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Cooperative Learning







CREATE A DETAILED OUTLINE THAT INDICATES WHAT WILL BE COVERED TO ANSWER EACH QUESTION AND WHAT TEAM MEMBERS WILL BE RESPONIBLE FOR PRESENTING THAT INFORMATION.  POST THE OUTLINE ON “TEAM PRESENTATIONS PAGE” BY 8:30pm ON OCTOBER 19TH.

PRESENTATION:

· INTRODUCTION:  WHAT IS IT (THE METHODOLOGY)?

Opening Activity: Brainstorming session about cooperative learning (Cuong)
Cooperative learning is an approach to organizing classroom activities into academic and social learning experiences.  Students must work in groups to complete specific tasks collectively.  Unlike individual learning, students learning cooperatively capitalize on one another’s resources and skills.  Examples include asking one another for information, evaluating one another’s ideas, and monitoring one another’s work.

The teacher’s role in cooperative learning changes from giving information to facilitating students’ learning.  “Everyone succeeds when the group succeeds.”
History of Cooperative Learning (Cuong)
1. Before World War II, various social theorists establish cooperative learning theory

2. 1937, researchers emphasized group work more effective than individual work

3. 1975, researchers identified that cooperative learning promoted:

a. Mutual liking

b. Better communication

c. High acceptance and support

d. More variety in thinking strategies

4. 1994, five elements published that are essential for cooperative learning
Types of Cooperative Learning (Robinson)
1. Formal Cooperative Learning
2. Informal Cooperative Learning
3. Group-based Cooperative Learning
· WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH STATE? (PROS AND CONS)

Five Basic and Essential Elements to Cooperative Learning (Kristen)
1. Positive Interdependence
2. Face-to-Face Promotive Interaction
3. Individual Accountability
4. Social Skills
5. Group Processing
PROS: (Robinson)


-Students of all levels like working together to solve problems

-Greater retention of subject matter, improved attitudes toward learning, and enhanced interpersonal relations among group members



-Attendance in the class may escalate or be higher than normal



-Unique and original solutions to problems may be presented from such diverse groups


CONS: (Robinson)
-Keeps teachers “on their toes” to make sure groups are formed and pointed in the right direction majority of the period



-May take teachers extra time to make sure they are prepared for group assignments

-Creative thinking is initially difficult for some students who just want to know what the right “answer” is; it can be frustrating for particular students to hear that there is no “right” answer but that some answers are better thought out than others

-Some parents may not fully understand the concept of cooperative learning in the classroom and how it can be beneficial

· HOW CAN IT BE USED IN THE CLASSROOM? (EXAMPLES FROM RESOURCES OR EXPERIENCES)

Students can be broken up into groups for various group activities and assignments. Cooperative learning will not only give students an opportunity to work together with others, but it will also test their critical thinking skills and how they respond to their peers. It will allow students to really focus on a specific subject. Listening to different points of view will expand their perspective. 
· WHAT WILL YOU USE FOR A SUMMARY? (CONCLUDING THE LESSON ACTIVITY)

Summary of the Main Points of Cooperative Learning 
Concluding Activity:  Broken Shapes
· WORKS CITED

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cooperative_learning
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/intech/cooperativelearning.htm
· DESCRIBE THE ACTIVITY

Brainstorming Session (Cuong)
Class will be broken up into groups of three or four and will brainstorm about cooperative learning. The groups will share their information with the rest of the class and will compare and contrast with one another.
Broken Shapes (Group)
This is a simple, nonverbal group problem-solving and team-building activity. Draw geometric shapes such as circles, squares and triangles on heavy cardboard. Draw straight lines to divide these shapes into 4, 5 or 6 different pieces. Students work in groups of 3 to 6. Each student receives an envelope with several pieces of different shapes. The students must mix and match with each other in order to reconstruct the original shapes but are not allowed to talk to each other. The value of this game is in the debriefing afterward when the teacher gets the students to describe the difficulties they encountered.


· SITE SOURCES TO INCLUDE JOURNAL ARTICLES, WEBSITES, YOUTUBE VIDEOS AND OTHERS

http://www.ehow.com/info_8278165_collaborative-learning-games.html#ixzz1bG5bJcex – Collaborative Learning Games
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBl0PdJ33GM – Advantages of Cooperative Learning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBoWNIfgJs4 – Classroom Management through Cooperative Groups
