Figures of speech

Personification
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A comparison where something is given human characteristics. 
Example:

The plates on the mantelpiece winked in the 

firelight.
Effective because:
It can bring something alive and have characteristics that the reader can relate to.  The winking plates could appear friendly to the people in the room (warming like the fire).  However they could also be quite creepy if you were scared of being alone…
My examples:

The sun looked down and                                                                         .
The old tree shook its                                                                               .
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