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Examples of Personification in Maniac Magee

The following example of personification is used when Jeffrey Magee is teaching his friend, Grayson, how to read: “Vowels were something else. He didn’t like them, and they didn’t like him” (Spinelli 101). In this quote, vowels are personified. This original language is used to communicate how Grayson struggles with vowels as he sounds out words. Students can easily identify examples such as these because vowels are clearly inanimate; this quote suggests that learning to read is a struggle between humans and the words they strive to master.

In the next personification example, Christmas is being personified: “Within an hour or two, the holiday would come bounding down the stairs and squealing ‘round the tinseled trees of Two Mills” (Spinelli 112). Here, the Christmas holiday is described as bounding and squealing. The image seems to liken this holiday to excited children, and readers can picture the enthusiasm in the room being described. Teachers can also call attention to the alliteration using the letter “t” at the end of the sentence. Working with the personification, this alliteration creatively paints a festive picture for the reader.

Extended Personification in Maniac Magee

To enhance his reputation in Two Mills, and to score a year’s worth of free pizzas for his friends, Jeffrey Magee accepts the challenge to untie a famous knot at Cobble’s Corner, known as Cobble’s Knot. Jeffrey enjoys tackling this challenge, and the ensuing scene indulges the reader with an abundance of personification. Here are two examples of the Knot being described as Jeffrey’s worthy opponent.

· Some say there was a faint grin on his face, kind of playful, as though the Knot wasn’t his enemy at all, but an old pal just playing a little trick on him” (70).

· And then, around dinnertime, a huge roar went up, a volcano of cheers. Cobble’s Knot was dead. Undone. Gone. It was nothing but string” (Spinelli 73).

In the first quote, Cobble’s Knot is described as smiling and as not being an enemy, but a friend. In one short sentence, the knot is given human characteristics three times, creating a fully developed image of the intricacies of this knot. In the second quote, Cobble’s Knot is described as being dead, which presumes, of course, that it at one time had been a living, breathing entity. This extended personification serves to heighten the drama and tension of this scene, causing readers to wonder whether Jeffrey will win this competition against his opponent, the knot.

When reading Maniac Magee, students can learn about a variety of figurative language devices, including metaphors, similes, and personification. Students should first learn the definition of personification and then seek out examples in the novel. When discussing these examples, students should consider the language used to liken objects to people, paying careful attention to the verbs at work. Further, students should strive to understand the purpose and overall effect of the use of personification on the novel.Spinelli. Jerry. Maniac Magee. NY: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 1999


