Persuasive Writing Posters
Persuasive writing is intended to present a point of view on an issue being debated, or to market a particular product, process or line of thought.  The author sets out to state their view in a way that will influence others. The language therefore needs to be active, promotional and, where possible, supported by evidence.  In thinking about the style of writing, the author needs to have in mind his/her particular intended audience, and how they canmanoeuvre the reader toward their point of view or towards the product they are promoting. Knowing the intended audience is important in selecting both the language and the ideas that will sway the reader.  For example, if seeking to persuade a local government member the language would be quite formal, but if hoping to sell cakes at a school gala, the language needs to be much more emotive and invitational.  In teaching persuasive writing it is important to include this defining of the audience and appropriate choice of language.
In addition to the writing, consideration should also be given to the inclusion of graphics and data that will support the idea or product to be promoted.  In a formal letter, email etc to persuade on an issue, the argument could be well supported by graphs or illustrations that show the likely result of a particular action.  In this age of using the internet, sound and video can also be added to support the written proposal, advertisement or argument.  In meeting the needs of the today's learners, it is important to factor this into the persuasive writing process, so that student are aware of the impact that adding these forms of media will have on selling their product or point of view.  
Students to write, using Pic Collage, a bold persuasive poster about keeping their playground healthy.  Display these and discuss their effectiveness and how it could be improved.  Use post it notes for the suggested improvements.
Middle Class – Save our School! 
A member of the local city council arrives at the school to tell the class that their school is going to be bulldozed to make way for a new motorway.  This council member (teacher wearing a dress up item e.g. hat, wig or tie) brings information to persuade the school that this motorway is more important than their school.
Technology required – iPads, desktop or laptop computers as available in the classroom – preferably at least 1 between 3.
Free app suggestions – Popplet Lite and Pic Collage
The dressed up visitor (teacher) comes into the class to tell the students about the proposed motorway that is going to be built where their school currently stands.  Use a graphic that models the features of persuasive writing.
Remember that we are preparing students for their future where marketing themselves and their ideas is often done via the virtual world.
Topics for persuasive writing could include:
· Pleading a case - letters to the school principal / local council etc with regard to current issues.
· Promoting/selling goods and services - advertisement writing to promote the school concert/sports etc.
· Putting forward an argument for a debate e.g. School uniforms should not be compulsory at ourt school.
