PRELIMINARY ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
1) Five (5) Sources Per Individual:
· Each group member will submit a PAB to me with his/her name on it.


· This is an INDIVIDUAL assignment.

· Photocopy, print, and/or save sources electronically if you can. 

· 20 pts. each (MLA = 5, Summary = 5, Evaluation = 5, Grammar/Alphabetical = 5)
*Use at least one of the following sources:

· Book (or chapter from a book)

· Journal Article (hard copy, not an electronic source)

· Web Article (from professional site)

(2) MLA Format: 

1. Gather all bibliographic information from the title page, NOT the card catalog:  all of the authors, full title, the subtitle, place of publication, full journal title, full URL, date of posting, date of access . . . . (*more is better)

2. Place this information in the proper MLA format (consult the textbook or MLA handbook).

3. Use reverse indentation.
4. Alphabetically arrange these sources (by the first word, other than “the” or “a”).

5. At this point, your document appears just like the Works Cited page.

(3) Annotate Each Source:
· Maintain reverse indentation
· Begin annotations immediately after the final period of the bibliographic information; do not begin a new line after the MLA data.  For example:  

	· Smith, Jane. “Blah, Blah, Blah.” Yada, Yada, Yada. 05 Jan. 2005. 19 Aug. 2005

<http://www.yadaX3.com/J_Smith/smith/blah.html>.  In Professor Smith’s Internet article, she claims . . . .


· Place a space between summary and evaluation paragraphs, but maintain the reverse indentation.

*1 paragraph of summary:
· Consult textbook on writing summaries.

· Use paraphrases and quotations (change more than a few words in paraphrases).

· Follow the logic/organization of the source. 

· Touch upon the main ideas presented (as if you were making an OUTLINE of the source).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*1 paragraph of evaluation:
· More than just agreeing or disagreeing with the source (find contradictions, find insights, find, find assumptions, and find overgeneralizations).

· Evaluate the author’s use/misuse of Logos, Pathos, and Ethos. 

· Discuss any fallacies you have found.

· Evaluate her/his use of statistics and authorities. 

· (Obviously, if many flaws exist, choose another source!)

SAMPLE ANNOTATIONS
Smith, Jane. “Blah, Blah, Blah.” Yada, Yada, Yada. 05 Jan. 2005. 19 Aug. 2005

<http://www.yadaX3.com/J_Smith/smith/blah.html>.  In Professor Smith’s Internet article, she claims that writing “sentences that make no sense makes sense in a senseless world” (par.2).  She points out that several authors have made lucrative careers from writing senseless books.  She then lists several examples of authors, their “senseless books they have written” (par.4), and their reported income from the previous year.  She then contrasts that list with an inventory of “meaningful, insightful, intelligent literary craftsmen” (par.5) and their less-popular books and their less-lucrative careers.  She concludes with a call for a march on Washington, DC, this summer, because, in her words, “that is the height of the senseless book-reading season” (par.13).

Overall, Smith’s article represents a searing indictment of modern prose.  She exposes the banality of the writing and the absurdity of celebrity.  She supports her claims with examples (her lists), which strengthens her logos and ethos.  What lends to her credibility is her degree (MFA), her career (full professor at NYU), and her canon (21 critically and publically successful books).  However, her tone is annoyed and smug, though concerned about an issue dear to her; her sarcasm tends to damage her ethos.  Also, she is often guilty of over-generalizing in parts, even though she admits that her hyperbolic language is merely for effect, to draw readers’ attentions to this serious literary matter.  Thus, while this source fits well with my thesis, its tone may hurt my own credibility, or ethos.
Smith, Joseph D. “Modern Fiction’s Flaws.” Critics’ Corner 12 (2006): 9-11.  Mr. Smith asserts that 
contemporary fiction has had a “fall from grace, akin to that of our Edenic ancestors” (9).  He includes several excerpts from recent best-sellers to illustrate the shoddiness of writing.  After each blurb, he points out the flaws and then rewrites the passage.  Smith then concludes that wholesale changes need to be made across the industry and across the reading public, from publishers to readers.  
Smith demonstrates appropriate logos throughout his article, especially in his use of examples.  When he rewrites after his critique, he bolsters his ethos, as well.  His tone is even, professional, and unbiased.   Also, he has credibility and authority on this issue, for he has published several books on several topics, including literary theory and criticism, the publishing markets, and his own poetry.  His article will work well with my position.
Waite, Linda J., Frances Kobrin Goldscheider, and Christina Witsberger. "Nonfamily Living and 
the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults." American Sociological Review 51 (1986): 541-554.
The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

< http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm>

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Holland, Suzanne. The Human Embryonic Stem Cell Debate : Science, Ethics, and Public Policy. Boston: MIT Press, 2001. 

This is the annotation of the above source. In this example, I am following MLA guidelines for the bibliographic information listed above. If I was really writing an annotation for this source, I would now be offering a brief summary of what this book says about stem cell research.

After a brief summary, it would be appropriate to assess this source and offer some criticisms of it. Does it seem like a reliable and current source? Why? Is the research biased or objective? Are the facts well documented? Who is the author? Is she qualified in this subject? Is this source scholarly, popular, some of both?

The length of your annotation will depend on the assignment or on the purpose of your annotated bibliography. After summarizing and assessing, you can now reflect on this source. How does it fit into your research? Is this a helpful resource? Too scholarly? Not scholarly enough? Too general/specific? Since "stem cell research" is a very broad topic, has this source helped you to narrow your topic?

Senior, K. "Extending the Ethical Boundaries of Stem Cell Research." Trends in Molecular Medicine. 7 (2001):5-6.
Not all annotations have to be the same length. For example, this source is a very short scholarly article. It may only take a sentence or two to summarize. Even if you are using a book, you should only focus on the sections that relate to your topic. 

Not all annotated bibliographies assess and reflect; some merely summarize. That may not be the most helpful for you, but, if this is an assignment, you should always ask your instructor for specific guidelines.

Wallace, Kelly. "Bush Stands Pat on Stem Cell Policy." CNN. 13 August 2001. 17 August 2001.
Notice that in this example, I have chosen a variety of sources: a book, a scholarly journal, and a web page. Using a variety of sources can help give you a broader picture of what is being said about your topic. You may want to investigate how scholarly sources are treating this topic differently than more popular sources. But again, if your assignment is to only use scholarly sources, then you will probably want to avoid magazines and popular web sites.

Notice that the bibliographic information above is proper MLA format (use whatever style is appropriate in your field) and the annotations are in paragraph form. Note also that the entries are alphabetized by the first word in the bibliographic entry. If you are writing an annotated bibliography with many sources, it may be helpful to divide the sources into categories. For example, if I was putting together an extensive annotated bibliography for stem cell research, I may divide the sources into categories such as ethical concerns, scholarly analyses, and political ramifications.

For more examples, a quick search at a library or even on the Internet should produce several examples of annotated bibliographies in your area. 

< http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/02/>
MLA:   7


SUM:   6


EVAL: 7








