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Short Paper 6: Annotated Bibliography
For major paper 2, you will be asked to pick a topic of interest regarding Radhakrishnan and Lahiri, and explore that topic in depth. To do this, you will need to figure out what interests you and follow a line of inquiry that comes out of that interest. Therefore, you will need to do some research in order to help you substantiate your ideas. Find four academic sources that address your topic of interest, and write an annotated bibliography which details what these sources are arguing and how they pertain to your interests.
Your project can go in one of three directions: you can research more about Lahiri or Interpreter of Maladies, you can research other scholars’ responses to Radhakrishnan, or you can research a particular point of interest (say, “women in the diaspora”).

Some research topics can be, but are not limited to: women in the diaspora, migration and freedom, national identity and ethnicity, whiteness and migration, the “color line,” the role of food, etc.
Why write an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography provides specific information about each source you have used. As a researcher, you have become an expert on your topic and have the ability both to explain the content and to assess the usefulness of your sources for those not in the know. Think of your paper as part of a conversation with others interested in the same things you are; the annotated bibliography allows you to tell readers what to check out, what might be worth checking out in some situations, and what might not be worth spending the time on.

A good annotated bibliography:

· encourages you to think critically about the content of the works you are using, their place within a field of study, and their relation to your own research and ideas
· proves you have read and understand your sources
· establishes your work as a valid source and you as a competent researcher
· situates your study and topic in a continuing professional conversation
· provides a way for others to decide whether a source will be helpful to their research if they read it
· could help interested researchers determine whether they are interested in a topic by providing background information and an idea of the kind of work going on in a field
Elements of an annotated bibliography:

· Bibliography according to the appropriate citation style (MLA for our class)
· Explanation of main points and/or purpose of the work—basically, its claims—which shows among other things that you have read and thoroughly understand the source
· Verification or critique of the authority or qualifications of the author—who is the author and what are her qualifications?

· Comments on the worth, effectiveness, and usefulness of the work in terms of both the topic being researched and/or your own research project—how does this work impact your research?

· The point of view or perspective from which the work was written. For instance, you may note whether the author seemed to have particular biases or was trying to reach a particular audience
· Relevant links to other work done in the area, like related sources, possibly including a comparison with some of those already on your list—this is where you evaluate the effectiveness of this work
Form and Audience:

For this class, your annotated bibliography should be organized in paragraph form (one or two paragraphs per entry). The audience is an academic one that is interested in the same topic as you and might want to know more about your sources. You are providing a succinct summary and evaluation for them. 

[Source: http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/annotated_bibliographies.html]

Requirements:
Four bibliographic entries
12pt Times New Roman font
1in. margins (stapled!)
Heading: single-spaced, upper-right hand corner; with name, date, assignment number

MLA citation

Due Date: At our conference next week
Targeted Outcomes:

1 – audience/genre: annotated bibliography
2 – summary; understanding and analyzing texts; using MLA citation

3 – arguments are complex; arguments involve analysis; arguments have stakes; clear organizational

strategy
