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Essay 1 Rating: 97

Technoleay hag highly evolved over time. In fact, nowadays almost
everybody hag some gort of machine at hand, be tt computers, cars,
or even washing machines. But altthough machinery was deviced to
beneftt mankKind, Tt hag alsc breught aleng many flaws to match.

Firetly, when Tt comes to technological equipment cuch ag
computers, dicruption most often arices between the person using
the computer, and the household he or she e aurrounded by, or
LIving with. For example; many old family traditlons csuch ag eating
meals with your relatives at the dining table celdom takKe place now
that one of the family members might be too busy working on hig
Nac. laptop. Thusg, family values and morals have changed n order to
adapt to this technological age.

Secondly, having many Kindg of machinery at hand g not
only destroying family traditlong, but s alse very harmful to cur
environment. Nany people are careless about allowing thelr car
engines to run haphazardly, or leaving thelr laptops on for long
periodsg of time, however they do not seem aware of the fact that al
this energy and electrictty conaumption 1s dangercus to not only cur
local environment, but to the world as a whole. addttionally, Tt 1s the
over-ucage of machinery, blg or amall that i bringing our soclety ever
cloger to Global Warming, and we must stop.

Ag | mentloned In my Introduction, technological equipment was
never programmed to damage nature per ce, biut to help people
all arcund the globe. Now that nuclear families aren't ag clogely
Intact compared to the 4950< or 4990g, techrnology has given us an
alternative method 1o Keep In touch with ocur relatives thanks to
computer applications auch as SKype, or even cell phone applications
such ag VIBER or Whatefpp. Machinery hag most definttely done
wonders In our (lves, and we as people should be gratefiul to eastly
possess carg, and/or phones when poorer countries do not even have
the chance te.

However, with all the advantages machinery has braught to s all,
| personally belleve that possessing too many cars or phones, or even
conauming too much of thelr energy and battery, 1s beginning to get
out of hand and needs to be controlled.
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Commentary on Essay 1

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

Machines now play an important role in most people’s lives. Computers, cars, and
household machines (such as washing machines) have become very common. What are the
advantages and disadvantages of having so many machines in people’s lives? Use specific

examples in your answer.

Essay 1 would be awarded a score of 97. It is a
polished piece of writing that thoroughly develops
the topic of the prompt, far beyond the superficial
level, and acknowledges its complexity.

Syntactic control is very strong in this essay. The
writer demonstrates consistent control over complex
and varied syntactic structures, and the response

is essentially error free. There is a wide range of
appropriately used vocabulary.

The essay is also very cohesive. The writer builds the
argument not through a reliance simply on the use of
mechanical transition markers, but in a much more
sophisticated way, developing each supporting point
richly and connecting the ideas together so that the
essay reads smoothly. It is very easy for the reader to
follow the development of the ideas in the text.
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Essay 2 Rating: 93

[t is true that medical doctors are health professionals whose roles are of
great importance in the society. They are usudlly educated and people generdlly
look up to them to take good care of their hedlth issues. In fact, whether people
live or die depends to a very great extend on the doctors in charge of their health
situations, depending on how serious they are. Aimost every one wants a doctor
that is vastly knowledgeable in the medical field, especially those with many years of
expenrience.

Although I agree that the level of education of a medical doctor is of much
importance for a doctor to be regarded as a “good medical doctor”, T am dalso of
the opinion that that is not the only criterion for a doctor to be regarded as a “good
medical doctor”. Character and the integrity of the person contribute to a large
extend. [ am dlso of the view that a medical doctor should be a very responsible
person in the society because alot of people tend to emulate them. Young adults
usudlly look forward to becoming medical doctors in the future. That being the case,
they tend to copy the behaviours of medical doctors they know.

The country where [ come from, Nigeria, where the hedlth system has some
issues, some medical doctors who lack good character and do not care about their
integrity can, because a patient does not have enough money to pay their medical
bills, walk away from a dying patient. During oath taking, these doctors state that
they will put patients first before any thing, but some of them do not keep up with
this. Although [ agree that doctors in the third world countries usually face some
challenges, I am still of the opinion that when it comes to saving a patient’s life, a good
medical doctor should always swing into action. In Canada, though I have stayed here
for just a year [ think many of their doctors can be regarded as “good doctors’
from the little [ have seen.

In conclusion, I believe that a well educated doctor without a good character
and integrity and also without a passion to save lives is as good as a "bad doctor’
since, with his education but with love for money rather than love for his patient’s
lives, can still lead to the loss of lives.
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Commentary on Essay 2

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

Different people value different qualities in a medical doctor. Everyone wants a well-
educated and knowledgeable doctor, but what other qualities should a good medical doctor
have? Explain why these are important.

Essay 2 would be awarded a score of 93. The writer
has produced a lengthy and on-target response that
is very readable. The essay effectively addresses the
complexity of the prompt.

The writer employs an impressively wide range of
syntactic structures flexibly to build coherence and
cohesion and create a fluent style that includes
control of emphasis.

The writer has generally good control over syntax
and vocabulary. There are a few cases of slightly
awkward vocabulary use (“vastly knowledgeable,”
“do not keep up with this”) and a number of minor
errors with mechanics that detract slightly from the
overall impression created by this excellent essay.
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Essay 3 Rating: 87

Traveling and visiting new countries can be an exfremelq fhril/inj
exPerience. 7 usu.aJIt’ Pre-?er to take ju.ided tows to eXp/ore a new
destination. By doing that | jef a chance to visit its most sijnificanf
landmarks, 5e£ to meet towrists from other countries and learn about
the city's most popular and authentic restaurants.

Upon Joinin professional excwrsions, towrists discover the prominenf
cultural and historical bu.ildinjs in cities, such as churches, monuments,
Parks, and Pa.la.ces. The tow's are u.su.a.//t’ orqanized to cover most of
these important places. For example, when | visited Dubai last year, |
Joined the "Big Bus Tow" to ex'o/coure this a.ma.z.inj cift,. While visifinj the
Dubai Musuem, | learned that this chief ciftf was only built sixﬁ’ years
aqo. Haven't | taken such a quided touwr, | wouldn't have known this fact
a.Zou.f this mefro'oo/is ciftf.

The other reason to rompf me in fa.kinj tow buses is the
op'oorfu.niftf to meet ofher towrists. sharing the ex,oeriem:e and s)oendinj
Lime fogefher 5efs you close to other people from different nationalities.
This in retwn Provides you with the chance of lea.minj about other
cultures and mat’be bu.i/dinj frienshl}os with them. As an exa.mLf/e, while

fowinj in Mexico two years aqo, | was a.c:lua.infed to towrists from
various cultures and learned a’lot about each other.

Another imporfanf factor to encourage me on taking bus tows is
learning about the ciﬁf’s most popular restaurants. Ah?hou. h brochures
and fl yers usually contain such information, t,et’: towr 3u.ides who live in
they cities recommend more authentic local places. As an example, one of
the best meals | tried was at a local restaurants in Mexico iftf where
the 3uide advised us to 90. It was a meal to remember.

In conclusion, takin Professional excursions is worth the cost of it.
You 3e£ to visit all the salient landmarks, learn about other cultures
and jef familiar with popular restaurants.
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Commentary on Essay 3

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

When visiting a new city or country, some people like to go on group tours led by
professional tour guides. Others prefer to explore new places on their own. Which do you

prefer? Give reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Essay 3 would be awarded a score of 87. The topic
development for this essay is very good. The writer
provides a clear opinion and a large amount of
supporting detail within the response. The content is
directly relevant to the prompt.

The writer demonstrates consistent control

over simple sentence structures. More complex
constructions are not always successful (“Haven’t
| taken such a guided tour”), but the errors are
relatively few and not distracting. The vocabulary
used in the response is prompt specific but there
is not a lot of low-frequency vocabulary produced.
Where low-frequency vocabulary is used it is not
always correct (“acquainted to”).

Overall, this essay was awarded a score of 87
because of its excellent topic development and
control over sentence structure. It does not merit
a higher score because of the quantity of error and
limited use of low-frequency vocabulary.
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Essay 4 Rating: 83

Working Pax+—tme Jobs

Paxt-time jobs are very common nowadays. I, M3se’f, woTk part—tine
sice I have to go o school f:oﬁ'—"l-ime as well. T Fhiok a, lot of eorle
o,r}- for workin Faw‘l-—*l*ime becapse of Fime Hexibili*ly and we would sﬁi” be
Tb’e to avH'eni to other things that are imroﬁ"an“f— in our day to day
l\/m3.

A cleax aA\/an“f-a@e of hawing several foﬁ-—“Hme jobs is for f"’-of”"- to be
developed in the different axeas where they are workina. Tf one has several
jobs, Z:e or she will be able to meet several reo’ale and supervisors that
will expose Hem to different chal Ienges and lecu-ninas. Ano‘ﬁher aA\/an"l'a@e of
having ‘several part=time jobs, is an opportunity to find out what you really
wont as an occho;Hon in life. This may be a, 5+er> ing stone for you to be
able to discover yourself more in terms of your abilities and skills. Lastly,
T Hiok hawing several jobs will make you eaxn more money than having a,
foll-tine job. This is becavse in a. full-time job, you axe only entitled for
a sfech(ic nomber of hours at work and sometimes, emﬂoyr& don't give
overtime pays.

The disadvastage on the other hand, is that most of the part—tine
jobs do not offer benefits o its emr103ees. Also, you have o azLUS“f“ with
Your workmates from one wor{cf’ace to another. IT# will also be difficolt
it you have o or three jobs in a (loy and yov don't have YOUr OWn Cax.
Commuting from one »Jor{cfla[,e to another can be very exhawsting.

In conclusion) T would Sy thast I'n in fovor of hawing several paxt-
time jobs vaither than one foll-Fime job. My decision is mauhly in line »JH'[\ M
corvent srtvation. I need to g0 to schoj and at the same time, work for
my {amn’y Haw/ing raﬁ——-ﬁme jobs will be very beneficial for me since I can
axvange My schedvle with My emF103et Afso) based on my own exFerience) I
enjoy meeting and workina with eofa’e from different Wafzs of life. T was

able to gaun friends which T thiok is very essential 1o be able o azlaf“f—
easib n a coun'f'ry Hhait is different from YOS,
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Commentary on Essay 4

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

In many countries it is becoming more common for people to have several part-time jobs
instead of one full-time job. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working part-

time jobs? Give examples to support your ideas.

Essay 4 would be awarded a score of 83. The essay
is very straightforward and easy to understand, and
it addresses both sides of the topic successfully.
The writer clearly separates different points

into distinct paragraphs, and the organizational
pattern is transparent to the reader, contributing

to its readability. A limitation is the relatively thin
development. The second paragraph is convincing,
but after that, disadvantages are listed with only
limited support and discussion.

The range and accuracy of the syntactic structures
and vocabulary contribute to the development of
ideas. Sentences are varied in length and complexity;
vocabulary is broad and generally accurately used.
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Essay 5 Rating: 77

With the developenent of our society, peaglesifestyle chanae Erom dey
to day. It hasbecome more common for peaple to have different part-time Jous.
Compared this trend with before, some people start wondering whether it is good or
24, for people to have many jobs 2t the same time. Houever, in my opinion, | think
part-time job is 2 double sides sword. It has its own 2dvantages and disadvantages.
Cor some people, part-time jobs provide them an oppotunity o do things they are
actually interested in. Also, it offers the possivility to am more money 2t the same
Xime, But for other people, part-time Jobs ave time-consuming and they cost many
eneray to do so many jobs 2t the same time period.

TThe most important 2dvantage of part-time jobs is that they provide an
oppotunity For people to try different things. Taking my brother 25 an example,
e works in 2 bank 25 2 teller, but he has seen many videos 2bout bartender, so he
decides to be 2 bartender 2t night. This Joo extends his sigjrt and provides him 2
chance to Culfill his dream.

Speaking of dreans, part-time jobs 2\s0 offer people 2 chance to earn move
money. Part-time jobs are the best path for someone who needed money. Although
it takes tirme, people could, still benefit from the work they did. In our society, many
people take part-time Jobs in order to make enouoln money ‘o a2y bills or pay For
their kids tuition.

However, 25 we 2|\ know, it takes time and enexay to do 50 rwany ')o\os. Thisis the
most disadvantage of part-time Jous. Ceople ok tived and stressed because of their
work. They don't have, tire with Fanvlies. Al they wont o do is Finishing the jo 2nd,
steep. 1€ 2 Cather tokes severa| part-time Joos, it ey influence on hnis children. His
children may Yack of \ove 2nd they may become 2 workacholic person in the future.

Taking 2l these factors into account, we way draw 2 conclusion that part-time
con do c)ood ’c\n‘m«)s in your \i€e, but it can 2lso destroy your time inlife. We may have
to think 2bout what are we pursuing in our lives befare we bury into the work. Money
is important, but €amily 2nd life are much worth for us. Time is not coming back.
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Commentary on Essay 5

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

In many countries it is becoming more common for people to have several part-time jobs
instead of one full-time job. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working part-

time jobs? Give examples to support your ideas.

Essay 5 would be awarded a score of 77. Itis a
cohesive piece of writing that is well organized and
on topic. The writer has the linguistic and rhetorical
resources to address both the advantages and
disadvantages of the topic and end with a logical
conclusion.

The writer uses both simple and complex syntactic
structures, but the control of syntax is uneven.
Some sentences are error free but others contain
distracting morphological mistakes (“people’s
lifestyle change,” “Compared this trend with before,
“someone who needed money”).

The vocabulary is adequate to convey the author’s
ideas clearly but is not always appropriately used.
The essay has instances of successful use of lexical
phrases (“it takes time and energy”) and others
where vocabulary is awkward or incorrect (“extends
his sight”).

Overall, this essay is a clear 77. Development is
good, and the whole text builds logically, although
uneven control of syntax and vocabulary detracts
from the overall impression created by the essay.
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Essay 6 Rating: 73

| agree the government policy of all of the cltlzens should learn
tweo forelgn lanquages. The world e getting more cloger than before.
It T very eagy for ug to travel to ancther country. Students can qo
to ancther country for study. Business man can find a parnet from
cther country to tmprove thir business. Aleo, there are more and
more information can find on the internet. Al of these are bage on
lanquages.

There are more and more students travel to ancther country for
study. They travel to ancther country because they want learn octher
lanquage. If the students can gpeak more languages, then they can
talll to comeone easler, and also can learn more. Also, they can make
some {rlends easlly. These are the advantages for learing more
lanquages.

International bugsiness s getting common. There are more and
more compantnes located in whole world. I€ the bogg of the company
can gpeak more than one lanquage, then the bogs can find some
parnets from different countries, then the bogs can have a successtiul
buginess easily. Learning two lanquages s also qood for the pecple
who 18 working.

There are more and more tnformation can find on the Internet.
Some people will tranglate the tnformation into thelr lanquage. Bt
cometimes they will loge some important tnformation. IF we can Know
other lanquaqge, then we can find more resources for the Information,
and algo more detail. Learning more languages can also learn more
Knrnowledges.

Learning two or more lanquages s good for us. \We can go to
other country for study, bossg of the company can try to improve the
company becomes a International company, and also we can learn more
on the tnternet. There are the advantges of learning more than one
lanquages. So | agree the government policy of all of cttizens should
learn two forelgn lanquages.
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Commentary on Essay 6

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

In some countries, the government policy is that all citizens should learn two foreign
languages. Do you think this is a reasonable policy? Or do you think that other subjects
should be a priority in school? Please use reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Essay 6 would be awarded a score of 73. The
response is directly relevant to the prompt, and
the topic is developed with an introduction, several

supporting reasons and examples, and a conclusion.

The writer generally relies on simple sentence
structures. Limitations in syntactic range make
connections between sentences choppy. The reader
can easily derive meaning from the essay, but error-
free sentences are rare.

However, although errors are frequent, they do not
prevent the reader from understanding the text

as a whole. Overall, this essay is a clear 73. It is
adequately developed and organized, and meaning
is clear. However, the degree of inaccuracy of syntax
and vocabulary means it cannot be awarded a
higher score.
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Essay 7 Rating: 67

It is widely accepted that most people want their doctors who had graduated
famous university and well-educated. [t is associated with people’s life directly being
treated perfectly. However, there are more important factors which affect people’s
condition in the hospital. The first thing is ability of explaination about patient’s
condition and progress. Whenever we are being admitted to the hospital, we are
usudlly afraid of our next step. Besides, after we experienced big operation or
procedure, we want to know our current state and how to cope with the future.
Even though the doctors are very knowledgeble and skillful, most patients feel scare
when they do not being supported by doctor’s explaination.

Secondly, doctors should be warm.

[t is very important to treat the patient’s inner side. It could be huge
encouragement people those who are suffer with incurable disease.

We can not live without human beings.

By time goes by, our society have changed like factory. To sum up, doctors who
are living in modern society, should have warm heart and treat the patient like their
family.
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Commentary on Essay 7

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

Different people value different qualities in a medical doctor. Everyone wants a well-
educated and knowledgeable doctor, but what other qualities should a good medical doctor

have? Explain why these are important.

Essay 7 would be awarded a score of 67. The

writing performance in this response is uneven. The
language in the first paragraph indicates that the
writer has control over sentence level syntax and is
able to connect sentences together in a meaningful
way. After the first paragraph, the writer loses control
over organizing ideas, and the essay becomes
disjointed. Topic development is incomplete.

The language (syntax and vocabulary) used in the
first paragraph is more complex and accurate than
typically seen in essays rated 67. Intersentential
marking devices are well-used, and the first

paragraph is cohesive, despite some grammar errors.

However, after the first paragraph, there is much less
control over syntax, and there is little connection

of ideas across sentences. The reader needs to
reformulate meaning in order to understand this part
of the composition. The writer is not able to perform
consistently at the level demonstrated in the first
paragraph.
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Essay 8 Rating: 63

Peop/e say that water is the orijina.l energy. We can see it evert'where
and we use it evert’da.t’ It seems like evertpfhinj need water. for their life,
as enerqy of Iarje number

Water always play a good role in our world. we use water clean the
clothes , People neec/o drink water to be enerqy for them., Sometimes water
of river and ocean can be a iranspor&a.fion to help people éra.ns'oorf
the woods we need the 3ood role everyday. for everyone as the most

im'oorfa.nf energy.

But evenffhinj has two sides. Water also has the bad side
sometimes like when the rain keep a Ionj time as usual of the bejinnin
it will be a disaster to break peo le's nomal life and houses. If e dign'i
cherish water environment They will turn dirﬁf and become po/lu.fion then
we couldn't drink it.

At last. water 5ive us life and avaijlable to use we should 3mfeful
for it. and save water evert’fime Trying to proéeci water clean.
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Commentary on Essay 8

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

There are many different energy sources (for example, sun, wind, oil water, natural gas, coal,
nuclear fission, etc.). Pick one such source and discuss its advantages and disadvantages.
You might consider availability, safety, geographical location, etc.

Essay 8 would be awarded a score of 63. The
response is relevant to the prompt but development
is very limited. The writer demonstrates some
awareness of organizational knowledge, as there is
an attempt to build supporting paragraphs from the
introduction and then a short conclusion.

Although the essay demonstrates developing
awareness of organizational knowledge, reader effort
is required to process most of the sentences for
meaning. Simple syntactic structures are present but
with many errors that obscure meaning. Vocabulary
is often inaccurately used. Punctuation errors are
frequent and significant.

Overall, this essay is clearly a 63 because although
there is some control over organization, errors
predominate, and the sentences still require
rereading and considerable reader effort to process
for meaning.
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Essay 9 Rating: 57

Alot of reorle and any ‘90{1:3 in the world can't life with ovt waster,
Becawse have many reson to this why. T will ty to informaiton some reson
in Hhis +or>ic. The first reson since build on development in Hhe life +he water
S au/odlbil"iy Becawse that is very imr)orf-an“f" to lite and do anything in This
life. The water is ou/i’biHy ander the land and come in the 3(9 also the go(l
is who ot the water in Hhe wordd., Shovld to safe this sovrce. Althov from
alot off His Sovrce in Hhe world. the water have many aa[\/an"l"aﬂes the
flower and the animal vsed His Sovrce every a[ag

the second thing alot of reof;le life vith woster in home and when we
need clean some"H\inS and vsed 1 in the (ioﬂ or every i&j that is 300& for
Fhem and

oll of all the water we can't any bo(lj life \ithovt water T hofe
the V. and news peaper waitch or write something for leaxn the Feorle who
can safe Hhe waster,
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Commentary on Essay 9

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

There are many different energy sources (for example, sun, wind, oil water, natural gas, coal,
nuclear fission, etc.). Pick one such source and discuss its advantages and disadvantages.
You might consider availability, safety, geographical location, etc.

Essay 9 would be awarded a score of 57. The essay
is unusually long for a response at this score point,
but it is difficult to understand what the writer is
trying to say. There is little syntactic control; the
writer is not able to produce simple sentences.
Vocabulary is used incorrectly.

The writer has attempted to organize the response
with the use of discourse markers (“The first reason,”
“the second thing”) but these phrases do not really
assist the reader in deriving meaning from the
composition.

Although the topic is developed in a way that is
generally related to the prompt, the language is so
difficult to process for meaning that it cannot be
awarded a score any higher than 57.
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Essay 10 Rating: 53

Safety Sun

The sun in summer very hot on dif€enert city. Safety sun ware sung\asses with
cap because the broblem eyes with haedeache. Keeh the liett colore the t.shert don't
ware the durek colore because the liett colore wiathe and yallow don't keed or save hot
sun‘mt).’t\ne durak colore black this. is save hot SURING. Summex 2'everybady 90 to se2
because this is cold sea. in baeche everybody ware tank with shoret. After swirnving
in e don't sit in sun because the durek skin. The safety after swimming keeb shawer
in batheroom, because sea in move so\g the so\g keeb the durek skin.
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Commentary on Essay 10

The writing prompt this test taker wrote on was:

There are many different energy sources (for example, sun, wind, oil water, natural gas, coal,
nuclear fission, etc.). Pick one such source and discuss its advantages and disadvantages.
You might consider availability, safety, geographical location, etc.

Essay 10 would be awarded a score of 53. The writer
may have misunderstood the prompt, but this is an
original piece of writing. It is clearly not rehearsed, so
it is an attempted response to the prompt. The essay
is quite long compared to many responses at this
score point.

Even at the sentence level, it is very difficult for a
reader to derive any meaning from the response.
The writer is not able to connect words together to
produce a meaningful sentence.

There is no control over paragraphing, but the
writer can use punctuation and capitals to indicate
sentence boundaries. Spelling is distracting,

with many words at first seeming indecipherable.
The reader has to guess at the meaning of many
misspelled words (“liett,” “durek,” “shoret”).
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L)MELAB

Michigan English Language Assessment Battery v

MELAB Composition Descriptions

97

93

87

83

77

73

Topic is richly and fully developed. Flexible use of a wide 67
range of syntactic (sentence-level) structures, and accurate
morphological (word forms) control. Organization is

appropriate and effective, and there is excellent control

of connection. There is a wide range of appropriately used
vocabulary. Spelling and punctuation appear error-free.

Topic is fully and complexly developed. Flexible use of a

wide range of syntactic structures. Morphological control

is nearly always accurate. Organization is well controlled

and appropriate to the material, and the writing is well 63
connected. Vocabulary is broad and appropriately used.

Spelling and punctuation errors are not distracting.

Topic is well developed, with acknowledgment of its

complexity. Varied syntactic structures are used with

some flexibility, and there is good morphological control.
Organization is controlled and generally appropriate to 57
the material, and there are few problems with connection.
Vocabulary is broad and usually used appropriately. Spelling

and punctuation errors are not distracting.

Topic is generally clearly and completely developed, with

at least some acknowledgement of its complexity. Both

simple and complex syntactic structures are generally 53
adequately used; there is adequate morphological control.
Organization is controlled and shows some appropriacy

to the material, and connection is usually adequate.

Vocabulary use shows some flexibility, and is usually

appropriate. Spelling and punctuation errors are sometimes
distracting.

Topic is developed clearly but not completely and without 0
acknowledging its complexity. Both simple and complex

syntactic structures are present; in some 77 essays, these

are cautiously and accurately used while in others there

is more fluency and less accuracy. Morphological control

is inconsistent. Organization is generally controlled,

while connection is sometimes absent or unsuccessful.

Vocabulary is adequate but may sometimes be

inappropriately used. Spelling and punctuation errors are
sometimes distracting.

Topic development is present, although limited by
incompleteness, lack of clarity, or lack of focus. The topic
may be treated as though it has only one dimension, or
only one point of view is possible. In some 73 essays,

both simple and complex syntactic structures are present,
but with many errors; others have accurate syntax but

are very restricted in the range of language attempted.
Morphological control is inconsistent. Organization is
partially controlled, while connection is often absent or
unsuccessful. Vocabulary is sometimes inadequate, and
sometimes inappropriately used. Spelling and punctuation
errors are sometimes distracting.

Writing
Rating Scale

Topic development is present but restricted, and often
incomplete or unclear. Simple syntactic structures
dominate, with many errors; complex syntactic structures,
if present, are not controlled. Lacks morphological control.
Organization, when apparent, is poorly controlled, and
little or no connection is apparent. Narrow and simple
vocabulary usually approximates meaning but is often
inappropriately used. Spelling and punctuation errors are
often distracting.

Contains little sign of topic development. Simple syntactic
structures are present, but with many errors; lacks
morphological control. There is little or no organization,

and no connection apparent. Narrow and simple vocabulary
inhibits communication, and spelling and punctuation
errors often cause serious interference.

Often extremely short; contains only fragmentary
communication about the topic. There is little syntactic

or morphological control, and no organization or
connection are apparent. Vocabulary is highly restricted
and inaccurately used. Spelling is often indecipherable and
punctuation is missing or appears random.

Extremely short, usually about 40 words or less;
communicates nothing, and is often copied directly from
the prompt. There is little sign of syntactic or morphological
control, and no apparent organization or connection.
Vocabulary is extremely restricted and repetitively used.
Spelling is often indecipherable and punctuation is missing
or appears random.

A zero can be given to a nonresponse. A completely blank
answer sheet or simply the test taker's name on the space
where the essay should be written.

A zero can also be given to a composition that is written on
a topic different from any of those assigned. Connection
of composition to the prompt may be so loose that the
essay could very well have been prepared in advance.
Considerable effort must be made to see the connection
between the composition and the prompt.
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