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Zora Neale Hurston Biography Outline:
· Early Life
· Born January 7, 1891

· Parents: John Hurston and Luch Ann Hurston

· 5th of 8 children

· Moved to Eatonville in 1894

· Death of Lucy Ann Hurston in 1904
· Education

· Completed high school requirements in 1918 at Morgan Academy in Baltimore

· 1918-19: Attends Howard Prep School

· 1919-24: Attends Howard University; receives associate’s degree in 1920
· 1925-27: Attends Barnard College on a scholarship, receives B.A. in anthropology in 1927
· Works with Franz Boas, Ruth Benedict, and Margaret Mead

· The Harlem Renaissance

· Leader of literary renaissance

· Literary magazine Fire!! with Langston Hughes and Wallace Thurman

· Unlike many other participants, she was a Republican and was opposed to many leftist ideologies

· Career

· Used ethnographic training to record African American folklore in Mules and Men (1935) and fiction such as Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)

· Put together a folk-based performance group

· Received a Guggenheim Fellowship to travel to Haiti in 1937

· Spent the last decade of her life as a freelance writer for newspapers, librarian and substitute teacher

· Fall into Obscurity and Revival
· Died in poverty of a stroke in 1960, buried in unmarked grave

· Alice Walker marked a grave as belonging to her in 1973

· Reasons for obscurity: Controversy over her politics and representation of African Americans.  Her work in anthropology was also mostly ignored and disregarded as fiction.

· “In Search of Zora Neale Hurston” by Alice Walker, March 1975 Ms. Magazine is largely credited as being responsible for the revival of her popularity.
Major Works
· Color Struck (1925)
· Short play, first published work

· Deals with jealousy over skin color among African Americans

· Spunk! (1925)

· Third published story

· Perspective from men hanging out outside the Eatonville store

· A famously courageous man unnecessarily kills the husband of his lover.

· Sweat! (1926) 

· Featured in the first and only issue of Fire! Magazine

· Was supposed to be a publication for Harlem Renaissance writers who felt constrained by popular political ideologies

· Delia, a washerwoman is oppressed by whites at work and by her husband at home

· Mule Bones (1930)

· Stage collaboration between Hurston and Langsotn Hughes

· Lead to the dissolution of their friendship over copyright issues

· Shows two friends who fight over a woman but eventually realize that enjoy each other’s company more than hers

· Finally staged in the early 90’s despite questions of racial stereotypes

· The Gilded Six-Bits (1933)
· Lead to the publication of Hurston’s first novel Jonah’s Grape Vine
· Questions the stereotype that the lives of African Americans are more simplistic than whites.

· Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934)

· First novel, thinly disguised bio of her parents

· Rise and fall of a Mulato sharecropper

· Shows the tension between religious life and worldliness

· Mules and Men (1935)

· Mostly nonfiction account of trips to New Orleans and Eatonville

· Interspersed with traditional folklore

· Considered a useful textbook for African American folk culture

· Moses, Man of the Mountain (1939)

· Retelling of the Moses story as an allegory for American slavery.

· Also discusses some of the problems with emancipation

Works Cited

· Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006

· http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/bhm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/bhm/bio/hurston_z.htm" \t "_blank" /bio/hurston_z.htm
· http://www.zoranealehurston.com/
· http://www.galenet.com.ezproxy.umw.edu:2048/servlet/LitRC?vrsn=3&dcoll=gale&locID=viva_mwc&c=3&ste=47&DT=Biography&n=10&frmknp=1&docNum=H1200000288
· http://www.galenet.com.ezproxy.umw.edu:2048/servlet/LitRC?vrsn=3&dcoll=gale&locID=viva_mwc&c=1&ste=47&DT=Biography&n=10&frmknp=1&docNum=H1000048508
· http://www.zoranealehurston.ucf.edu/plotsummaries.php
· http://www.zoranealehurston.ucf.edu/contemporaryreviews.php
· Hurston, Zora Neale. Color Struck: A Play. Fire!! 1 (November 1926): 7–15.        < http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA01/Grand-Jean/Hurston/Chapters/supporting/color.html >
· Hemenway, Robert E. Zora Neale Hurston: A Literary Biography. New York: University of Illinois Press, 1980. 

