Writing a Teaching Narrative
A teaching narrative is a statement that addresses three key areas: 
1) Philosophy of teaching and learning
2) Enactment of the philosophy through the use of specific examples of one's teaching practices
3) Self assessment and critical evaluation of teaching practices
A teaching narrative is unique to each individual and should be a reflection of how that person sees her or himself as a teacher. 
Formative assessment and teaching narratives 
Teaching narratives can be used for formative purposes, in helping one improve one’s teaching. In reflecting on one's philosophy and spelling out evidence as to how this philosophy gets implemented, a teacher can identify places where he or she is succeeding as well as areas where continued work is under way or needed. Furthermore, the narrative can serve as a guidepost for where one wants to take teaching as well as a reminder of where one currently is or previously was. 
Summative assessment and teaching narratives 
Teaching narratives can also be used for summative purposes in making decisions on tenure, promotion, and merit. In this way, teaching narratives need to provide evidence of one's teaching and to place this evidence in a larger context. This might mean linking examples to components of one's philosophy, describing the context of a particular course (e.g., it was the first time it was taught), or reflecting on idiosyncrasies in a course and course evaluations.
1) Philosophy of Teaching and Learning
What is the purpose of teaching and learning?
Why do you teach? 
What are your overarching learning goals for students?  
What constitutes learning (e.g., based on Bloom’s taxonomy in terms of remembering, describing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, creating new knowledge)?  
What is the role of the teacher and the student in your classes (e.g., is the teacher a “sage on the stage,” are students expected to be self‐directed learners)?  
What class organization and type of atmosphere do you think is most conducive to learning? 
Why? For what topic/class?   
2) Enactment of Philosophy
What are the specific learning objectives and/or goals that you have for each class you teach and how are those tied into your philosophy? 
What is your teaching style? 
How is this enacted in the various classes you teach (e.g., what are key pedagogies used in specific classes)?  
What is the rationale for the type, frequency, scaffolding, etc. of particular assignments and assessment tools (e.g., exams) and how does it link with your teaching philosophy and specific learning outcomes?  
In what ways are your methods linked to or informed by best practices either for teaching as a whole or for your specific discipline?  
What are some examples of changes you have made to your classes over time, innovations you have introduced, and/or unique practices you implement in your classes?  
How do your classes contribute to the larger goals of the department, the college, the university, and the discipline? 
Do they satisfy any special needs or requirements? For example, does the course you are discussing satisfy a core requirement, a requirement for the major, or a perquisite for other courses? Is the course one of multiple sections taught by different individuals? Does the course have a common syllabus? Is the course connected to a lab or to other components such as service learning or field work? 
