Parent Tribute Speech

By Bretany Swart

Good evening,

| have immense pride in speaking before you today and |
am honoured to be giving tribute to our dear parents who
have been here to guide us through all these years.

| can still remember the first day of school, clinging
desperately to my mother’s arm, my small fingers
clutching hopelessly, fearing the unfamiliar world | was
about to step into.

| also remember the soothing words of encouragement
and endearment that were hushed to me. The trust | had
even at such a young age had me puffing out my chest
and charging into that classroom with new found
determination.

You took care of us in every aspect; you got us out of
bed and ready in the morning, cooked for us, cleaned up
behind us, and disciplined us in ways that were crucial in
making us who we are today. You protected us with
every fibre of your being, and nurtured us when we got
hurt.

You were there with a warm shoulder for us to cry on
through the hard times in our lives, comforting us back to
normal. You were there for our first steps, our first words,
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and our first scars. You have shown pride in our simplest accomplishments, such as a scribbled drawing that took us

all of thirty seconds to make.

Making you proud was the best feeling; it filled us with the confidence to keep practicing the things we love. These
small acts of encouragement are what gave us our hobbies and talents that we now possess. You taught us so many
constructive things with total patience, like how to swim and ride a bike.

We grew up all too fast, slowly leaving our adolescence behind to inevitably put you through the next stage in our

lives.

Anne Frank once said, “Parents can only give good advice or put them on the right paths, but the final forming of a

person’s character lies in their own hands.”

The accuracy of this statement is only now fully understood. We now have to decide where we go from here and what

kind of person we would like to be.
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We were always dependent of you, wanting to be by your sides as much as possible. This leisurely changed as you
had to slowly start teaching us how to get along without you and become independent.

You have invested in us- emotionally, physically, mentally, and financially, devoting yourselves completely into
helping us to proceed in life. You're always there to catch us when we fall and to also push us back into place when
we stray dangerously. Your love is endless and always forgiving, no matter how we act or treat you.

We often took advantage of that unconditional love; never fully appreciating what we are so lucky to have. We failed
to acknowledge the challenges and difficulties that you had to go through in everyday life of raising us.

You did these things not expecting anything in return, making sacrifices to better our futures. You were a constant
safety net for us, lifting us back up after we made mistakes. You were the strongest of warriors when it came to our
safety, protecting us when need be.

Your defence of us was limited as we got older, getting us ready for the hardships that we would meet one day alone.
You were teachers in many ways, showing us how to get along without you.

Without you, we would be lost. All these things that you have done for us have made us better and more secure
people. You have taught us everything needed to get us here in this moment, making us evermore grateful.

The success that is celebrated here today is dedicated to you, our beloved parents, for without your support we would
not be here. Thank you for getting us here today.
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