Figurative Language (“Figures of Speech”)
Figurative language =  Language that is NOT true and just used for effect of making a story better, more interesting/exaggerated, and/or to make a point about something


Example:  It’s raining cats and dogs.  (Not true; just mean that it’s raining hard)


Example:  My bag weighs a TON!  (Not true; just mean that the bag’s really heavy)

Literal Language = Language that is meant to be TRUE; every word is meant to be 100% correct/accurate – a person means what they say.  Oftentimes, you hear “Literally” from someone.

· ALL “Figures of Speech” are called IDIOMS.  There are many types:
Simile:  Comparison of one person/thing to another using “like” or “as”

Example:  He was like a rocket.


Example:  She is as talented as a movie star!

Metaphor:  Comparison NOT using “like” or “as”.  Often uses verbs “is”, “are”, “was”, “were”, and 

“am”.  You compare one person/thing to another.  


Example:  I am Elvis.


Example:  She is a cheetah.


**  Be careful of comparisons that are just DESCRIPTIONS and NOT metaphors **



Example:  I am taller than a skyscraper building!  (Just a hyperbole – NOT metaphor)



Example:  She is cuter than a bug.  (Just a hyperbole description comparison)

Oxymoron:  Two words or phrases that are OPPOSITES used within a sentence; sometimes they 
will be back-to-back, but they don’t have to be.)

Example:  The little big guy lifted weights.


Example:  Cooper’s solar light flashing red was a good creepy.


Example:  Mr. Cameron is graceful. (Also:  Mr. Cameron is “graceful”.  Sometimes “sarcasm”)

Hyperbole:  EXTREME EXAGGERATION (is NOT true – told to stress/make a strong point)

Example:  I am so hungry that I could eat a horse.


Example:  He was so quiet that librarians were afraid of him.


Example:  I have a million sheets of homework.

Personification:  Giving human traits to a non-human

Example:  The sun’s rays kissed my skin.

Example:  The pen yelled loudly as it had to keep marking items incorrect.

Onomatopoeia:  Putting the sound of an object/action in a sentence; can be a VERB or INTERJECTION

Example:  The bell dinged as it rang.


Example:  A bee buzzed as it flew past the flower.


Example:  Pow!  The boy knocked his head against the wall as he walked.


Example:  “Uh-choo,” sneezed the boy.

Alliteration:   Majority of words in a sentence begin with SAME SOUND. 

**NOTE - All “tongue twisters” are ALLITERATION, but not all ALLITERATION is a “tongue 

      twister”.  

Example:  Sally sells seashells by the seashore. (This is also a “tongue twister”.)

Example:  Mike moved in May.  (This is just ALLITERATION – NOT a “tongue twister”.)
