Research Essay Outline

Name: _______________________
1. Introduction

A. Thesis Statement: ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

B. Other ideas for introduction: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Argument One:_______________________________________________________________

      Supporting Details:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Argument Two:_______________________________________________________________

      Supporting Details:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Argument Three:______________________________________________________________

      Supporting Details:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Conclusion 

A. Points to make in conclusion: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*As you can see from the outline, you only need three arguments to support your thesis statement.  However, if you want to add more arguments, you can write those in on the space below.  Of course, they would come before the conclusion when writing the rough draft of your essay.
Research Essay Outline

Name: Mrs. Cabel
1. Introduction

A. Thesis Statement: Rape culture messages are pervasive in many aspects of Canadian society, including the media and educational institutions, which have led to the normalization of rape in our country.
B.   Other ideas for introduction: 

· Story of Rehteah Parsons
· Quotes from Chants (maybe a snapshot from a freshman’s point of view having to cheer this)
· 50 Shades of Grey – People Magazine Tweets
2. Argument One: There have been many recent high profile examples of rape culture in Canada.
      Supporting Details:

A. Rehteah Parsons case
B   Freshman chants at universities – UBC and SMU (ex: YOUNG – “Y is for Your sister, O is for Oh so tight, U is for Underage, N is for No consent, G is for Go to jail”)
C.  Dal Dentistry students – use quotes from their facebook posts
3. Argument Two: The portrayal of rape and sexual assault through different media is becoming widespread and contributes to the existence of rape culture in our society.
      Supporting Details:

A. Rape culture messages on television – see sexual violence as entertainment

a. 109 scripted dramas showed or discussed rape this season.  16 did not (Roberts)

b. Quote from Two Broke Girls (Roberts)

c. Rape is on the rise in the news (Roberts

d. Movies – example of 50 Shades of Grey (marketed as a romance for Valentine’s Day, but really is about a dangerous relationship filled with physical and emotional abuse)

e. Stats on numbers of violent acts against women on major networks 
B. Rape culture in magazines/internet/video games
a. Fashion magazines – Dolce & Gabanna ad (Zerbisias)
b. Amazon.com
c. Songs, jokes, music videos
C. Social media exacerbates the problem (Kane)
a. Online repercussions after sexual incidents

b. Further publicizes the act – more far-reaching

4. Argument Three: Canada has very specific laws of consent, however, most incidents of sexual assault remain unreported.
      Supporting Details:

A. Canadian laws on consent: only “yes means yes” – you don’t need to say “no” according to the law

B. Barriers to justice for victims 
a. Triangulation effect – most cases of sexual assault are not reported

b. Victim blaming and misinformation regarding “fabrications” (Kane – Q)
5. Conclusion 

A. Points to make in conclusion: 

· Issues in education – could this be a solution?
· Quote – “Why do we in North America feel we have the right to call rapes in India appalling when we have privileged students here glorifying it?” (Timson)
· Quote – “How many more times do women have to be told to be afraid, to be very afraid, and change the way they live their lives?” (Zerbisias)
ODDS AND ENDS:

*Insert a paragraph between the introduction and argument one, which defines rape culture.  Include:
· Definition of rape culture – an ecosystem where rape is normalized and even encouraged

· People are able to shrug it off or state that people are overexagerating 

· Victim blaming

· Stats on men who said they would commit rape (Prochuck and Hutchinson)
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2. Introduction

A. Thesis Statement: The resurgence of heroin as a "problem drug" in the United States and Canada is a result of shrewd marketing on the part of dealers, as well as a mass switch to the drug by those who abused painkillers.
B.   Other ideas for introduction: 

· True story of actor Phillip Seymour Hoffman as a hook
· Quote – “reached epidemic proportions…” (Goodman)
2. Argument One: Heroin, a drug that had been dying out in use, is now seeing a resurgence of popularity.

      Supporting Details:

A.History of heroin, process of delivery, and the make-up of the product. – 100 times more powerful than morphine (Snyder)

B Statistics on the rise of use


-heroin-related deaths in U.S. have risen 84% since 2010, according to CDC number one killer of drug abusers (source-Snyder)


- 2012 survey – 669,000 people over 12 used it – double the # since 2002


-major concern is the speed of the increase (Slater)


-treatment numbers have more than tripled since 2000, which the greatest increase over the course of 2013 (Slater)


-last year in Vermont, the number of deaths from heroin doses doubled from 2012 (Slater)


-between 2011 and 2012, deaths doubled in Florida (Slater)


-spread into rural areas (Goodman)


-Ohio issues (Goodman)


-Heroin seizures are up 67% over the last four years in NYC (NYT)
C.  Good quote – “Heroin is pummeling the Northeast…” (Snyder)


-National Institute for Drug Addiction identify it as #1 emerging issue (Slater)
3. Argument Two: One of the primary causes of the resurgence of heroin is that many people who abused the painkiller OxyContin have switched to heroin.
      Supporting Details:

A.  Similarities between Oxy and heroin – target same receptors in brain (Nayman)Changes to 
B. OxyContin’s prescription formula have made inhaling and injecting more difficult. Stat – 36% of heroin abusers said that Oxy was their main drug before the new formulation came out. – Mention Hoffman again as he was recently in rehab for prescription drug abuse.
C. Quote from a user about moving from Oxy to heroin because it’s “easier to use, much cheaper and easily available.” (CBC News)
4. Argument Three: The recent popularity of heroin may also be attributed to economics.
      Supporting Details:

C. Heroin is a cheap option for addicts, selling for as little as six dollars a bag (NYC) – in Canada, reports of ten dollars a bundle (CBC)
-Quote – “Once you’ve stolen enough or realize you can no longer afford pills…now somebody teaches you or you learn that with heroin, you can get the same high but for a third of the cost…We rarely see somebody hooked on heroin go back to pills.” (Goodman)

D. Mostly middle class and lower class users – more affordable than other drugs that are intravenous
E. Shrewd marketing – branded logos and online product reviews (The Star) *This supporting detail will probably have its own paragraph with quotes to support.
5. Conclusion 

B. Points to make in conclusion: 

· “generational amnesia” quote (NYT)
· Maybe a quote from another actor who suffered from heroin addiction
· Echo ending – bringing it back to Hoffman’s story
ODDS AND ENDS:

*It’s important that Hoffman’s story is interweaved throughout.  Link his story to all of my arguments – ex: he was a prescription med abuser, he was found with six dollar bags of heroin, etc.
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3. Introduction

A. Thesis Statement: Years of war and instability during both Soviet and mujaheddin rule led Afghans to gladly accept the Taliban as the new rulers of Afghanistan.
B.   Other ideas for introduction: 

· Mention how Afghans lined the streets cheering as the Taliban took over.
· Life in the 1960s and 1970s in Afghanistan.(Sources – The Nation, Silent Scream). Then flash-forward to 1996, the beginning of Taliban rule and atrocities.  Give examples of atrocities. 
2. Argument One: The suffering of Afghans at the hands of the Soviets during their occupation of Afghanistan in the 1970s, is the first reason why Afghans were open to the idea of Taliban rule.
      Supporting Details:

A.The Soviet invasion of 1979 had put Afghanistan on centre stage during the Cold War, as the two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union, used the fiercely independent mountain state as a test of relative strength.
B Quote from Afghans describing life under Soviet occupation and also mention the teddy bear bombs given to children. (Source – Media Monitors, Source – UN Human Rights Report on Human Rights in Afghanistan)
C.  A million Afghans died before the Soviets withdrew in 1989, defeated by the Mujahideen who were hailed as heroes.
3. Argument Two: In a savage struggle to fill the power vacuum left by the Soviet withdraw, the mujaheddin, used their military power to tear the country apart.  The subjection of Afghans to this further violence, is the second reason why they hailed the Taliban as heroes.
      Supporting Details:

A.  Armed by the West, the mujaheddin took Kabul and wreaked havoc in a spree of killing. 
B. This was a period of civil war, and different factions claimed different parts of Afghanistan, as well as the capital city of Kabul. (Quote from Kite Runner, p.209 and 223)
C.Gender apartheid:  the mujaheddin’s treatment of women and high suicide rates. (Quote from “Silent Scream” and Warlord article)
D.The civil wars of 1992 to 1996 left the country in ruins and sent millions of Afghans into exile
4. Argument Three: Taliban promises of a return to Islamic values and a stable life, is the third reason why Afghans welcomed them with open arms.
      Supporting Details:

A.The Taliban were perceived as fresh faced young students from the madrassas, the religious schools of Pakistan – they were hailed as saviours.
B. Explain how the people literally danced in the streets as the Taliban took over Kabul.
C. They promised law and order and a return to traditional Islamic values, with a pledge to protect Afghan women.
D. The Taliban, however, brought more misery in their blind determination to impose their fundamentalist way of life on a demoralized country.
5. Conclusion 

C. Points to make in conclusion: 

· New U.S. backed government
· Opinion poll of Afghans

· Current lack of basic services and heroine problems

· Life expectancy and literacy rates

· Rights of women today

· What about the future?
ODDS AND ENDS:

Quotes from The Kite Runner that I would like to include in my essay (I just don’t know where yet ():

p. 2 – “There is a way to be good again.”

p.209 – “They don’t let you be human.”

p.211 – “Yes, hope is a strange thing.  Peace at last.  But at what price?”
p. 223 – “Kabul in those days, Amir jan, was as close as you could get to that proverbial hell on earth.”

p.225- “There is going to be peace, Inshallah, and happiness and calm.  No more rockets, no more killing, no more funerals!” 

p.259 –“That was the first time I saw the Taliban.  I’d seen them on TV, on the Internet, on the cover of magazines, and in newspapers.  But here I was now, less than fifty feet from them, telling myself that the sudden taste in my mouth wasn’t unadulterated, naked fear.  Telling myself my flash hadn’t suddenly shrunk against my bones and my heart wasn’t battering.  Here they came.  In all their glory.”
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MODIFIED





Topic: _______________________
1. Introduction

A. My opinion:_____ ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

B. Two more points to put in my introduction: 

1.______________________________________________________________________
2.______________________________________________________________________

2. The first reason why you should believe my opinion is______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.

Two pieces of evidence:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The second reason why you should believe my opinion is___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________.

Two pieces of evidence:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The third reason why you should believe my opinion is______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________.

Two pieces of evidence:

A.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Conclusion 

A. Rewrite my opinion here: __________________________________________________
B. Two more points to make in my conclusion:

1.______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Feel free to use the bottom of this paper for any other ideas that you may have for this essay!
