Orientation Speech

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to Sophilo School of Design.
Jean Cocteau once said, “Style is a simple way of saying complicated things.” But the things style is expressing and the ways in which they are expressed are constantly changing. Just look at the fashion of the last century:
In the early 20th century, women relished in the liberation provided by Coco Chanel’s relaxed designs, which allowed for movement that had previously been restricted by corsets and over-the-top embellishments. In the 1930s,Marlene Dietrich and Katharine Hepburn scandalized polite society by wearing trousers in public, which gave women even more freedom in the realm of fashion. The 1940s brought war to Europe and wartime cutbacks to the fashion world. Thanks to cloth rationing, men were suddenly rid of traditional three-piece suits, and fashion became a lot more casual. In the 1970s, new laws required that women be treated the same as men in the professional and educational realm, making dresses and skirts a nonessential item for many.
Even if you just grab what’s comfortable and throw it on before you run out the door, the clothing you wear was designed for you based on the culture you live in, and your style choices tell the world what kind of person you are. When you create, you give the people wearing your clothing the power of expression. Whether it’s on the sale rack at Target or in the Chanel vault, someone will find a way to make that piece their own, and it will make them feel like a million bucks.
This is what we hope you accomplish here at Sophilo. We want you all to learn and grow as designers, but we also want you to grasp the effect that your designs can have on the world at large. You’re inspiring people to express themselves using your clothing. You’re going to be creating a woman’s very favorite pair of jeans or the tailored shirt that makes a man feel great about himself. When you’re designing, make sure you’re creating things you love—because if you love them, there will be others who love them even more.
