Ideas and prompts to use when reading with children:
Book walkthrough, done before the first read.

This helps the child orientate themselves to anything that may be unfamiliar e.g. new words and/or concepts.

Read the title: point out any word that may be important within the story, telling the child that they made need this word when they read the book.

Don’t spend too much time on this as, sometimes, the title is written in capital letters. This can confuse some children.

Walk through the book, looking at the pictures: 

· What do they think the story might be about? (using the cover).

· What is happening in each picture?

· When you are talking about the pictures use the language used in the book.

· Point out words/phrases that may be unfamiliar. Ask them to find that word/phrase the next time it is on a page.

· Use two pieces of card/ fingers to isolate the words/phrase in the text. Use the prompt: “you need to know that word. Have you got it in your head?”

Read through:
If a child finds a particular word difficult you can write it on a piece of paper/card and draw their attention to it before starting the read. This reinforces the word reducing the risk of interrupting the flow when they are reading.
If a child is struggling to work out a word and you feel it is unlikely they will succeed, use the 3 second rule and tell them the word- this, again, reduces the interruption to the flow of reading.

After the first read through:

· Look through for one or two words that the child may have found tricky. Think of how useful the word might be in other books. Ask the child to find it/them on different pages.
· Go back to a particular phrase and practice expression. You may need to demonstrate.

· Go back to a particular phrase/sentence and practice for fluency. You may need to demonstrate.

It is important that each book is read more than once. This helps to develop confidence in reading/ fluency skills/ familiarity with words/phrases/punctuation use.
Some prompts to use:

General prompts:

· Try that again.
· Try that again and think what would sound right and look right.
· Try that again and think what could make sense.
· You know that word (reading and writing).
Prompts to help locate (if one to one matching is not secure):

· Point to each letter/word.

· Read it with your finger. Did it match?

· Were there enough words?

· What do you expect to see at the beginning/end/middle?

Prompts to encourage children to look:
· Would -------- start like that?

· Does it look right?

· Do you think it looks like the word --------?

· Can you see what might help?

· Does this help? (point to a helpful cue)

Prompts to help children focus on the first letter/sound:

· What is the first letter?
· Where is the first letter?

· Where do we start?

· What is a word that starts with that letter?

Prompts to help children focus on the letter/word:

· Can you hear this letter?
· Can you hear the last part of --------?

· What sound does it make?

· What is its name?

· What sounds can you hear in that word?

Prompts to help children think of meaning:

· You said -------Does that make sense?
· Would that make sense?

· Would ------- fit in there?
Prompts to help children think about structure:

· You said ------ Can we say it that way?
· Is that a capital letter or a small one?

Prompts to help children think about processing:

· What could this word be?
· You said ------.Is that what -------- said?

· How would ------- ask a question?

· How did you know?

· Which is it? What do you think?

· You made a mistake on this page. Can you find it?

· How did you know it was right?

Prompts to help with fluency and/or phrasing:

· Are you listening to yourself?
· Did it sound good?
· Can you read this quickly? 
· Make it sound like talking.
· Make it sound like a favourite book.
· Make it sound a story you would like to listen to.
· Change your voice when you see these marks on the page.
(it can be useful to record a child- when they hear themselves they can spot the differences between fluent and non fluent)

Prompts to help with remembering:
· You need to know that word tomorrow. Have you got it in your head?
· How could we finish it?

· You tried to think of that word. That was good.

Prompts to help children check their reading:
· Check it.
· Were you right?

· Does it look and sound right?

· It has to make sense and it has to sound right.

· You made a mistake on that page. Can you find it?

Prompts to help children think about comprehension e.g.:

· What did he do that was nice?

· How did -----------?

· Would you .like -------? Why?

· What do you think will happen next?

Open-ended prompts:

· Try that again ( a useful prompt to see if they can recognise and/or fix any errors independently.)
· Were you right? 
· Look carefully and think what you know.
· Think what you know that might help.
· Why did you stop?
· How did you know it was -------?
Keep adult talk to a minimum – whatever you say should be concise and specific to the focus you are drawing the child’s attention to. 

Only choose one/two prompts to focus on for any one read – if any other issues arise make a note of them for next time.

Be aware that how a child speaks will affect how they approach the process of reading. Each child’s knowledge base regarding language will be different.

To help those children who are struggling with recognising individual letters:

Make an alphabet book: each page is a piece of card (size to suit the child), write the letters in order in the corner of each individual page (starting with those the child knows). Choose one or two letters each day – ask the child to draw a picture that starts with this letter, it must be their choice as they should have complete ownership over it. Ask the child to write as much of the word as they are able, you can fill in any letters they do not know.

This book can be referred to in order to reinforce the letter sounds – each child’s will be individual to them, therefore they should be able to work out the letter sound from the initial sound of the picture (the aural not necessarily the written word).
Letter sort: have a selection of letters on a whiteboard (starting with those they know, to build confidence). Encourage the child to sort them into groups with an emphasis on speed (a minute timer can be useful for this). They should then tell you what they know about each letter – sound/name/word that begins with that letter. If the child only ever gives you the sound you should simply say “and its name is…….”. This reinforces the knowledge that letters sometimes say their sound and their name in words.

Use a mixture of lower case and upper case letters at all times.

Initially, ensure the letters are very different in shape e.g. a, h, p and r.  Then move on to groups of letters that are similar e.g. b,d,p,q.

Practising letter shapes:use finger to make letter shapes in sand/glitter/foam.

Use doodle boards to correctly form letters.

Use paint/water with paintbrushes.

Use different mark making tools: thick felt tips/ crayons/ pastels/ charcoal etc. 
Writing:

In Reading Recovery, a practise page is used for every piece of writing. This gives the child a space to try out what they know before committing it to the final piece of work. The adult supporting them can help where needed at the same time as seeing what strategies/ knowledge they are using independently.

If a mistake is made in the final piece of work a sticker is used – this makes the piece of work as neat as possible, and something to be proud of. It also takes away the stress of making mistakes for those children who might already be anxious/lack confidence in their writing. 

Working out words:

Word boxes:
	c
	a
	t


Ask the child to say the word and then draw boxes for each sound (as they become more confident and skilful you can draw a box for each letter). Encourage the child to record the sounds in order, if they are unable to write a particular letter you can record that for them as they say it. 

Analogy: use words that have the same rule to help the child work out a new word e.g puppy = mummy/daddy for the “y” at the end or play= may/day/stay for the “ay”.

Co-construction: you and the child construct the word together on the page. They write what they know with you filling in the gaps.

Cut up sentence: the child composes and writes a sentence or two. You write it on a strip of paper and then cut it into individual words as they read it to you. Ask the child to reconstruct it for you. You can observe the strategies they use e.g. initial sound/re-reading/meaning.

This activity is also a useful way to reinforce the concept of  the “word” – ask them how many words are in their sentence. Initially, some children will include the punctuation in this count.

As the child becomes more aware of the word concept you can cut up individual words into chunks to reinforce rules e.g. p/l/ay or c/ar or c/a/n.

A few useful comments that could be used when writing in the reading record books for parents and the child:

· ------- tried hard to use the initial sounds in her reading.
· ------- looked at each word as she was reading.
· -------used the pictures to help her work out a tricky word.
· We looked for -------(state the word) after reading the book. 
· ------- was correcting themselves independently in their reading.
· ------- thought about which words might sound right when she wasn’t sure.
·  ------ used her phonic knowledge to work out tricky/unfamiliar words.
· ------ confidently blended familiar/unfamiliar words.
· ------ recognised the repeated phrases in this book.
· ------ used lovely expression in their reading.
· We practiced using expression when we saw “!” or bold text.
· ------- looked carefully at the “.” as she was reading.
· ------ read with real confidence.
· ------ read fluently today.
· ------ made the story sound interesting today.
· I enjoyed listening to ------- read today. She made the story sound exciting/interesting.
