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LO: To identify and use similes and metaphors

What is a simile?

A simile describes something by comparing it to something else,
using like or as:

The snake moved like a ripple on a pond

It was as slippery as an eel

Erin is as graceful as a gazelle

What is a metaphor?

A metaphor is a word or a phrase used to describe
something as
if it were something else

"A wave of terror washed over him."
The terror isn't actually a wave, but a wave is a good way of
describing the feeling.

“Imogen is dynamite."
She's not made of dynamite, but it's a way to
explain how exciting she is.

We use similes and metaphors in descriptive writing to excite and
engage the reader. They give us more detail and add to the
description that we are trying to create.



Look at the similes and metaphors in the different thought clouds
below.

Drawing a table like the one below in your book, can you separate
them into the correct columns.

The librarian was
as sweet as candy.

The car moved
like a snail.

The stars are
diamonds in the sky.

The house was a zoo.

Heisa
walking dictionary.

The puppy was as
fast as a cheetah.

The test
was a breeze.
Abigail is as tall
as a giraffe.

My dad is a teddy bear.

Her heart was as
big as the ocean.

My brother
eats like a pig. Peter is an angel.

I have done an example for you already.

My brother eats like a pig.



Below are 10 unfinished similes and metaphors.

Using what you know about similes and metaphors, can you finish each
sentence?

Start by writing out the start of the simile/metaphor in your book before
writing the ending.

1. She ran like

2. When she danced she was

3. The man trudged down the road like

4. The waves on the ocean were

5. Miss Devos was waving like

6. On her way to the birthday party, Niamh was as

7. When he looked out from the stage, the audience was
8. The rain was

9. The trees in the storm were like

10. The moon hung in the night sky like



Answers.

Simile
Her heart was as big as the ocean. Peter is an angel.
Abigail is as tall as a giraffe. He is a walking dictionary.
My brother eats like a pig. The test was a breeze.
The puppy was as fast as a cheetah. My dad is a teddy bear.
The car moved like a snail. The house was a zoo.
The librarian was as sweet as candy. The stars are diamonds in the sky.

These are some examples of what you might have chosen to finish the
similes/metaphors:

1. She ran like she was a cheetah.

2. When she danced she was a bright shining star.

3. The man trudged down the road like a slow tortoise.

4. The waves on the ocean were jagged daggers.

5. Miss Devos was waving like her arm was a giant windmill.

6. On her way to the birthday party, Niamh was as excited as a firework.

7. When he looked out from the stage, the audience was smiling from ear to ear.

8. The rain was delicate petals falling slowly.

9. The trees in the storm were like raging monkeys swinging through the trees.

10. The moon hung in the night sky like a puppet on a string.




