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The Book that Made Me a Journalist 

 

It is 6 am on a hot day in July and I’ve already showered and eaten breakfast. I know that my 

classmates are all sleeping in and enjoying their summer break, but I don’t envy them; I’m excited to 

start my day interning with a local newspaper doing investigative journalism. I work a typical 8-5 day 

during my summer vacation and despite the early mornings, nothing has made me happier. Although it 

wasn't clear to me then, looking back on my high school experiences and everything that led to me to 

this internship, I believe this path began with a particularly savvy teacher and a little book she gave me 

to read outside of class. 

I was taking a composition class, and we were learning how to write persuasive essays. Up until that 

point, I had had average grades, but I was always a good writer and my teacher immediately recognized 

this. The first paper I wrote for the class was about my experience going to an Indian reservation 

located near my uncle's ranch in southwest Colorado. I wrote of the severe poverty experienced by the 

people on the reservation, and the lack of access to voting booths during the most recent election. After 

reading this short story, my teacher approached me and asked about my future plans. No one had ever 

asked me this, and I wasn't sure how to answer. I said I liked writing and I liked thinking about people 

who are different from myself. She gave me a book and told me that if I had time to read it, she thought 

it would be something I would enjoy. I was actually quite surprised that a high school teacher was 

giving me a book titled Lies My Teacher Told Me. It had never occurred to me that teachers would lie 

to students. The title intrigued me so much that on Friday night I found myself staying up almost all 

night reading, instead of going out with friends. 

 

In short, the book discusses several instances in which typical American history classes do not tell the 

whole story. For example, the author addresses the way that American history classes do not usually 

address about the Vietnam War, even though it happened only a short time ago. This made me realize 

that we hadn't discussed the Vietnam War in my own history class! The book taught me that, like my 

story of the Indian reservation, there are always more stories beyond what we see on the surface and 

what we’re taught in school. I was inspired to continue to tell these stories and to make that my career. 

 

For my next article for the class, I wrote about the practice of my own high school suspending students, 

sometimes indefinitely, for seemingly minor offenses such as tardiness and smoking. I found that the 

number of suspensions had increased by 200% at my school in just three years, and also discovered that 

students who are suspended after only one offense often drop out and some later end up in prison. The 

article caused quite a stir. The administration of my school dismissed it, but it caught the attention of 

my local newspaper. A local journalist worked with me to publish an updated and more thoroughly 

researched version of my article in the local newspaper. The article forced the school board to revisit 

their zero tolerance  policy as well as reinstate some indefinitely suspended students. I won no favors 

with the administration and it was a difficult time for me, but it was also thrilling to see how one article 

can have such a direct effect on people’s lives. It reaffirmed my commitment to a career in journalism. 

 

This is why I’m applying for this scholarship. Your organization has been providing young aspiring 

journalists with funds to further their skills and work to uncover the untold stories in our communities 

that need to be reported. I share your organization’s vision of working towards a more just and 

equitable world by uncovering stories of abuse of power. I have already demonstrated this commitment 

through my writing in high school and I look forward to pursuing a BA in this field at the University of 

Michigan Ann Arbor. With your help, I will hone my natural instincts and inherent writing skills. I will 

become a better and more persuasive writer and I will learn the ethics of professional journalism. 



 

I sincerely appreciate the committee’s time in evaluating my application and giving me the opportunity 

to tell my story. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
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