 Learning English through Short Stories




Personification, Narration and Dialogue
 Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:

This worksheet links the use of personification and dialogue within a story. It draws examples from two of the stories in this module: ‘Old Sultan’ and ‘Exhibition of Chinese Jade’, and is suggested for use when the stories are read.

1. 
Personification


Go over the examples of personification with the class. Ask students to quote other examples 
of personification that they have come across in other stories.

2.  Narration


Introduce the two different approaches to telling a story and the language used to define this 
to the class. The use of the first person pronoun is given in ‘Exhibition of Chinese Jade’, and 
that of the third person pronoun is given in ‘Old Sultan’.
3.  Dialogue

Go over the example of dialogue with the class.  

Learning Activity 1

Personification and Dialogue

Students create a dialogue from prose from paragraphs 5 and 6 of ‘Old Sultan’. 

The areas of the text to be changed are highlighted – A-G. Answers for A and B are given.

Students complete the exercise on their own or with their partner. Check progress after C and D to ensure that they are on the right track.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, consider providing the dialogue for C and D with blanks inserted for students to complete before they move on to create E, F and G on their own. For example:

(C) The wolf continued, “And she is now ______ _______ a stone to throw at us.”
(D) “I don’t like this ________ ________ ________,” said the boar while he was laying down   

       behind a bush. 

Answers:

(C) picking up

(D) way of fighting
Optional Activity: Students in pairs perform their dialogue to the class. 
Learning Activity 2

Narration
Guide students to expand the dialogue by including descriptions of the couple’s expressions and gestures, the setting, or any other imaginative details.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, consider introducing some reporting verbs which they can use in their writing, and remind them of the correct use of punctuation for quotations. You may also consider helping them to start off by providing a paragraph with blanks to complete before they move on to write their own narration. For example:

The shepherd, feeling helpless, threw up his hands. “But what can we do with him? He is so old now and his teeth have all fallen off!”
Seeing that her a)__________ fail to understand her, the wife tried to b)___________. “He doesn’t have to serve us, does he? We just have to give him plenty to eat and my cushion to sleep on.”
Answers:
a) husband

b) explain






















Focus: Personification, Narration and Dialogue





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


understand the use of personification in a story


understand the purposes of first and third person narration in a story


create dialogue from prose


create commentary for a dialogue





Time Needed





1 hour 20 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students discuss the concepts of personification, narration and dialogue


They convert a given text from prose to dialogue


They expand a given dialogue by inserting commentary





Materials Required





Notes on personification, narration and dialogue


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-2
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