Personal Statement for Financial Aid

Introduction My name is Emma Johnson, and | am writing to apply for financial aid to support my
studies at State University. As a first-generation college student from a low-income family, | am
determined to pursue higher education despite financial challenges. | am committed to achieving

academic excellence and contributing positively to society.

Academic Background Throughout my high school career at Lincoln High School, | have
maintained a strong academic record, graduating with a 4.0 GPA. | have particularly excelled in
advanced courses In mathematics, science, and literature. My dedication to my studies has been
recognized through various awards and honors, including membership in the National Honor
Society and receiving the Academic Excellence Award in Mathematics. | have also taken on
leadership roles, such as being the president of the Student Council and captain of the debate
team, further developing my leadership and organizational skills.

Financial Need Coming from a family with limited financial resources, paying for college tuition
and other expenses poses a significant challenge. My parents work multiple jobs to support our
household, and we have always lived paycheck to paycheck. Despite their hard work, the cost of
higher education is beyond our financial capacity. Receiving financial aid is crucial for me to
afford tuition, books, and other necessary expenses without placing an overwhelming burden on
my family.

Extracurricular Activities In addition to my academic achievements, | have been actively
iInvolved in community service and extracurricular activities. | volunteered at the local food bank
and participated in environmental conservation projects, such as tree planting and community

clean-ups. These experiences have instilled in me a strong sense of social responsibility and a
desire to give back to my community. | have also been involved in sports, playing on the varsity

soccer team, which has taught me the importance of teamwork, perseverance, and discipline.

Future Goals My long-term goal is to become a civil engineer, focusing on sustainable
infrastructure development. | am passionate about creating innovative solutions that address
environmental challenges and improve the quality of life in underprivileged communities.
Attending State University will provide me with the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve
this goal. The financial aid will not only enable me to pursue my education but also allow me to
focus on my studies and extracurricular activities without the constant stress of financial

instability.

Conclusion In conclusion, receiving financial aid is essential for me to continue my education and
achieve my career aspirations. My academic achievements, leadership roles, and commitment to
community service demonstrate my dedication and potential. | am determined to overcome
financial barriers and make a positive impact in the field of civil engineering. Thank you for
considering my application. | am hopeful that with your support, | can turn my educational dreams

iInto reality.



