PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES
A prepositional phrase includes a preposition, the object of the preposition and any modifiers of that object.  It is used to show a relationship between a noun (the object of the preposition) and another word.

Here are some common prepositions:

	about
	below
	excepting
	off
	toward

	above
	beneath
	for
	on
	under

	across
	beside(s)
	from
	onto
	underneath

	after
	between
	in
	out
	until

	against
	beyond
	in front of
	outside
	up

	along
	but
	inside
	over
	upon

	among
	by
	in spite of
	past
	up to

	around
	concerning
	instead of
	regarding
	with

	at 
	despite
	into
	since
	within

	because of
	down
	like
	through
	without

	before
	during
	near
	throughout
	with regard to

	behind
	except
	of
	to
	with respect to


Examples of prepositional phrases:

After lunch, we lounged around the lake.

A herd of bison stampeded across the prairie near the river.

It’s nice to go home after school and drink a big glass of water.

EXERCISE A:  Mark each prepositional phrase with parentheses, and underline the object of the preposition.  The parentheses are to remind you that nothing in the prepositional phrase can be either the subject, direct or indirect object of the sentence.

1. Sam waits for me in the parking lot behind the movie theater.

2. The dogs flop down in a tangle of legs and tails.

3. Jeff likes taking trips to the beach.
4. The phoenix rises above the flames, flapping its wings of silver in the moonlight.

5. A cold wind blew through the cracks in the floor, chilling us despite our heavy sweaters.

ADJECTIVE PHRASES: A prepositional phrase that modifies a noun or pronoun is called an adjective phrase.  An adjective phrase answers the question “what kind? or “which one?” about the noun.  

EXAMPLES:  
Frieda likes reading novels about vampires.




She read one book by Anne Rice about a vampire.




Another book is about a teenager with a keen sense of time.

EXERCISE B: Each of the following sentences contains at least one adjective phrase.  Mark each adjective phrase with parentheses, and draw an arrow to the word it modifies or describes.

1. Ordinarily, lemmings eat a diet of moss and roots.

2. Every few years, however, their population exceeds their food supply, and they ford streams and lakes, devouring everything in their path and leaving no trace of vegetation.

3. Legend tells us that when the lemmings reach the cliffs along the sea, they leap off and drown.

4. This pattern of behavior was puzzling because it contradicted the basic instinct for self-preservation.

5. Do these animals really follow a pattern of self-destruction?

6. Recently, scientific study of these animals has revealed that this lore about them is untrue and that most lemmings become victims of predators or starvation.

7. Cozy homes underneath the ground protect young lemmings.

8. Bits of grass line their burrows’ walls and floors.

9. Even growing numbers of hungry foxes and owls cannot significantly reduce the number of lemmings; second-year population increases by a factor of thirty are not unusual.

10.  The cycle from plenty to starvation begins again every four years.
ADVERB PHRASES: A prepositional phrase that modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb is called an adverb phrase.  An adverb phrases answers the questions “how?” “when?” “where?” “why?” or “to what extent?”
EXAMPLES:
Charles ran away from home.



Tired of all the nagging, he decided it was best to just leave.


He rode the train into the night.


The whole experience was fun despite the mosquitos.
EXERCISE C:  Each of the following sentences contains at least one adverb phrase.  Mark each adjective phrase with parentheses, and draw an arrow to the word it modifies or describes.

1. Collectors often find classic recordings at Tunes and Tones.
2. Famous for its diverse titles and many recordings, the shop stands between two restaurants.

3. During the annual summer sale, collectors swap CDs.

4. In the repair shop, technicians repair old turntables and speakers.

5. These old albums sound great despite the popping and crackling noises!

6. There are always people hanging around in the back room.

7. Someone usually puts a CD in the player and starts it.

8. Amplified by large speakers, the music could be heard throughout the neighborhood.

9. People often flocked onto the streets to dance.

10.  But Rex, the owner, just sat in the office and watched it all through the window, not saying a word.

IDENTIFYING ADJECTIVE AND ADVERB PHRASES:  For each sentence, mark all the prepositional phrases with parentheses.  Then, tell whether each prepositional phrase is an adjective phrase or an adverb phrase (write ADJ or ADV over the top of it)  and draw an arrow to the word it modifies.

1. These items come from Africa, and they belong to the family of musical instruments called mbira.

2. Almost the size of a paperback book, these small mbiras, called kalimbas, are made of smooth, warm-colored wood.

3. The instrument is called a thumb box by some people because players pluck the steel keys with their thumbs to play melodies.

4. There is also a sound hole like the one on a guitar.
5. When players pluck one or more keys, the notes resonate inside the box.

6. The kalimba sounds like a cross between a small xylophone and a set of windchimes.

7. It is easily carried in a pocket or backpack, and it is easy to play.

8. Nearly everybody enjoys the soft, light sound, even when a player hits a wrong note with both thumbs!

9. Instruments similar to the kalimba were noted by Portuguese explorers in the sixteenth century along the East African coast.

10. in 1586, Father Dos Santos, a Portuguese traveler, wrote that native mbira players pluck the keys lightly, “as a good player strikes those of a harpsichord,” producing “a sweet and gentle harmony of accordant sounds.”
