
A Guide to Writing an Annotated Bibliography 

(adapted from Purdue Owl resource) 

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) used for 
researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "References" or "Works Cited" 

depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the 
bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.). 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes 
a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project or the 

assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following. 

 Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main 
arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If 

someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your 
annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.  

 Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? 
How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information 

reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source?  

 Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into 
your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your 

argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how 
you think about your topic?  

Your annotated bibliography may include some of these, all of these, or even others. If you're 

doing this for a class, you should get specific guidelines from your instructor. 

Why should I write an annotated bibliography? Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent 
preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but when 
you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source more 

carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information. Writing an 
annotated bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about your 

topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the 
issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of 

view. 

Annotated Bibliography Sample Entry: 

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: On (not) getting by in America. New York: Henry Holt 
and Company, 2001. 

In this book of nonfiction based on the journalist's experiential research, Ehrenreich attempts 
to ascertain whether it is currently possible for an individual to live on a minimum-wage in 

America. Taking jobs as a waitress, a maid in a cleaning service, and a Walmart sales employee, 



the author summarizes and reflects on her work, her relationships with fellow workers, and her 

financial struggles in each situation. 
 

An experienced journalist, Ehrenreich is aware of the limitations of her experiment and the 
ethical implications of her experiential research tactics and reflects on these issues in the text. 

The author is forthcoming about her methods and supplements her experiences with scholarly 
research on her places of employment, the economy, and the rising cost of living in America. 

Ehrenreich’s project is timely, descriptive, and well-researched. 

 

 


