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You are going to write a poem from the point of view of an object.
To do this, you need to imagine that you are the object: think about its surroundings and how it might feel.  

You don't need to reveal what the object is; in fact, it's a good idea to leave it a mystery to see if your classmates and teacher can guess, from what you describe.
A good place to start is to use your senses: smell, taste, touch, hearing, sight.
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Example

Let's imagine that you are a washing machine:

I smell the stale odour transform into fresh flowers.

I taste the soap, bitter in my metal mouth.

I feel the wetness of the water stirring inside me.
I hear the monotonous groan and the high-pitched whizz.

I see them staring at my insides through my blurry window.

What am I?

Task  1
With a partner, or as a class, discuss what these other objects might smell, taste, touch, hear and see: 
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A classroom window

Hint: remember that it sees inside and outside…




A chair
Hint: think how it feels when someone heavy sits on it…

Task 2
Now have a go at writing your own ideas, using the example as an outline.  Remember to choose an everyday object.  If you are stuck for inspiration, here are some suggestions: a table, a door, a book, a computer, a lamp…
Task 3
Now have a look at the examples of poems from former S1 pupils.  
Notice how they have taken this simple idea and given their objects real feelings - they have personified them.

Now it's your turn.  Using the same object (or a different one if you prefer) try to write a more sophisticated poem, varying sentence length and structure, to show your object's feelings.
Remember: don't reveal what the object is.  It's fun to see if others can guess.
You should work on your poem during the summer holiday, handing in your final, word-processed copy to your English teacher during the first week back.

