Literary/Poetic Devices

Alliteration-repetition of an initial consonant or sound
Ex. Betty Botter bought some butter,/but, she said, the butter’s bitter;/if I put it in my batter
it will make my batter bitter,/but a bit of better butter/will make my batter better.
Ex. Nature’s first green is gold,/Her hardest hue to hold.
Assonance- Repetition of internal vowel sounds of words close together in poetry (Words that rhyme in a line).
Ex. Poetry is old, ancient, goes back far. It is among the oldest of living things. So old it is that no man knows how and why the first poems came.
Ex.And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side/Of my darling, my darling, my life and my bride. 

Consonance- Repetition of internal or ending consonant sounds of words close together in poetry.


Ex. some mammals are clammy

Ex.  as in guys she gently sways at ease
Metaphor-figure of speech that compares two things without using like or as:  Note can be direct or implied.

Ex. Her home was a prison
Ex. All the world's a stage,/And all the men and women merely players/They have their exits and their entrances
Simile-comparison of two things using like or as

Ex. Life is like a box of chocolates.

Ex. My love is like a red, red rose.
Personification-a figure of speech that imagines animals, things, abstract ideas, moral qualities, etc. as persons or having human qualities

Ex. The door groaned in protest.

Ex. The shattered water made a misty din./Great waves looked over others coming in
Repetition- the poet uses a line, phrase, or a word more than once in order to stress or evoke a certain meaning

Ex. 

We real cool. We

Left school. We

Lurk late. We

Strike straight. We

Sing sin. We

Thin gin. We

Jazz June. We

Die soon.


Ex. Quoth the Raven, “Nevermore.”
Onomatopoeia- the effect when words are made to sound like the thing they mean.

Ex. Buzz, whirr, ding-dong, thud, whack, clash, clang, bang, slap
Connotation-Implied Additional Meaning-an additional sense or senses associated with or suggested by a word or phrase. Connotations are sometimes, but not always, fixed, and are often subjective.

Ex. Smart vs. Brilliant


Dumb vs. Stupid
Denotation- Basic Meaning- the most specific or literal meaning of a word, as opposed to its figurative senses or connotations

Ex.  
Burglar- somebody who enters or remains in a building intending to commit a 



felony


Thief-somebody who steals something, especially one who intends to escape notice



Robber-someone who illegally takes something that belongs to somebody else, 



especially by using force, threats, or violence
Dialect- a regional variety of a language, with differences in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation

Ex.
Almost died first year I come to school and et them pecans--folks say he pizened 'em and put 'em over on the school side of the fence."
"Ayuh, said they had a wicked hahd time gettin' up there with the snow, but the huntin' was wicked good. 'Course that blizzahd they had the lahst night theyah was a wicked pissah, ayuh! Guess they couldn't get that Joe-Jeezly cah of Chestah’s stahted the next mornin' thought they’d have to go the bahn and get that John Deeyah tractah goin' and ride it all the way back to Franconiar!"
Dialogue- the words spoken by characters in a book, movie, or play, or a section of a work that contains spoken words

Ex. 

Annina: Monsieur Rick, what kind of a man is Captain Renault?
Rick: Oh, he's just like any other man, only more so.
(Joy Page and Humphrey Bogart in Casablanca, 1942)
Allusion- reference to another literary work or something in history (can be a hint or implication too) carrying some thematic meaning to text based upon the reference.
Ex.  "Christy didn't like to spend money. She was no Scrooge, but she seldom purchased anything except the bare necessities".
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm
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