Good Morning !

On July 17th, 2014, Eric Garner, a 395-pound 43-year-old man with asthma, and loving husband and father of six, died in Staten Island after being put in a chokehold by a police officer after resisting arrest for selling untaxed cigarettes, and was denied medical attention after losing consciousness.
This is a very brutally clear example of police brutality.
Hello, I am Jackson Smart and I am here to inform you of the horrors of police brutality.
I have read and researched many different reference books and websites that have informed me about police brutality and its history.
Due to the cases, factors, and prevention tactics for police brutality have greatly impacted it.
One of the things I learned about police brutality is that it now can happen to anyone, with or without their consideration of race, gender, religion, sexual preference, etc.

The cases of, factors of, and lack of penalties for police brutality are what mainly stir up more occurrences of it.
"On the evening of February 4, 1999, four officers approached Diallo as he stood outside his home in the Bronx. Believing that Diallo might be the rape suspect they were looking for, the officers, who were not in uniform, approached and announced themselves as the police. According to the officers, Diallo retreated into the vestibule and reached for an object in his pocket. Believing that Diallo was pulling out a weapon, one officer shouted, "Gun!" and the four officers began to shoot into the vestibule. One officer tripped, and believing their fellow officer had been shot, the other officers emptied forty-one bullets into the vestibule, nineteen of which hit Diallo, killing him"("Preface" Par. 2).

"In the era of colorblindness, it is no longer socially permissible to use race, explicitly, as a justification for discrimination, exclusion, and social contempt. So we don't. Rather than rely on race, we use our criminal justice system to label people of color "criminals" and then engage in all the practices we supposedly left behind. Today it is perfectly legal to discriminate against criminals in nearly all the ways that it was once legal to discriminate against African Americans. Once you're labeled a felon, the old forms of discrimination—employment discrimination, housing discrimination, denial of the right to vote, denial of educational opportunity, denial of food stamps and other public benefits, and exclusion from jury service—are suddenly legal. As a criminal, you have scarcely more rights, and arguably less respect, than a black man living in Alabama at the height of Jim Crow. We have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned it" (Alexander P. 2 par. 2).

"Police vans in Baltimore will soon be equipped with cameras to record and monitor what happens as prisoners are transported, Baltimore mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake said Wednesday [July 1, 2015]....The measure was one of a series of reforms discussed during the riots this past April following the death of Freddie Gray, who sustained a fatal spinal injury while riding in a police van after being arrested." (Christian Science Monitor) This article reports that cameras are being installed in police vans to "shed light on the way people are treated once taken into custody" (Caspari par. 1).

However, with how many cases of police brutality there actually are and how many corrupt police officers there are, there are also many good, kind, law-abiding policemen out there doing their job to help keep this nation safe, and though they aren't shown on Fox News, they are out there and trying to make a difference.

As I learned about police brutality and the horror and fear it gives, I just as well learned about myself. I learned that I want to help end it, but I can't do it alone, so I hope that you all feel the same.

What I learned about myself, is that I want to stand up, fight against, and help to put a stop to police brutality, and as much as I would hate to do it alone I will if I have to, but I hope that you all feel the same and that you'll try to help end it too.
Though I didn't choose police brutality to be my topic, I'm very fortunate that it was given to me, because it is a very entertaining topic, I've actually learned a lot about its history through books on the Civil Rights Movement and black history, and it was not all too difficult to research, unlike sweatshops. 
My problems were mostly my procrastination and mixing up instructions, like when we were to do our formal outline and rough draft over the weekend, I somehow immediately thought about the introduction paragraph and came back to school with that. So I just had to try to catch up.

The easiest part by far was finding the quotes. The hardest part was working on the final up until 11:57 on Sunday night to the point where I became delirious. I pretty much liked all of this project, and there weren't really any parts that I liked the most or hated the most. It just seemed kind of exciting overall. The newest part for me was needing note cards, everything else felt really similar to my 8th grade debates. If I could do anything differently, I would've not procrastinated so much. I learned that I am very passionate about the topic of police brutality and I want do do something about it.

Overall, I've learned that this is a very pressing issue and that there needs to be more effective policies to prevent it from happening. The most important part about this project to me, was the ultimate realism of police brutality that let out one of the statements I saw, that said, "how else can you explain that a black male dies every 36 hours?" This just stuck with me throughout the entire project and maybe even for a while longer than that, and I've learned that I don't want for anyone to be a part of that statistic. If you want to help, there are many ways, mainly if you or someone you see around you being harassed by police, then you can record it with your phone, by they might break it and you'll be left with no proof of the encounter. But there is an app called Mobile Justice that is especially created for police encounters, and if the officer makes you stop recording their encounter, it'll automatically send to the justice department. I have the app myself.
I am Jackson Smart, and I thank you for your time.
