Name: _________________________________  Period: _______
  Date: ___________________


Epic/Homeric Similes
Epic similes compare heroic events in the story with common, everyday events. The challenge is that many of the things that were everyday experiences for Homer’s audience—for example, a man with a torch in a field—are unfamiliar.

Epic similes are sometimes quite long, offering the poet the opportunity to spin out a detailed comparison. The most famous of these in The Odyssey is in “The Cyclops”:

Now, by the gods, I drove my big hand spike

deep in the embers, charring it again,
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and cheered my men along with battle talk

to keep their courage up: no quitting now.

The pike of olive, green though it had been,

reddened and glowed as if about to catch.

I drew it from the coals and my four fellows
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gave me a hand, lugging it near the Cyclops

as more than natural force nerved them; straight

forward they sprinted, lifted it, and rammed it

deep in his crater eye, and leaned on it

turning it as a shipwright turns a drill
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in planking, having men below to swing

the two-handled strap that spins it in the groove.

So with our brand we bored  that great eye socket

while blood ran out around the red-hot bar.

Eyelid and lash were seared; the pierced ball
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hissed broiling, and the roots popped.

In a smithy

one sees a white-hot axehead or an adze

plunged and wrung in a cold tub, screeching steam—

the way they make soft iron hale and hard—:

just so that eyeball hissed around the spike.

There are two different comparisons mentioned above.  Can you determine what is being compared?

	Fantastical Event
	Everyday Event

	
	

	
	


Understanding Epic Simile
Read the epic simile assigned to your group. Talk about the comparison Homer is making between a familiar experience and an event in The Odyssey.  What purpose does the comparison within the epic?  Prepare to present your explanation to the class.  You may choose to draw or act out the comparison. You have ten minutes to work.

Group 1

Then he hastened upon the wave as a sea gull does

That over the terrible gulfs of the barren sea

Dips its rapid wings, while catching fish, in the brine.

Like one of these, Hermes bore himself over many waves.
Group 2

As when the North Wind at harvest time carries thistles

Over the plain, but they hold close to one another,

So the winds carried it here and there over the sea
Group 3

As when a blustering wind shakes up a heap

Of dry husks, and scatters them in all directions,

So it scattered the raft’s long beams. 
Group 4

As when it appears delightful to sons if their father lives, who

Lies in sickness and undergoes strong pains,

Long wasting away, and some dread god has assailed him,

Whom now the gods have delightfully freed from misfortune;

So delightful did land and forest appear to Odysseus. 
Group 5

As when an octopus is pulled out of its den,

Numerous pebbles are caught in its suckers,

So against the rocks the skin from his stout hands

Was stripped off. 
Group 6

As a woman weeps embracing her beloved husband

Who has fallen before his own city and his own people,

Warding off from city and children the pitiless day,

And she sees the man dying and breathing heavily,

And falls down upon him and piercingly shrieks. The enemy

From behind strike her back and her shoulders with spears

And lead her off in bonds to have trouble and woe,

And her cheeks are wasted for her most wretched grief;

Just so did Odysseus shed a piteous tear under his eyebrows. 
