaign. At the Alexandria Summit, she was named by Esteban Gonzalez (YES Co- Chairman) and Poonam Ahluwalia (YES Campaign Executive Director) as YES Latin America Ambassador. Since then, she has widely promoted the YES Campaign in the Latin American region and supported the region’s active participation in the YES Mexico Summit in 2004. That year, she was invited to be the YES Regional Coordinator for Latin America. From this new position, she has developed a very strong network of 17 Latin American countries, which has been a role model for other YES regions.

At the Veracruz Summit she was invited to give the closing speech, in which she addressed 2000 participants from all over the world, “The YES Campaign is a concrete way to think globally and act locally, and more important…. it is a leadership school that gives us the opportunity for collective action –on the global, regional, national level –to transform the lives of thousands of youth in our countries…those youth that suffer the lack of hope due to unemployment and that suffer from social and economic exclusion…those youth that now with the wonderful work of the YES Networks worldwide are building up productive and sustainable livelihoods.”
Since 2004, Dacil has made Panama her home. In July 2005 she opened the YES Latin America office as an “incubator of synergies and partnerships for regional programs and projects under the umbrella of the YES Campaign” located in the City of Knowledge in Panama City, a regional hub that gathers international organizations, high tech companies and academic programs. Since then she has built up a YES Latin American team with other youth leaders that support the regional work of the YES Coordinators. In September 2005, YES Latin America, the Government of Paraguay and YES Network in Paraguay organized the First Latin American Encounter on Youth Employment: Towards Achieving the Millennium Development Goals, where the First YES Latin America Coordinators Workshop and a Special Forum on Youth Employment Plans took place. This first YES Latin America Encounter gathered the region’s youth employment stakeholders and ended with the Asuncion Declaration, which recommended how to achieve the UN’s Millennium Development Goals in the region, taking youth as key actors of development.

Since May 2006, a new challenge for Dacil has taken place with her appointment by the YES Campaign’s Executive Director as the YES Country Networks Global Coordinator, where she expects to put all her regional experience to the service of continuing to develop the capacity of the global network.

YES NIGERIA COUNTRY COORDINATOR: PAMELA BRAIDE
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Architecture graduate, musician, PR consultant, KIND (Kudirat Initiative for Democracy) alumni and NGO volunteer – Pamela Braide wears many hats, but it is in her capacity as YES Country Network Coordinator in Nigeria that we know her best. 

For many years Pamela Braide has been deeply involved in youth development work, gender equity issues and in developing platforms for civil society advocacy. It is therefore not surprising that she took on the important job as Coordinator of the Youth Employment Summit Country Network of Nigeria – a position in which she can successfully combine these areas of interest. 

For the past few years Pamela Braide has been leading the Nigerian country network into new paths and adventures and she recently initiated a national policy review in Nigeria. YCN Nigeria is thus in the process of reviewing the Nigerian National Employment Policy – a revolutionary exercise in that it involves youth as participatory members and policy-makers. The purpose of the review is to establish to what extend the National Employment Policy addresses the current issue of youth unemployment in Nigeria and allows young people to influence the shape and content of national policies. This project shows that Pamela Braide has a long-term vision of what can be achieved if youth are brought into the main-fold of the important arena of public dialogue and policy-making. 

Her professional life is spend heading a multimedia production and event management company – a position in which she manages to combine her degree in architecture and her artistic skills. These latter skills recently earned her a grant for production of a video highlighting Nigeria’s Women Leaders. 

Undoubtedly, the YES Campaign in Nigeria will reach new heights under the leadership of Pamela Braide. We are proud to have her on the YES team. 

YES SINGAPORE COUNTRY COORDINATOR: MARTHA LEE
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Martha is a young women, 29 years old, and intensely passionate about empowering women, aiding youths in achieving their full potential and promoting financial literacy. 

Martha is the President of Youth Employment (Singapore) [YES] - www.yes.org.sg, which is a partner of the Youth Employment Summit. She is the ex-president of International Young Professionals Foundation (www.iypf.org) where she helped review and monitor the operations of the organization. 

Martha first started volunteering with Association of Women for Action and Research (www.aware.org.sg). She helped in the design and development of the course materials and game-based learning techniques for their one-day Financial Intelligence Training (FIT) program launched in May 2003. She remains game facilitator as well as course lecturer for FIT. 

Her writings have been published in Recruit (Straits Times), Life (Straits Times), Today and Streats. The Straits Times is Singapore’s most read English daily, while Today and Streats are commuter papers.

Martha Lee has ten years of working experience, most of which is in communications. 

Martha holds a Bachelor of Arts (Communications) from Monash University. She is a member of International Who's Who of Professionals, Toastmasters International, IYPF and IPRS (Institute of Public Relations of Singapore). 
YES TANZANIA COUNTRY COORDINATOR: Kaanaeli Kaale
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Kaanaeli Kaale is the founder Chairperson of Tanzania Media and Youth Development Association. A journalist by profession, she has been working with Business Times Limited, and writing for Majira, the leading daily Swahili Newspaper.

She is committed to promoting the Youth Employment Summit. For her, YES is a ground-breaking campaign and as country co-ordinator for Tanzania, she feel strongly about its potential for making a positive difference in the lives of Tanzanian youth. 

“I recognize that one of the consequences of youth unemployment is poverty, which has been proven to lead to various other social problems including engagement in promiscuous behaviors such as petty theft, armed robbery, drug abuse and unsafe sex. Through identifying the specific employment problems in our country, we can begin also to target the specific needs. For example, we realize that while there are many possibilities for self-employment, there is a lack of access to the capital and skills necessary to create such opportunities.

It’s my hope that poor countries, like my country Tanzania, have an opportunity to create the conditions necessary to increase the number of youth involved in gainful employment. If we sit together to highlight the problems, then we will be able to find workable and sustainable solutions.
Let us build a strong network and work hard to prepare ourselves for the upcoming youth summit that will pave the highway for the future of youth around the world, and create opportunities for sustainable economic development.”

The Country Network for YES Tanzania is working hard to localize the Youth Employment Summit - by publicizing the Summit and the issue of unemployment in Tanzania and by mobilizing various organizations and individuals to use the skills and resources. 







YES COMMUNICATION & PROJECT COORDINATOR, LATIN AMERICA:
Ursula Carrascal
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Ursula is a 27 years old young professional who has had a long and abiding interest in development work. Ursula has been the national coordinator of YES Peru, where now she is an adviser. She also is the media coordinator of YES in Latin American.

Ursula is a lover of life and nature, so she wants do everything needed to protect it. Having lived her whole life in a developing country, she knows the meaning of discrimination, corruption, poverty. Although, she is not poor; she has been in direct contact with communities that are struggling due to poverty and lack. “To speak about poverty, we need touch it and to feel the hunger. Those that fight in the name of the problem and don’t know what its face is, they cannot understand wherefrom it has come.” 

Ursula has also been working as an activist for environmental causes and human rights. She won the International Youth Ecology Prize in 2000 and also served as the General Secretary of VIDA (a non-profit working in the area of environment and ecology). As a journalist, she has been writing on issues of youth employment and development. Her work with YES has allowed her to develop the YES Peru network, and now she is using her skills as a writer and designer to work as a communications and project coordinator, skillfully pulling together different aspects of YES publications materials for the Latin American region. 
YES PANAMA COUNTRY COORDINATOR: Rose Mary Reyes González
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Rose Mary Gonzalez has been the country coordinator for YES Panama since 2004. She had the opportunity to participate and contribute in the YES Mexico Summit and says, “I had the huge opportunity to participate in II Summit YES in Mexico and participating in the Summit I could know the YES philosophy and much more. In 2005, I could attend the I Latin American Encounter of YES Coordinators in Paraguay. With other country coordinators we shared and learnt more about YES and how to develop the network in our countries.”

This year she is once again busy with preparations for the Kenya Summit and is in the process of developing a delegation from Panama, such that she can highlight the work that has been done by YES Panama under her guidance, and bring new ideas for youth development to the fore. 

YES HONDURAS COUNTRY COORDINATOR: Norma Carías Montiel
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Norm is the country coordinator for YES Honduras. She is studying towards her doctorate in Social Psychology and Anthropology at the University of Salamanca, Spain. She is qualified as a psychologist and wishes to relate her work to the field of social work and development. 

She was the founder of a NGO called CEPROSAF (Center for Promotion of Health in Families and Communities), which supports people who live with HIV/AIDS, and offers basic health education to young people, families, communities as well as government personnel in the ministries of health and education. She worked for 8 years with adolescents and at-risk youth on a project developed by the European Union. She is also Honduran delegate at the International Youth Parliament and has been actively involved with youth-oriented causes since the beginning of her professional career. She was the ideal choice for the position of country coordinator for the YES network in Honduras. 
She is coordinating the work of the YES network in Honduras with the International Youth Parliament and OXFAM Australia in order to develop a project that facilitates the right opportunities to nurture young leaders in the developing world. 
 Appendix IV
Mexico Summit, 2004: Testimonials by Youth Delegates

After YES Mexico 2004, sponsored youth went back to their countries and put in practice the skills they learned at the Summit.  They also continued building the partnerships initiated in the networking sessions of the Summit, and are taking the steps needed to place youth employment firmly on the development agenda.   Some examples of concrete outcomes derived from YES Mexico 2004 include 
1) Ghana’s Stakeholder Conference on Youth and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Organized by the YES Ghana Coordinator, Emmanuel Edudzie, he planned this conference after meeting officials from ILO and the Millennium Campaign in YES Mexico 2004. The Conference emphasized in the role of youth in the fulfillment of the MDGs in his native country. In this regard, Emmanuel gives his testimonial as a participant of the Mexico summit and what he considers an important outcome:  

“One major example (of the outcomes) is the link I made with Regina Monticone who is the Special Advisor to the International Labor Organization’ Youth Employment Network.  I met her during the summit and after a few minutes of discussion we both agreed to work together to implement YEN Action Plan process in Ghana” 

Emmanuel Edudzie, YES Ghana Coordinator

2) Another grantee, Mr. Praveen Kumar - YES India Coordinator, was able to lead a process that almost replicated the YES Mexico summit at a national scale in India.  The YES India Network welcomed over 500 youth participants to their Youth Conference and the Launch of Dr. J. Jayalalitha Youth Employment Program on 1-2 April 2005.  Also, a YES Network Capacity Building Workshop exclusively for YES Coordinators and Sector Coordinators of YCNs from 10 Indian States was also held.  In this sense, Mr. Kumar states that:

“The practices showcased (in Mexico) have immense potential for scaling and replication.  They also provide learning opportunities for youth leaders, NGOs, policy makers, businesses and government agencies. The sectors covered here include Renewable Energy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Rural Development (on-farm & off-farm), Water and Sanitation, HIV/AIDS and other emerging sectors – Urban poverty”.

Praveen Kumar, YES India Coordinator
3) Another tangible outcome from the Summit was the realization of the 3rd Global Youth Employment Summit in Kenya.  At YES Mexico 2004, Mr. Gathecha Kamau –YES Kenya Coordinator and Ms. Poonam Ahluwalia –YES Executive Director, met with Kenyan Government representatives from the Ministry of Gender, Sports, Culture, and Social Services and enrolled them into powerfully working with their government to host the next global summit.  After witnessing the results of the Summit, the government representatives and the YES Kenya coordinator went back to their country and held more discussions about the possibility.  Within a few months the Government of Kenya accepted the invitation made to host the 3rd Global Youth Employment Summit in 2006.   
4) Other testimonials from some of the grantees are:

 This year (2005) after meeting the World Bank Asia representative in Mexico, we applied for the World Bank’s Development Marketplace and are hopeful in winning the award”

Sudyumna Dahal, YES Nepal Co-coordinator 

YES Mauritius would like to apply in our country some of the experiences learned in Mexico the field of youth entrepreneurship, renewable energy entrepreneurship, and other successful models exhibited.”

Mahendranath Busgopaul, YES Mauritius Coordinator

� CK Prahalad, The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid, Pearson P T R, 2004
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