12th Grade Summer Assignments

AP:

College essay



Narrative essay



Read Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor


Read Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness (annotate)


Read Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart


Read Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five
Honors:
College essay



Narrative essay


Read Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness


Read Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five
CP:

College essay



Narrative essay


Read Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five 
COLLEGE ESSAY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT
Due on your first day of English class in September.  Note that the college essay and the narrative essay should fulfill the requirements of the Common App essay prompts.  

Assignment: Write the rough draft of an essay on one of the following topics. 

Common App Essay prompts:
The essay demonstrates your ability to write clearly and concisely on a selected topic and helps you distinguish yourself in your own voice. What do you want the readers of your application to know about you apart from courses, grades, and test scores? Choose the option that best helps you answer that question and write an essay of no more than 650 words, using the prompt to inspire and structure your response. Remember: 650 words is your limit, not your goal. Use the full range if you need it, but don't feel obligated to do so. The following are this year’s prompts:
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. [No change]
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? [Revised]
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome? [Revised]
4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. [No change]
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. [Revised]
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? [New]

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. [New]

Advice:

Rule #1 of college essay writing: SHOW, don’t TELL.

Rule #2: Admissions counselors read hundreds of these essays.  Avoid sounding like everyone else.  For instance, the Rudy sports essay (how I practiced and practiced until I earned my day in the sun), though a reflection of personal development, has been so used that it has become trite.  If you are going to use a common experience, develop it in a unique way.  Your choice of essay and the unique perspective of your voice may be the deciding factors for admissions counselors.

NARRATIVE ESSAY: Due first day of English class in September 

LENGTH: 250-650 words
Everyone of you will write personal essays come next September—and periodically afterwards as you apply for jobs, apply to schools, and enter the workplace.  Many of these essays will take the form of something like the following: (1) describe an incident in your life that helps convey your values and priorities or (2) describe a time when you had to overcome some adversity.  Prompts like these are meant to help potential schools or employers probe beneath the surface and see whether you have the qualities a particular college or company is looking for.

Students who use personal essays only to brag about their accomplishments waste precious space, since most of these are already listed on your application.  Rather, the school or firm is interested in seeing whether an applicant possesses qualities like self-reliance, awareness of the world, risk-taking, honesty, and sensitivity to others to be a good colleague or the sort of student faculty members would like to have in their classes—and the school would be proud to number among its alumni.

Remember that at its heart, a narrative essay tells a story, and humans love stories. Select from the choices below (or develop a uniquely focused narrative) a focus that would convey a good sense of you—and write an essay that demonstrates your stylistic maturity and provides colleges with a thoughtful and poignant personal narrative that gives colleges a glimpse of your individuality.
1. Describe a childhood incident (or one from your more recent past) that continues to stir your imagination, or has helped define your ethical values.  
2. Describe an incident in which you were forced to do something against your will, or where social expectations made you uncomfortable.
3. Write an essay in which you discuss some of the fears and joys of growing up or of being a student and the importance of family and friends in helping you handle these emotions.  You might want to discuss the changes that have occurred in your relationship with school (or with others) as you have matured, or you might want to explain how your goals have been refined over the years. 
4. Describe an incident that has helped you come to some important realization about yourself, the world, or your interaction with the world
This narrative essay will enable you to 

* demonstrate your command of the language stylistically;
* allow you to write about something in more dramatic fashion than you might initially feel is appropriate for the college essay;
* develop an additional piece of writing you might be able to tweak for a supplement on applications;
* fulfill a requirement of first-quarter, senior year English.
