A Midwife’s Apprentice: Literary Focus

Author:  Karen Cushman

Karen Cushman was born in Chicago in 1941, but spent her preteen years growing up in California.  She learned to love books during her childhood, and she wrote plays, short stories, and essays.  She attended Stanford University and earned degrees in English and Greek.  After graduating, she worked in customer service for a number of years until at her husband’s insistence she began a career in writing in 1989.  Cushman quickly produced three award winning novels—Catherine, Called Birdy, The Midwife’s Apprentice, and The Ballad of Lucy Whipple. 
Setting


Place: England, a village and an inn

Time:  Middle Ages, more specifically between 1272-1307 when 

                       King Edward I ruled
Areas of Focus

· Word Analysis: Make predictions of word meanings based upon context clues and prior knowledge. Practice a variety of strategies in word analysis to make smart predictions. 
· Plot Development: Identify and track plot parts of exposition, complications, climax, and resolution.  

· Characterization: Use knowledge of indirect characterization of the main character’s speech, thoughts, effect on others, actions, and looks to make inferences.  Explore the development and changes in character as a result of resolving the conflict. 
· Quotable Quotations: Identify quotations which show significance of a life lesson or characterization.  Cite them properly in MLA format with correct capitalization, punctuation, and page numbers. We will do the first few together! 
· Theme: Explore recurring themes and provision of support for them. Review strategies of theme identification and author’s purpose.
· Literary Devices: Recognize similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, onomatopoeia, alliteration, and repetition. Record these with correct MLA capitalization, punctuation, and page numbers.  
Procedures for Every Three Chapters:

· Preview vocabulary by completing a vocabulary in context sheet. 

· Identify and record literary devices and page numbers as you listen.

· Note at least one quotable quote that shows depth in character or theme. 
· Complete study guide questions for those chapters assigned. 
A Midwife’s Apprentice: Vocabulary Focus
Chapters 1-3



Chapters 13-15
wimple





privy
heedless




incompetence
bailiff





desolate
christened




tweaked
taunting




victorious
resistance 




reassure
compassion




nimble
stanching





ignorance 

haggling 

Chapters 4-6



Chapter 16-17
luxurious




prosperous

exertions




stout

reluctant




sullen

replenish




resounded

dire





stupefied

meandered




berating
soothsayers




vigorous
sundry 
                 innovation

solemnity




efficacy

pluck 





disrepute

Chapters 7-9                        At the end of our novel, there will be a
paternosters                                                       matching vocabulary test. After we preview each 
gluttony



            three chapters and complete the activity, mark
deceit


                                      the trickiest words for you on this master copy.
fermenting


                         Then, make a flash card or add that word to a 
abbey 




            Cornell note study guide. From start to finish,
writhing



            you will have about a month to learn these words!
mewling 

thrashed

henceforth 

revelers 

[image: image1.jpg]


Chapters 10-12

threshing

abundance

treachery

tumult

triumphant

hoist

blight

renowned

compendium 

tantalizingly
Antipodes
A Midwife’s Apprentice: Literary Focus

For each chapter, record literary devices as we read. Outstanding performance is noting six or more devices per three chapters. 
Simile:  a comparison between two unlike things using like or as
Metaphor:  a comparison between two unlike things without like or as
Personification:  a figure of speech in which a non-living or non-human                           thing or quality is described a if it were human or alive
Alliteration: the repetition of the same or very similar consonant sounds 
                        in words that are close together
Imagery:  the use of language that appeals to one or more of the senses             
Onomatopoeia:  the use of words whose sounds echo their sense      

Identify the device in each of the selected quotes. 
___________________  “It was as cold and dark inside her as out in the frosty night” (2).  

___________________ “You do put me in mind of a dung beetle burrowing in that heap” (4).   

___________________“The boys were there holding the cat aloft.  His hissing and screeching
                                   sounded like demons to Beetle” (7). 
___________________  “When the spring arrived with soft breezes and meadows growing
                                     green, the villagers began sowing their peas and barley, followed by 
                                     village boys who threw stones at hungry birds trying to eat the 
                                     seed” (14-15).  
___________________  “Push, you cow.  If an animal can do it, so can you” (22).  
___________________  “Suddenly it was summer and leaves erupted on every tree” (17).   
Your score will also be based upon:  

1) Recording the device exactly as it was written.  If you want to skip words or lines
use the ellipses (…). 

2) Using proper format for quotation marks, capitalization, and parenthetical citation of the page number.  (Use the examples above to guide you.)  

3) Including a variety of devices.  Try to find different ones so that you are not just recording similes and metaphors!    

A Midwife’s Apprentice:  Chapter Guide 1-3
Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Beetle. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).

Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement
Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 
Type of Device                 Line and Page      
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
Format of literary devices noted:
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
A Midwife’s Apprentice:  Chapter Guide 4-6

Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Beetle. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).
Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement

Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 

Type of Device                 Line and Page     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement

Format of literary devices noted:
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
A Midwife’s Apprentice:  Chapter Guide 7-9

Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Alyce. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).

Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement
Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 

Type of Device                 Line and Page     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement

Format of literary devices noted:
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
A Midwife’s Apprentice:  Chapter Guide 10-12

Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Alyce. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).

Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement

Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 

Type of Device                 Line and Page     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement

Format of literary devices noted:
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
A Midwife’s Apprentice: Chapter Guide 13-15

Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Alyce. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).

Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement

Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 

Type of Device                 Line and Page     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement

Format of literary devices notes
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
A Midwife’s Apprentice:  Chapter Guide 16-17

Quotable Quote(s): select a quote that shows a significant lesson learned or character development of Alyce. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(         ).

Quality of Quotable Quote: 
outstanding
satisfactory
needs improvement

Literary Devices: similes, metaphors, personification, imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia. Include quotation marks surrounding the chosen lines, the page number in parentheses, and then the end period. 

Type of Device                 Line and Page     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quality of literary devices noted: 
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement

Format of literary devices notes
outstanding

satisfactory

needs improvement
