Name:_________________________________Date:_____________Period:_____

Figurative Language
Simile: a comparison between two unlike things, using a word such as like, as, resembles, or than.

Metaphor: a comparison between two unlike things in which one thing becomes another thing without the use of like, as, than, or resembles.

Personification: a kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human.

Hyperbole: exaggeration to express strong emotion.

Onomatopoeia: use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning. 


Activity: Correctly identify the types of figurative language that can be found in the following sentences by putting the correct term in the box next to the sentence.  Also underline the place where the example of figurative language can be found in the sentence.  Sentences may have more than one type of figurative language.
	Example: The tortured will-I’s, won’t-I’s, the agonized indecision over what to say, the false starts toward her house and embarrassed retreats – the details of these have been seared from my memory, and the only part I remember clearly is emerging from the woods toward dusk while they were playing softball on their lawn, as bashful and frightened as a unicorn.
	Simile

	1. Here and there through the city, machine guns and rifles broke the silence of the night, spasmodically, like dogs barking on lone farms.
	

	2. Ten minutes of determined effort brought another sound to his ears – the most welcome he had ever heard – the muttering and growling of the sea breaking on a rocky shore
	

	3. We danced together quite well until she came down on my big toe with her brogans, hurting me so badly I thought I was crippled for life.
	

	4. The hounds raised their voices as they hit the fresh scent.
	

	5. There was a flash and a bullet whizzed over his head.
	

	6. The last graveyard flowers were blooming, and their smell drifted across the cotton field and through every room of our house, speaking softly the names of our dead.
	

	7. The sniper could hear the dull panting of the motor.
	

	8. We decided to double our efforts, to make that last drive and reach our pot of gold.
	

	9. That afternoon it roared back out of the west, blew the fallen oaks around, snapping their roots and tearing them out of the earth like a hawk at the entrails of a chicken.
	

	10. The line, tightly coiled, peeled off the spool with the shrill, tearing zip of a high-speed drill.
	



Now that you have practiced identifying different types of figurative language, you will need to practice writing examples for your narrative paper.  Take two sentences of your choosing from your narrative and add figurative language to them.
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

