Grammar Reference Sheet: Subject and Verbs

LEVEL 1: Simple Subjects and Action Verbs


      A simple subject is the one thing the sentence is about.


      An action verb is a verb that tells us what the subject is doing

EXAMPLE: People talk. 


EXAMPLE: The truck belched fumes.

What is the sentence about?
People

What is the sentence about?   truck
What do the people do?
They talk
What does the truck do?
It belches
EXAMPLE: People talk.


EXAMPLE: The truck belched fumes. 

LEVEL 2: Linking Verbs

A linking verb is a verb that helps describe the subject. Think of it as an equal sign between the subject and the adjective or noun on the other side. Linking verbs include: be, become, became, is, was, were, are, has, had, have,  seems, feels, looks, appears.

EXAMPLE: That woman is a millionaire.

EXAMPLE: The pants feel itchy.

Who is the sentence about? 
woman

What is the sentence about?
pants
What does the woman equal?
a millionaire

What do the pants equal?
itchy 

How do we know?  

she is


How do we know? 

we feel them

EXAMPLE: That woman is a millionaire.

EXAMPLE: The pants feel itchy.

LEVEL 3: Prepositional Phrases


      A prepositional phrase is simply a group of words beginning with a preposition and ending  

                  with the answer to the question what, when or where. Here is a list of common prepositions:  

                  about, above, across, among, around, at, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between,    

                  by, during, except, for, from, in, inside, into, of, off, on, onto, over, through, to, toward, 
                  under, with. Note: The subject and the verb of a sentence never appears within a 

                  prepositional phrase.

EXAMPLE: After a long day at work, she always puts her feet up.

What are the prepositions in the sentence?
after, at

Ask the following question about the sentence and cross out the prepositional phrase: 

After what?
a long day

At what? 
work

EXAMPLE: After a long day at work, she always puts her feet up.

With the remaining information ask:

Who is the sentence about?
she
What did she do?

she put

EXAMPLE: After a long day at work, she always puts her feet up.
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LEVEL 4: Verbs of More Than One Word

Verbs of more than one word may contain helping verbs that connect the subject to the action verb. Helping verbs are based on forms of be, have, and can, and also include will, would, should, and could.  Note: words like not, just, never, only, and always are not part of the verb although they may appear within the verb (Yolanda is not working).

EXAMPLE: Another book has been written about 2Pac and Notorious B.I.G. 

What are the prepositions in the sentence?
About

Ask the following question and cross out the prepositional phrase:

About what? about 2Pac and Notorious B.I.G.

EXAMPLE: Another book has been written about 2Pac and Notorious B.I.G.

With the remaining information ask:

What is the sentence about?
book

What did the book do? 
it had been written

EXAMPLE: Another book has been written about 2Pac and Notorious B.I.G.

LEVEL 5: Compound Subjects

A sentence may have more than one subject. Look for conjunctions for clues to what are the subjects. 

EXAMPLE: Cats and dogs are sometimes the best of friends.

What are the prepositions in the sentence? of

Ask the following question and cross out the prepositional phrase:

Of what? of friends

EXAMPLE: Cats and dogs are sometimes the best of friends.
With the remaining information ask:

What is the sentence about? 

Cats and dogs

What do the cats and dogs do?
they are
EXAMPLE: Cats and dogs are sometimes the best of friends.

LEVEL 6: Compound Verbs

A sentence may have more than one verb. Look for conjunctions for clues to find the verbs.

EXAMPLE: Fran caught the fish in the morning, cleaned them in the afternoon, and ate them that night.

What are the prepositions in the sentence? in, in

Ask the following question and cross out the prepositional phrase:

In what? in the morning

In what? in the afternoon

EXAMPLE: Fran caught the fish in the morning, cleaned them in the afternoon and ate them that night.

With the remaining information ask:

What is the sentence about? 

Fran

What does Fran do?


she caught, cleaned and ate.

EXAMPLE: Fran caught the fish in the morning, cleaned them in the afternoon and ate them that night.

