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ACIST ENTERS CO‐PROMOTION AGREEMENT WITH MEDTRONIC TO  

COMMERCIALIZE NEXT GENERATION FFR and IVUS TECHNOLOGIES IN U.S. 
Collaboration provides increased commercial reach, brand synergies and  

customer access to new technologies 
 
 
EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. (August 4, 2014) – ACIST Medical Systems, Inc., a Bracco Group company and 
global market leader of advanced contrast delivery systems for cardiology, today announced that it has 
entered into a strategic agreement with Medtronic, Inc. (NYSE: MDT) to co-promote the world’s first  
Rapid Exchange FFR (RXi) and High Definition IVUS (HDi) technologies in the United States. Under this 
agreement, ACIST and Medtronic will work collaboratively to introduce these groundbreaking products 
into cardiac catheterization laboratories across the US.  
 
FFR (Fractional Flow Reserve) has quickly become the standard that interventional cardiologists use to 
determine which patients can most benefit from stenting.  IVUS (Intravascular Ultrasound) is an advanced 
diagnostic modality that provides greater insight into arterial disease than standard angiography alone.  
The ACIST Rapid FFR (RXi) and High Definition IVUS (HDi) systems are quicker, easier to use and offer 
detailed insight that physicians can use to optimize treatment choice for their patients. 
 
“This partnership is a significant milestone in the transformation of ACIST, and will help us to achieve 
rapid and significant penetration of the U.S. market,” said Tom Morizio, President and COO, ACIST 
Medical Systems. “Medtronic is a worldwide leader in delivering new and innovative medical 
technologies. Our products are an excellent complement to their interventional cardiology product 
portfolio. We see great benefits and potential in working with Medtronic to increase our share of voice and 
field presence through this agreement, and look forward to maximizing the awareness of these products 
in the U.S.”  
 
Medtronic is the global leader in Coronary Stents with an impressive interventional cardiology product 
portfolio into which Rapid FFR and HD IVUS fit well. Through this collaboration, ACIST and Medtronic will 
bring this technology to existing and new customers who value improved modalities that simplify 
procedures and benefit their patients.    
 
ACIST’s new Rapid FFR system, which utilizes the ultra-thin ACIST Navvus™ Rapid Exchange 
MicroCatheter and RXi console, was introduced earlier this year in the United States and Europe. The 
Navvus MicroCatheter can be used over a standard 0.014 inch guidewire, and the RXi system facilitates 
rapid FFR assessments before, during and post-intervention. This unique technology is the first of its 
kind, providing the reassurance of accurate and reliable FFR measurements and the advantages of Rapid 
Exchange technology.  
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About ACIST 
ACIST, a Bracco Group company, is a pioneer and global market leader of advanced contrast delivery 
systems for cardiology. By developing advanced diagnostic technologies that help simplify the 
complexities of the cardiac cath lab, it empowers clinicians and their teams in providing superior patient 
care. ACIST products are being used by cardiologists in more than 70 countries worldwide, and more 
than 15 million patients have benefited from a cardiovascular angiography procedure using an ACIST 
Contrast Delivery System. 
 
ACIST is headquartered in Eden Prairie, Minn., with regional offices in Europe and Asia. A team of more 
than 300 people worldwide helps manage and support a portfolio of products and services that simplify 
and enhance contrast injection procedures. ACIST and its sister company, HLT — a medical device 
company dedicated to the development of transcatheter aortic valve technology — are part of the Bracco 
Group, an international leader in diagnostic imaging. Both companies share the same founder, president 
and COO and commitment to innovation in interventional cardiology. Together, they are setting new 
standards in the industry with the pursuit of emerging cardiology solutions, addressing clinical and 
physician needs to provide superior patient care. 
 
To learn more about ACIST, visit www.acist.com. 
 
About the Bracco Group 
Bracco has headquarters in Milan, Italy, and was founded in 1927. It is active in the healthcare sector 
through Bracco Imaging (diagnostic imaging), Pharma (prescription and over the counter drugs), ACIST 
Medical Systems and HLT (cardiology) and the Centro Diagnostico Italiano diagnostic clinic. It has around 
3,300 employees and annual total consolidated revenues of nearly 1.2 billion Euro. Bracco operates in 
more than 100 countries worldwide. 
 
To learn more about Bracco Group, visit www.bracco.com. 
 

About Medtronic 
Medtronic, Inc. (www.medtronic.com), headquartered in Minneapolis, is the global leader in medical 
technology –– alleviating pain, restoring health and extending life for millions of people around the world.  
In collaboration with leading clinicians, researchers and scientists, Medtronic offers the broadest range of 
innovative medical technology for the interventional and surgical treatment of cardiovascular diseases 
and cardiac arrhythmias. The company strives to offer products and services that deliver clinical and 
economic value to healthcare consumers and providers worldwide. 
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