
 
 

College Essay Checklist 

Topic 

o Fully responds to the prompt 

o A story that can’t be told by anyone else and is unique to the author 

o Has an overarching main idea/theme/thesis 

o Keeps the reader’s attention throughout the entire essay 

o Not so personal that it makes the reader uncomfortable 

o Illustrates characteristics and experiences of the author that they want to showcase 

(and that colleges want to learn about)  

o Each paragraph contributes to the larger point that the author is making 

o Focuses on the author, not anyone or anything else 

o Tells a clear, focused story – not an entire life story 

o More time is spent on the authors response to challenges and obstacles rather than the 

challenges and obstacles themselves 

 

Storytelling & Style 

o Opening paragraph grab the reader’s attention 

o Concluding paragraph ends the story in a satisfying way that ties everything together 

and back to the overarching theme 

o Gets to the main point quickly  

o Organized in a logical, easily understandable order 

o Written in a voice that demonstrates the author’s personality 

o Paragraphs and thoughts smoothly transition into each other 

o Avoids any cliché phrases or sayings 

o Uses details and descriptions to help the reader fully experience the story 

o Told in language that’s clear and to the point 

o Sentences structure is varied 

o Written in the first person 

o Has been checked for grammar by a trusted source 


