
Individual Research Project Contract 

Student Name: __________________________________      Term: _____Fall_____Spring  Year_______ 

Number of Credits: _____One (10-15 pages) _____Two (20-30 pages) _____Three (35-50 pages) 
         You may not change number of credits after your contract is signed by the Assistant Dean. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Students enrolling in IRP, whether for 1, 2, or 3 credits, are expected to undertake and complete new 
academic work and should take note of College Honor Code, Section 2.01, which states that submitting work for 
credit in a course when that work has already been used for credit in a previous law school course is subject to 
investigation and possible sanctions, unless the student has permission from the instructor in the second course.  

Topic __________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Project (A full description of your project is required.)_______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Time Table: Meetings with the faculty member (list as many dates and times as you agree are desirable) 

      Date First Draft Due to the faculty member: 

      Date Edited First Draft back to the Student: 

      Date Second Draft Due to the faculty member: 

      Date Edited Second Draft back to the Student: 

      Date Final Paper Due to faculty member: 

Before submitting this contract for the faculty supervisor’s signature, the student must prepare and attach to the 
contract a list of the titles (and subjects, if subjects are not apparent from titles) of all papers previously written for 
upper level law school credit, including, but not limited to, papers for seminars, courses, other IRP’s and law journals. 

      List of titles of previous papers is attached.            This is my first paper for upper level law school credit. 
 
Student’s Signature_______________________________  Date_______________________ 

Faculty Member’s Signature_____________________________ Date_______________________ 
 
Print Faculty Member’s Name _____________________________ 

Your signed contract should be submitted to the College of Law Registrar by the end of the drop/add period.  You will 
receive a copy after the Assistant Dean has signed it and you have been enrolled. 

Assistant Dean’s Signature______________________________ Date_______________________ 
 

PLEASE NOTE: An extension of the final paper due date beyond the end of the last day of exams of the 
semester requires the Assistant Dean’s signature as well as an agreement by the faculty member and 
student. 



 Adopted March 9, 2001 
University of Cincinnati College of Law 
Policy for Individual Research Projects 

 
Individual Research Projects (IRP) allow upper level students to earn one, two or three credits by engaging in 
original research and preparing a substantial work product under the direct supervision of a faculty member.  
A student may enroll in only one IRP in each semester and no more than five IRP credit hours each year. 
 
A student enrolling in IRP must both register for the course and enter into a contract with a member of the 
faculty.  The contract should set forth the number of credits to be earned, describe the project to be 
undertaken, set deadlines for submission of drafts, state how frequently the faculty member and student will 
be meeting to discuss the progress of the project, and spell out any other provisions the faculty member and 
student deem pertinent. 
 
The student must also prepare and attach to the contract prior to submitting it to the faculty supervisor, a list 
of the titles (and subjects, if subjects are not apparent from titles) of all papers previously written for law 
school credit, including, but not limited to, papers for seminars, courses, other IRP’s, and law journals. 
 
Once the faculty member and the student have signed the contract, the student should submit it to the 
Assistant Dean for approval by the date in each semester for dropping or adding courses at the student’s 
discretion.  After the Assistant Dean signs the contract, the credit hours to be earned may not be changed.  
The original contract will be placed in the student’s file, and copies will be given to the student and faculty 
member. 
 
As a rule of thumb, the student should expect to devote 3-5 hours per week over a 15-week semester for a 
one credit IRP, 6-10 hours per week per semester for a two credit IRP, or 12-15 hours per week for a three 
credit IRP.  Customarily, the project will be a research paper, but the faculty supervisor and the student retain 
flexibility in end product, and this policy acknowledges that other research and writing experiences may fit 
within the description of the IRP.  Where the project is a research paper, the finished product should be 
respectively 10-15, 20-30, or 35-50 double-spaced, typewritten pages of publishable quality.  
 
Each project should be designed to be completed in one semester.  Any extension in deadline must receive the 
approval of both the faculty member and the Assistant Dean.  The faculty member is solely in charge of 
grading the project, and the grade shall be a letter grade corresponding to law school course grades. 
 
Students enrolling in IRP, whether for one, two, or three credits, are expected to undertake and complete new 
academic work and should take note of College Honor Code, Section 2.01, which states that submitting work 
for credit in a course when that work has already been used for credit in a previous law school course is 
subject to investigation and possible sanctions, unless the student has permission from the instructor in the 
second course. 
 


