
PATIENT OBSERVATION CHART
Modified Early Warning Score (MEWS) Key 

Resuscitation Status should be established by the Primary Medical Team
Score 3 2 1 0 1 2 3
Resp. rate ≤

≤

≤

≤

8 9 - 19 20 - 30 31 - 35 36
SpO2 84% 85 - 89% 90 - 92% 93%
*Inspired O2 (Fi O2)

* Inspired O2 (Fi O2) % can be adjusted for post-op patients as per hospital policy - document below

On Air O2 therapy > 35%
Temp (°C) 34.0 < 34.1 - 35 35.1 - 35.9 36 - 37.9 38 - 38.5 ≥

≥
≥

≥

38.6
Systolic BP (mmHg) See Table 1
Pulse (BPM) 40 41 - 50 51 - 99 100 - 110 111 - 129 130
AVPU/CNS Response New Agitation/Confusion Alert Voice Pain/Unresponsive

< 80mls 80 - 119mls 120 - 800mls > 800mls

Parameters Acceptable rate Date/Time Signature Patient not for ERT Call
Resp. rate Signature
SpO2 Position/Grade
Fi O2 Date
Pulse (BPM)
Systolic BP (mmHg) Patient for palliative care
Urine output Signature
Is patient on frusemide Y/N Position/Grade
Known CNS abnormality - specify Date
Other

MEWS PROTOCOL (Escalation Flow Chart)
Modified Early Warning Score Total

MEWS 1 Stage 1 Inform CNM/Nurse in Charge and document in patient record. 

MEWS 2-3
Stage 2

Inform CNM/Nurse in Charge. Inform SHO of MEWS 2 or 3 and request to review within
1 hour. Record observations at least every 30 minutes until reviewed. SHO to specify
frequency of observations, formulate management plan and document. 

MEWS of 3 
Stage 2a

or more in any 
single parameter

MEWS 4-6

Stage 3

MEWS ≥ 7

Stage 4

Patient Name:
Date of Birth:
Healthcare Record No: 

Addressograph

IF THE RESPONSE IS NOT CARRIED OUT AS ABOVE 
THE CNM / NURSE IN CHARGE MUST CONTACT THE 

REGISTRAR OR CONSULTANT

Where physiological parameters are outside the normal range 
Registrar or Consultant to define acceptable parameters for this patient

**Urinary Output (over 4hrs)

Inform CNM/Nurse in Charge. Request immediate review by Registrar. Record 
observations at least every 15 minutes until reviewed. Registrar to specify 
frequency of observations, formulate management plan and document. Stay with 
patient. 

Inform CNM/Nurse in Charge. Inform Registrar of MEWS 4-6 and request to review 
within 30 minutes. Record observations at least every 15 minutes until reviewed. 
Registrar to specify frequency of observations, formulate management plan and 
document. Consider transfer of patient to a higher level of care. Activate Emergency 
Response Team as appropriate to hospital model. Stay with patient.

Inform CNM/Nurse in Charge. Request immediate review by Registrar. Record 
observations at least every 15 minutes until reviewed. Registrar to specify frequency 
of observations, formulate management plan and document. Plan to transfer to a 
higher level of care. Activate Emergency Response Team as appropriate to hospital 
model. Stay with patient. 



M
od

ifi
ed

 E
ar

ly
 W

ar
ni

ng
 

Sc
or

in
g 

Sy
st

em
 (M

EW
S)

M
od

ifi
ed

 E
ar

ly
 W

ar
ni

ng
 S

co
rin

g 
Sy

st
em

0
  

  
1

  
  

2
  

  
3

  
  

4
  

  
5

C
on

su
lta

nt
:

N
am

e:
H

ea
lth

ca
re

 R
ec

or
d 

N
o:

 
D

at
e 

of
 B

irt
h:

A
dd

re
ss

:

Ye
ar

 _
__

__
__

__
   

 W
ar

d
M

on
th

D
at

e 
Ti

m
e

 
 ≥

36
31

-3
5

20
-3

0
9-

I9
 ≤

 8
R

es
pi

ra
tio

n 
Sc

or
e 

O
xy

ge
n 

Th
er

ap
y

O
2

2

 ro
ut

e
O

2 (
%

/li
tre

s)
O

 >
35

%
O

2 S
co

re
 

93
+

90
-9

2
85

-8
9

0-
84

Sp
O

2 S
co

re
 

18
0

17
0

16
0

15
0

14
0

13
0

12
0

11
0

10
0 90 80 70 60 50 40 30

Pu
ls

e 
Sc

or
e

20
0

19
0

18
0

17
0

16
0

15
0

14
0

13
0

12
0

11
0

10
0 90 80 70 60 50 40 30

B
P 

Sc
or

e 
≥

38
.6

38
.0

-3
8.

5
36

.0
-3

7.
9

35
.1

-3
5.

9
34

.1
-3

5.
0

≤
34

.0
Te

m
p 

Sc
or

e

>
80

0m
ls

12
0-

80
0m

ls
80

-1
19

m
ls

<
80

m
ls

C
at

he
te

r Y
/N

 
U

rin
e 

Sc
or

e 
NE

W
 A

gi
ta

tio
n/

Co
nf

us
io

n 
A

le
rt

 (A
)

Vo
ic

e 
(V

)
Pa

in
 (P

)
U

nr
es

po
ns

iv
e 

(U
)

N
eu

ro
 S

co
re

To
ta

l M
EW

S
In

iti
al

s
G

ra
de

≥ 
36

31
-3

5
20

-3
0

9-
I9

≤ 
 

8

93
+

90
-9

2
85

-8
9

0-
84 18

0
17

0
16

0
15

0
14

0
13

0
12

0
11

0
10

0
90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20

0
19

0
18

0
17

0
16

0
15

0
14

0
13

0
12

0
11

0
10

0
90 80 70 60 50 40 30 ≥3

8.
6

38
.0

-3
8.

5
36

.0
-3

7.
9

35
.1

-3
5.

9
34

.1
-3

5.
0

≤3
4.

0

>8
00

m
ls

12
0-

80
0m

ls
80

-1
19

m
ls

<8
0m

ls

(A
)

(V
)

(P
)

(U
)

R
ou

te
: T

ra
ch

eo
st

om
y 

M
as

k 
(T

M
) N

as
al

 C
an

nu
la

 (N
C

)
 

 F
ac

e 
M

as
k 

(F
M

) 
 R

oo
m

 A
ir 

(R
A

)

M
in

im
um

 n
or

m
al

 o
ut

pu
t i

s 
0.

5m
ls

/K
g/

hr
**

If 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

no
 c

on
ce

rn
s 

ab
ou

t t
he

 v
ol

um
es

 o
f u

rin
e 

pa
ss

ed
, t

he
n 

√ 
0 

sc
or

e,
 o

th
er

w
is

e 
re

co
rd

 u
rin

ar
y 

ou
tp

ut
 in

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 ra
ng

e.

3 2 1 0 3 3 0 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 1 0 2

1

1 3 3

3

Respirations
(breaths
 per minute)

O2 >35%
scores 3 

otherwise
score 0

SpO2Sats %
insert number

Pulse Rate
(beats per minute)

Blood Pressure (mmHg)
Plot BP in usual way but Score

 Systolic only see Table 1
on reverse

Pa
tie

nt
’s

 
N

or
m

al
 B

P
 /

m
m

H
g

If 
no

t k
no

w
n,

do
ct

or
 to

 id
en

tif
y

ta
rg

et
 B

P

Temp (oC) Urinary Output  
(mls over
4 hours)

CNS
Response



C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

To
ol

STa
bl

e 
1

ys
to

lic
 B

lo
od

 P
re

ss
ur

e 
Sc

or
e T

ab
le

Us
ua

l S
BP 20
0s

19
0s

18
0s

17
0s

16
0s

15
0s

14
0s

13
0s

12
0s

11
0s

10
0s 90
s

80
s

70
s

19
0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4

18
0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 4 4

17
0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 4

16
0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 3 4 4

15
0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 4 4

14
0 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 4 4

13
0 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 4

12
0 3 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 4

11
0 3 3 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 4

10
0 4 3 3 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 4

90 5 4 3 3 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4

80 5 4 4 3 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4

CURRENT BP

U
rin

al
ys

is
D

at
e 

/T
im

e

Sp
ec

ifi
c 

G
ra

vi
ty

pH Pr
ot

ei
n

B
lo

od
G

lu
co

se
N

itr
at

es
K

et
on

es
O

th
er

 (s
pe

ci
fy

)

O
th

er
 C

ha
rt

s 
in

 U
se

:
Fl

ui
d 

Ba
la

nc
e

G
la

sg
ow

 C
om

a 
Sc

or
e

Bl
oo

d 
G

lu
co

se

D
at

e:
   

  
Ti

m
e:

   
  

Pa
in

 S
co

re
: 

D
ai

ly
 w

ei
gh

t/F
lu

id
 b

al
an

ce
: 

If 
pa

tie
nt

s 
w

ei
gh

t i
nc

re
as

es
 d

ay
 o

n 
da

y 
th

ey
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

flu
id

 re
te

nt
io

n.
 

W
he

n 
in

di
ca

te
d 

ch
ec

k 
th

e 
pa

tie
nt

s 
w

ei
gh

t e
ve

ry
 2

4 
ho

ur
s 

an
d 

ca
lc

ul
at

e 
flu

id
 b

al
an

ce
.

D
at

e:
 

W
ei

gh
t (

K
g)

:
Fl

ui
d 

ba
la

nc
e 

+/
-(m

l):
B

ow
el

 m
ov

em
en

t √
/0

O
th

er
:

O
th

er
:

In
iti

al
s:

 
G

ra
de

:

A
Sc

or
e

VP
U

 K
ey

 –
Le

ve
l o

f C
on

sc
io

us
ne

ss
1 0 1 3 3

N
EW

 A
gi

ta
tio

n 
/ C

on
fu

si
on

A
le

rt
R

es
po

nd
s 

to
 V

oi
ce

R
es

po
nd

s 
to

 P
ai

n
U

nr
es

po
ns

iv
e

A A V P U

Th
e 

re
co

m
m

en
de

d 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
to

ol
 b

et
w

ee
n 

cl
in

ic
al

 s
ta

ff 
is

 IS
B

A
R

 -
 I

de
nt

ify
 y

ou
rs

el
f, 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

e 
Si

tu
at

io
n,

 g
iv

e 
B

ac
kg

ro
un

d,
 re

la
te

 y
ou

r A
ss

es
sm

en
t,

R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
n:

 w
ha

t d
o 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 th
em

 to
 d

o 
to

 c
or

re
ct

 th
e 

si
tu

at
io

n?
 D

oc
um

en
t a

ll 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 m

an
ag

em
en

t p
la

ns
 in

 p
at

ie
nt

’s
 n

ot
es

.




