Writing a Personal Statement
When the admissions and subject tutors look at your personal statement, they are likely to be asking two main questions:

1. Do we want this student on this course?
2. Do we want this student at this College?
These can be broken down into a number of easier to answer questions:

· Is the student suited to the course that they are applying for? 

· Does the student have the necessary qualifications and qualities for the course? 

· Is the student conscientious, hardworking and unlikely to drop out? 

· Will the student do their best and cope with the demands of the course? 

· Can the student work under pressure? 

· Will the student be able to adjust to their new environment at university? 

· What are their communication skills like? 

· Are they dedicated to this course and have researched it well? 

· Do they have a genuine interest in the subject and a desire to learn more about it?

What you want to study at IBCM and why
· Specific aspects of the courses that interest you 

· Examples of coursework you have completed 

· Practical work you have enjoyed 

· Things you have read related to the subject area 

· Work experience or voluntary work in this area 

· Conferences you have attended 

· Personal experiences which lead to the decision to take this subject 

· Where you hope a degree in this subject will lead

Experiences that show you are a reliable and responsible person
· Part-time job 

· Business enterprise 

· Community and charity work 

· Sixth form committee 

· Helping out at school events and open days 

Your interests and skills
· What you like to do in your free time 

· Sport and leisure activities 

· Subjects you study which are not examined 

· Musical instrument which you play 

· Languages which you speak 

· Prizes you have won or positions achieved in your interests

Structure of the statement
A starting guideline is to spend half the statement talking about the course and why you want to take it, and spend the other half writing about yourself and your own abilities, though one you get into it this can be easily changed. Another approach is to split up your notes into a few categories and write a paragraph on each category
Paragraph 1: Introduction to my subject, the parts I'm interested in and why

Paragraph 2: What I have previously done related to my subject 

Paragraphs 3 and 4: work experience and things I had done in school

Paragraph 5: My interests outside of College 

Paragraph 6: My goal of studying at IBCM, followed by a closing comment

IBCM Writing a Personal Statement v3.0  October 2018

