Assignment #2: Proposal and Annotated Bibliography

Due Dates:
1st Draft:  
Wednesday, March 3


Library Visit:  
Wednesday, February 17



Final Draft:  
Friday, March 5



Research Day:  
Friday, February 19

Instructor-Review Draft (optional):
Friday, February 26
Background to the assignment
So far in the semester we have been emphasizing the ways we must pay attention not only to our purposes for writing but to our audience as well.  We have also been studying rhetoric and the means by which writers use specific techniques to persuade readers.  For this assignment, the Proposal and Annotated Bibliography, we will be focusing on discourse communities as we work to find out what a specific community—an academic discipline—is saying about a certain issue. 

What exactly is an annotated bibliography?  

A very basic definition of an annotated bibliography is that it is an expanded works cited page.  Essentially, it is an organized list of sources in which each entry is followed by a brief annotation (i.e. a summary/description of the text).  So, instead of merely providing information about author, title, and where/when a text was published, the entries in an annotated bibliography additionally provide information about what you can find in the text and, often, how useful such information might be for your proposed research.

What is a proposal?

A proposal introduces and explains the research question the writer proposes to address.  Proposals explain the significance of the research question and the general line of reasoning the proposed research project will pursue.  

Why write a proposal and annotated bibliography?

Writing an annotated bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about a topic within a particular discourse community.  By reading and responding to a variety of sources, you will start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you will then be able to inform your readers about them accurately.  Annotated bibliographies are also helpful for sharpening your research skills.  While collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, when you have to write annotations for each source, you are forced to read each one more carefully, to read more critically instead of merely collecting information.  And, because this assignment is based on library research, you will develop and refine your skills at navigating library databases and resources.  It is also important to note that extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies are often published.  When doing research, we often consult annotated bibliographies because they provide a comprehensive overview of everything that has been and is being said about that topic.  A good annotated bibliography can be a researcher’s greatest tool because it essentially provides a shortcut to a list of all previous research on a topic.   

Crafting a proposal is an important first step in narrowing your research focus from a topic to an issue and finally a research question.  The proposal required for this assignment will help you begin the process of identifying what interests you and how your interests fit within the research that is ongoing in your field.

The writing assignment

Choose an academic discipline and find out what kind of research is currently being done within that community.  You will do this by conducting your own research using the library catalog and/or databases.  From this exploration, you will want to narrow your interests to a research problem that you find interesting. Then, focusing on the research problem you identify, write a bibliography that provides the citation for 8 sources, 4 of which must include both a 100-150-word descriptive annotation and a 100-150-word evaluative annotation. (Remember that these annotations are, respectively, a brief summary/description of a text and a commentary on the source’s usefulness.)  You must use at least one published books and three database sources (a minimum of ten pages in length apiece) for your research. In addition, your annotated bibliography must include a 250-350 word proposal that (1) provides context for the issue you are investigating; (2) either identifies a gap in the existing knowledge or suggests a challenge to it; (3) poses a research question; and (4) proposes a means for addressing that question.  It is required that you conduct your research through library resources. 

Requirements for the Annotated Bibliography

Purpose:  To conduct and present research on what a particular academic discipline is studying as well as to form a foundation of research for your upcoming argument paper.  
Audience:  The discourse community in which you choose to do your research. (Imagine that a student of this discipline would use your bibliography to write a paper on your topic.)

Genre:  Proposal and Annotated Bibliography. 

Stance:  Your perspective on your research (which should, for the most part, be unbiased at this point).

Media/Design:  Times New Roman (12 pt.) font.  The proposal should be 250-350 words, typed, double spaced, and written in paragraph form (see below for entry format). A title page must be included.

What this assignment will eventually lead to…

The Proposal and Annotated Bibliography is an initial step in situating your research problem within an ongoing academic conversation.  Next you will further represent that conversation by writing your Literature Review, and in the fourth assignment for this course you will write an academic argument addressing the research problem you’ve identified. 

Entry Content & Format

· The citations will follow MLA format.
· The citations will be organized alphabetically according to the last names of authors.
· The citations you choose to annotate will be double-spaced and exhibit hanging indents. 
· The annotations proper will be single-spaced and written in paragraph form.
For four of the entries in your bibliography, you will need to include the following information in your annotation:

· A one paragraph summary (between 100-150 words) of the text that indicates its purpose and main ideas.

· A one paragraph evaluation (between 100-150 words) of the text that indicates how it works, how credible you think it is, and what you might be able to use (or not use) for your own purposes.

· What the text includes (maps, charts, bibliography, links, etc.).  You don’t need to list everything the text includes—just what you thought was particularly interesting or what this text had that others might not.

Do not copy article abstracts for your annotations.  To write an effective summary for a text, you must read it carefully.  Journal articles will obviously take less time to get through than books.  For any books you may find during your research, know that I don’t expect you necessarily to read them in their entirety, but rather to read a couple of chapters (especially the introductory chapter) and skim through the rest of the book so that you get a feel for the entire text.  A good tip to remember is to read through the book or article’s bibliography for references to other useful sources.  

Example (your entries should look like this):

Grant, Rachel A. and Shelley D. Wong. “Barriers to Literacy for Language-Minority Learners: An Argument for Change in the Literacy Education Profession.” Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 46 (2003): 386-94.  Print.
A thorough discussion of the barriers faced by students who are learning English as a Second Language (ESL).  Grant and Wong argue that teachers should change the way they help ESL learners achieve “full literacy” because, as they see it, too many schools rely on ineffective methods for teaching second-language students (389).  Though they believe that most teachers do have their students’ best interests at heart, this is often not enough to combat the problems these students will face if they are unable to master English as their second language.  The techniques used by these reading specialists include “Directed Reading-Thinking activities, language experience approaches, Reading Recovery, Reciprocal Teaching, traditional basal or phonics programs, and guided reading procedures” (390).  Grant and Wong assert that increased cooperation between teachers and specialists will greatly improve the success of ESL learners.

Although the authors’ attempts to collect data across a range of interdisciplinary studies is commendable, it is somewhat selective and privileges sources that tend to support the authors’ claims, often at the expense of providing a full, fleshed-out portrait of the critical terrain.  The authors’ lengthy treatment of directed reading activities is particularly strong and would come in handy in developing a study of how such activities play a role not only in ESL literacy as it exists in schools, but also in how they play a role in the cultivation (and hindrance) of non-native English acquisition. The largest problems arise in the authors’ discussion of “full literacy,” which presupposes the authority of the antiquated and culturally biased definition proposed by Turkle (1996).  Overall this article provides some sound practical advice, albeit with some theoretical shortcomings.

