Legal Persuasive Writing
You may wonder asking why legal writing at all as distinct from the writing skills which you have acquired since your primary education. You may further inquire if legal writing serves a special purpose that is not covered by your skill. Certainly the skills of writing that you have acquired so far from different courses would not be useless. Rather, your background would furnish great support to your ability to practice legal writing. Never the less you will need more time and effort to understand and practice legal writing. This is because legal writing involves specialized forms of writing. Hence, this chapter will introduce you with the nature and distinguishing features of legal writing
Legal writing places heavy weight to authority. This is so because the law operates with reference to authority. In most legal writings, the writer must back up assertions and statements with proper reference to authority. This is particularly the case when one is writing articles, teaching materials and books. Here the authority may pertain to rules, custom or contract, as the case may be. In the common law legal system precedents (i.e. judgments of higher courts) are also invoked as authorities. II Citation The legal profession has its own unique system of citation. While it serves to provide the experienced reader with enough information to evaluate and retrieve the cited authorities, it may, at first, frustrate a lay reader. Every legal school, no matter whether it has adopted its own code of citation, requires proper use of citation. 
