Personal Statement for Graduate School

Introduction From a young age, | have been captivated by the interplay of culture,
communication, and society. This fascination has driven my academic journey and inspired me to
pursue a Master’s degree in Communication Studies at UCLA. | am eager to further explore the
dynamics of media, rhetoric, and public discourse and to contribute to the field through

Innovative research and practical applications.

Academic Background | graduated summa cum laude from University of California, Berkeley with
a Bachelor's degree in Communication Studies, maintaining a 3.9 GPA. My coursework in media
theory, intercultural communication, and public relations has equipped me with a comprehensive
understanding of the field. | also completed a senior thesis on the impact of social media on
political engagement among young adults, which was presented at the National Communication
Association conference. My academic achievements have been recognized through the Dean’s
List, the Communication Studies Outstanding Student Award, and a research grant from the
university.

Professional Experience During my undergraduate studies, | interned at Weber Shandwick,
where | assisted in developing communication strategies, managing social media accounts, and
conducting market research. This experience allowed me to apply theoretical knowledge in a
professional setting and gain valuable insights into the industry. Additionally, | worked as a
research assistant in the Communication Department, where | contributed to projects on media
influence and public opinion. These roles have honed my analytical, organizational, and
communication skills and reinforced my commitment to the field.

Personal Qualities and Skills | am a highly motivated and curious individual with a strong passion
for communication and its impact on society. My ability to think critically, coupled with my

excellent written and verbal communication skills, make me well-suited for graduate-level
research and study. | am also a collaborative team player, as evidenced by my leadership roles in
student organizations such as the Communication Studies Club and the Debate Team. My
dedication to continuous learning and professional development drives me to stay abreast of the

latest trends and research in the field.

Future Goals My long-term goal is to pursue a career in academia, focusing on research and
teaching in the field of communication studies. | am particularly interested in exploring the role of
digital media in shaping public discourse and societal norms. By earning a Master’s degree from
UCLA, | aim to deepen my knowledge, engage in impactful research, and contribute to scholarly
discussions on contemporary communication issues. | also aspire to mentor and inspire future

students, helping them navigate their own academic and professional journeys.

Conclusion In conclusion, my passion for communication studies, combined with my academic
achievements and professional experiences, make me a strong candidate for the Master’s
program at UCLA. | am excited about the opportunity to contribute to your academic community
and to further my research in this dynamic field. Thank you for considering my application. | look
forward to the opportunity to discuss how my background, skills, and aspirations align with the

goals of your graduate program.



