Name: _________________________

College Application Essay Rubric

Ideas and Content:                  Total:            /70
	
	7/6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Anecdote

Connections:

Revision
	*Clear, engaging personal anecdote that is related to the prompt. Exceptional use of concrete details; paints picture for audience. Green words are abundantly clear through the anecdote.
*Seamlessly ties anecdote to prompt with thoughtful commentary; enhanced response to the prompt. Mature thesis that includes green words.
*Evidence of meaningful revision.

70-63
	* Clear, personal anecdote that is related to the prompt. Effective use of concrete details; paints picture for audience. Green words are clear through the anecdote.
* Effectively ties anecdote to prompt with thoughtful commentary; thorough response to the prompt. Effective thesis that includes green words.
* Evidence of meaningful revision.
62-56
	* Personal anecdote is related to the prompt. Some use of concrete details, but is more telling than showing. Green words are somewhat clear through the anecdote.
*Ties anecdote to prompt. Basic response to prompt.
Includes a thesis that uses green words.
*Revision is apparent, but some of it is simply topical and not meaningful.

55-49
	* Personal anecdote is loosely related to the prompt and/or underdeveloped. Little to no concrete details. Green words may be unrelated or unclear.
*Ties between anecdote and prompt are unclear. Parts of the prompt may not be addressed. Thesis may be missing or weak. 
*Revision is mostly topical.

48-42
	*Personal anecdote is severely underdeveloped or missing entirely. No showing, all telling. Green words may be unrelated or unclear.
*Ties between anecdote and prompt are almost nonexistent. Parts of the prompt are not addressed. Thesis is barely identifiable.
*Some words changed around, but no real revision.

41-35
	*Missing anecdote
*No tie between anecdote and prompt. Unrelated to the prompt. No thesis.
*No revision.

34-0


Organization:                          Total:          /10
	Organization


	Paper is masterfully written. Ideas flow together with transitions both within and between paragraphs.

10-9
	Paper is coherent and cohesive. Ideas flow together with transitions both within and between paragraphs.

8
	Paper is mostly coherent and cohesive. Ideas usually flow together with transitions both within and between paragraphs.

7
	Ideas sometimes flow together with transitions within or between paragraphs.

6
	Lacks transitions. Paper is organization is somewhat haphazard and aimless.

5
	No transitions. Paper organization is haphazard and aimless.

4-0


Word Choice/Voice:               Total:            /20
	Word Choice

Voice
	*Rich, broad range of words, appropriate to audience and purpose. *Voice is exceptionally clear and engaging.
20-18
	*Broad range of words, appropriate to audience and purpose. 

*Voice is clear and engaging.
17-16
	*Variety of words that are functional and appropriate to audience and purpose. May contain the occasional cliché. 

*Voice and personality comes through at points, but is not clear throughout.

15-14
	*Ordinary, lacking interest, precision and variety, or may be inappropriate to audience. Many clichés; generic

*Very little personality to the writing; may sound generic.
13-12
	*Language is monotonous and/or misused, detracting from the meaning and impact.

*Too many clichés “to shake a stick at”
11-10
	Extremely limited vocabulary; vague or imprecise language.

4-0


TOTAL:  _________ /100

